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Jonah 1:3-10 3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, 
and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare 
thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the 
LORD. 4 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. 5 Then the mariners were 
afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship 
into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; 
and he lay , and was fast asleep. 6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, 
What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think 
upon us, that we perish not. 7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us 
cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and 
the lot fell upon Jonah. 8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose 
cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is 
thy country? and of what people art thou? 9 And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; 
and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea and the dry land. 10 
Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? 
For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told 
them. 
 
Jonah fled from his homeland of Gath-hepher (Galilee) down to Joppa where he found a ship going 
to sea (Tarshish). He paid the fare for the ship and entered into it, hoping to escape from the 
command that the LORD had given him, which was to preach repentance to the city of Nineveh. 
 
Jonah may have known that he had put himself on a fool’s errand: to try to escape from God. If he 
knew the history of the prophets of Judah, he would know that God punished disobedient prophets, 
even unto death (see 1 Kings 13). But he was a patriot and (assuming he knew the consequence) he 
was willing to accept death before betraying his country by giving aid to the Assyrians. 
 
4 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in 
the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken.  
 
We always know something is going to happen when we see “But the LORD” or “But God”. It’s no 
different here: the LORD sent wind into the sea and the resultant tempest was in the sea. Imagine 
blowing bubbles in a cup of water with a straw. This was no ordinary storm at sea. This was a storm 
whose cause was Jonah’s disobedience, whose purpose was to return Jonah to the path toward 
Nineveh to which Jonah was predestined. 
 

Hebrews 12:5-6 5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto 
children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth , and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.  
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5a Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the 
wares that were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. 
 
We can assume that these were experienced sailors and that they were used to storms at sea. This 
wind and tempest was unlike anything they had ever been through before. They begin to cry out to 
their gods and idols while throwing everything overboard in order to keep the water from coming 
over into the boat.  
 

James 5:13  Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing 
psalms.  
 
Hebrews 12:1-2 1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 2  Looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
 

5b But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. 
 
It is here we see one of the parallels of Jonah to Jesus. 
 

Matthew 8:23-24 23 And when he was entered into a ship, his disciples followed him. 24 
And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered 
with the waves: but he was asleep .  

 
Both Jonah and Jesus were exhausted from their travels. Jesus had been preaching and healing the 
sick as he traveled from the mountain to the sea. Jonah had gone from Gath-hepher to Joppa to find 
an escape route away from the presence of God. Both of them are sleeping through a surprise storm. 
 
6 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? 
arise, call upon thy God, if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not. 
 

Matthew 8:25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying, Lord, save us: 
we perish.  

 
The desire of the shipmaster and of the disciples is the same: that we perish not.  
 
7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for 
whose cause this evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 
 
At this point, Jonah has not spoken, but we can assume: 1. He is a awake and aware of the storm 
outside and 2. He has not revealed unto the shipmaster or other sailors who he is, why he is in the 
ship, or where he is from and 3. He is calm, realizing why the storm raged. So, with the casting of lots, 
Jonah begins to be revealed as the source of their trouble. 
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Proverbs 16:33  The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the 
LORD.  

 
8 Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; 
What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what 
people art thou? 
 
After the lot falls to Jonah, the sailors inquire of him the details of his situation in an effort to 
determine why God has put them in the middle of the terrible storm. 

 
James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be 
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.  
 

9 And he said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, 
which hath made the sea and the dry land. 
 
Jonah reveals not only who he is (A Hebrew: a descendant of Shem, of Eber), but also who his God is 
(the LORD (Jehovah) God (Elohim)). 
 
It is important to note that Jonah has not given up his faith or renounced his heritage. He still has the 
proper fearful (respectful) attitude toward God, although he has not obeyed God as he should. Hence 
his present trouble. 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep 
his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  

 
Acts 17:22-28 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I 
perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23  For as I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24  God that made the 
world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not 
in temples made with hands; 25  Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he 
needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26  And hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 
27  That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, 
though he be not far from every one of us: 28  For in him we live, and move, and 
have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his 
offspring. 
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10a  Then were the men exceedingly afraid,  
 
The reputation of the Hebrews and of their God preceded them. The sailors knew the power that 
Jonah’s God had exhibited in the past. Jehovah Elohim was no small deity to be trifled with or 
placated by offerings upon the ship’s altar. This was the God of heaven, earth, and sea. 
 
10b and said unto him, Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from 
the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 
 
For it would have been one thing to run away from a household god or an idol who was worshipped 
locally, but it was a completely different thing to attempt to run away from the God of the Hebrews, 
who dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands as Paul 
stated in Acts 17.  
 
What can we learn and apply from this section of the story of Jonah? 
 

1. We cannot escape from the presence of God. (Psalms 139:8-10 8  If I ascend up into 
heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 9  If I take the wings 
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 10  Even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.) 

2. Our sin will never go unnoticed by God. (Numbers 32:23b  ye have sinned against the 
LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out.) 

3. The effects of our sin will not go unnoticed by others, even (and sometimes especially) those 
outside of our faith. (Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, 
redeeming the time. 1 Thessalonians 4:12  That ye may walk honestly toward them 
that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. 1 Timothy 3:7 Moreover he must 
have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare 
of the devil.) 

4. Our disobedience to God’s commands (sin) will not go unpunished. It has consequences. 
(Hebrews 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.) 

5. Our fear of God (respect for God) should be, in part, based upon his right to discipline us as 
his children. (Hebrews 12:7  If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not?) 
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