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The Ironic Revelation of God’s Glory:  

Son of Promised Grace (Promise to Abraham) 

Genesis 12:1-3 

December 8, 2013 

Sermon Outline 
Notes: 

I. Introduction 
A. Children’s Sermon  

1. What did God promise Adam & Eve?  
   A son who would destroy Satan 
2. What did God Promise Abraham? 
   A son that would bring blessing (Grace) 

Galatians 3:29 (NLT)  

And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true 

children of Abraham. You are his heirs, and God’s 

promise to Abraham belongs to you.  

B. God’s Purposeful Irony  
(The New Oxford American Dictionary) 
Definition: “the expression of one's meaning by using language 
that normally signifies the opposite, typically for humorous or 
emphatic effect” 

1 Corinthians 1:27–31 
27

 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 

the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong; 
28

 God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring 

to nothing things that are, 
29

 so that no human being 

might boast in the presence of God. 
30

 And because of 

him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 

from God, righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption, 
31

 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who 

boasts, boast in the Lord.”  

II. Promised Blessing through the Promised Seed 

A. Promised Blessing (Grace) 

Genesis 12:1–3 
1
 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
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the land that I will show you. 
2
 And I will make of you 

a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing. 
3
 I will 

bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 

you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

Joshua 24:2–3  
2
 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the 

Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived 

beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham 

and of Nahor; and they served other gods. 
3
 Then I 

took your father Abraham from beyond the River… 

B. Why Promise Life to a Dead Man? 
Hebrews 11:12 

Therefore from one man (Abraham), and him as good 

as dead… 

Genesis 13:16 “dust of the earth…” 15:2–3 Abram: 
…but still no son?! 15:4–5 God: “Stars in the sky…” 
15:7–21 Covenant...  

Key Idea 
God chose to single out old, childless Abraham and 

Sarah to receive a son of promise so that it would be 

obvious that God had shown them His steadfast love. 

 

III. The Joy of God’s Steadfast Love 

A. The Son of Promise (17:17–19 Isaac; 18:11–14) 

Genesis 21:1–7 
1
 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord 

did to Sarah as he had promised. 
2
 And Sarah 

conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at 

the time of which God had spoken to him. 
3
 Abraham 

called the name of his son who was born to him, 

whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. … 
5
 Abraham was a 

hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to 

him. 
6
 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for 

me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 
7
 And 
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she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that 

Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a 

son in his old age.”  

 

B. Mary’s Joy (Virgin Birth) 
Luke 1:46–55 
46

 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47

 

and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48

 for he has 

looked on the humble estate of his servant. For 

behold, from now on all generations will call me 

blessed; 
49

 for he who is mighty has done great things 

for me, and holy is his name. 
50

 And his mercy is for 

those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51

 

He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered 

the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52

 he has 

brought down the mighty from their thrones and 

exalted those of humble estate; 
53

 he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 

away empty. 
54

 He has helped his servant Israel, in 

remembrance of his mercy, 
55

 as he spoke to our 

fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 
C. The Nations Blessed through the Seed 

1. The promised seed 
Galatians 3:16 
16

 Now the promises were made to Abraham and to 

his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” 

referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your 

offspring,” who is Christ. 

2. The nations blessed (that’s us!) 
Galatians 3:27–29 
27

 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. 
28

 There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and 

female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29

 And if 

you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 

heirs according to promise. 
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3. Believing the promise like Abraham 
Galatians 3:6–9 
6
 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted 

to him as righteousness”? 
7
 Know then that it is those 

of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 
8
 And the 

Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 

Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be 

blessed.” 
9
 So then, those who are of faith are 

blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.  

 

Hebrews 11:12 

Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, 

were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven 

and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the 

seashore. 

Key Idea 
God displays his most brilliant glory to us and in us 

by his ability to turn reproach into honor, weakness 

into strength, darkness into light, death into life, to 

make the impossible possible! 

 

D. The Joy of God’s Love is Ours! 
 “St. John tells us that God so loved the world that He gave us 
His only begotten Son. That giving began at Bethlehem, was 
continued in His perfect sinless life as the new Israel, and 
culminated at the cross where He died for our sins. He entered 
into His joy (and our justification) at His resurrection, and He now 
sits at the right hand of God the Father, where there is a torrent 
of pleasure forever. He is that cascading torrent of pleasure. He 
is that endless waterfall of joy, which is hard for us to visualize 
because there is no top, and no bottom, and no sides. But there 
is an endless motion of delight just the same, and because we 
are in Christ, we are right in the middle of it.” 1 

                                                 
1
 Wilson, Douglas (2012-11-16). God Rest Ye Merry: Why Christmas is the 

Foundation for Everything (Kindle Locations 125-130).  . Kindle Edition. 


