
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
 

CHAPTER 23.-Of the Civil Magistrate. 
 
IV. It is the duty of People to pray for Magistrates1, to honor their Persons2, to pay them 
Tribute and other Dues3, to obey their lawful Commands, and to be subject to their 
Authority, for conscience sake4.  Infidelity, or difference in Religion doth not make void the 
Magistrates just and legal Authority, nor free the People from their due obedience to him5: 
from which, Ecclesiastical persons are not exempted6; much less hath the Pope any 
power and Jurisdiction over them, in their Dominions, or over any of their People; and, 
least of all, to deprive them of their Dominions, or lives, if he shall judge them to be 
Hereticks, or upon any other pretence whatsoever7. 
_________________________ 
 
Question 1.—Is it the duty of people to pray for magistrates, and honour their persons? 

Answer.—Yes. 1 Tim. 2:1, 2; 1 Pet. 2:17.  Thus, some do err who deny this.  1.) 
Because Samuel at the request of Saul, whom he knew the Lord had rejected, returned 
again after him, and honoured him before the people, 1 Sam. 15:31.  2.) Because the Lord 
having appointed magistrates to administer justice and judgment in his name, is so far 
pleased to honour them, as to call them gods, and the children of the Most High, Ps. 82:1, 
6.  3.) Because the apostle Peter says, Fear God and honour the king, parallel to what 
Paul says, Render to all men their dues, honour to whom honour is due, 1 Pet. 2:17; Rom. 
13:7.  4.) Because even heathen magistrates are called the Lord’s anointed, Isa. 45:1.  
And the Lord calls Nebuchadnezzar his servant, Jer. 27:6.  If then such magistrates ought 
to be honoured upon that account, much more Christian magistrates.  5.) Because we are 
obliged not to speak evil of dignities, 2 Pet. 2:10; nor revile the gods, Ex. 22:28, we are 
obliged to honour dignities, for where a sin is forbidden the contrary duty is commanded.  
6.) Because God commanded his people the Jews to seek the peace of the city (which 
was Babylon) whither he had caused them to be carried captives, Jer. 29:7.  7.) Because 
the prophet, the man of God, besought the Lord in behalf of Jeroboam, and prayed for 
him, a man that had made apostasy from the true worship of God and had made Israel to 
sin, 1 Kings 13:3, 6.  8.) Because Christ says, Render unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, Matt. 22:21.  But prayers and supplications are as due to Caesar, as custom 
and tribute, 1 Tim. 2:1, 2.  9.) Because the apostle commands us to pray for all in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life; which is the cause wherefore we 
must pray for magistrates.  For in the apostles’ times, and long after, magistrates were 
persecutors of the church of God, and hindered the members of Christ to live in peace and 
godliness, 1 Tim. 2:1, 2.  10.) Because Moses cried unto the Lord in behalf of Pharaoh, 
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Ex. 8:12.  Abraham prayed for Abimelech, Gen. 20:17.  Jacob blessed Pharaoh, Gen. 
47:7, 10.  11.) Because many blessed martyrs going to death have prayed for their 
persecuting magistrates, following the example and command of Christ, Luke 23:34; Matt. 
5:44. 
Question 2.—Does infidelity, or difference of religion make void the magistrate’s just and 
legal authority; or does it free the people from their due obedience to him? 

Answer.—No. 1 Pet. 2:13; Rom. 13:1-4; Tit. 3:1.  Thus, the Papists, Anabaptists and 
others err, maintaining that subjects ought not to suffer a king that is an infidel, or obey a 
king in his just commands, that differs from them in religion.  They are confuted for the 
following reasons: 1.) Because we are commanded to submit ourselves to every 
ordinance of man, 1 Pet. 2:13.  Namely, in all that they command us, if it be not contrary to 
God and his command: Otherwise, (according to Acts 4:19) it is better to obey God than 
man.  2.) Because the Christians, which were at Rome, were commanded by the apostle 
to subject themselves to the higher powers, and that without exception of religion and 
piety, and even to that heathen the Roman emperor, Rom. 13:1.  3.) Because the same 
apostle writing to Titus, bids him exhort the Cretians, his hearers, to obey magistrates, 
what manner of ones soever they be, not only believing ones, but also those that are 
unbelieving, as then they were most of them, Tit. 3:1.  4.) Because when the apostle Paul 
was pursued for his life, and charged with matters criminal he appealed unto Caesar, Acts 
25:10, 11.  5.) Because the prophet Jeremiah did own the power of Zedekiah, who had 
turned aside to a false worship, and had despised the oath which he had made to the king 
of Babylon, Ezek. 17:16-18; Jer. 27:20. 
Question 3.—Are ecclesiastical persons exempted from due obedience to the magistrate? 

Answer.—No. 1 Kings 2:35; 2 Pet. 2:1, 10, 11; Jude 8-11.  Thus the Papists do err, 
maintaining that the “clergy,” as they call them, and their goods are altogether free by the 
law of God, from secular powers.  They are confuted because: 1.) The command of 
obedience is general, and universal, Rom. 13:1.  2.) Because Paul acknowledges himself 
subject to the magistrate, Acts 25:9-11.  3.) From the example of the priests who were 
subjected to their kings, 1 Kings 2:26. 
Question 4.—Has the pope any power or jurisdiction over magistrates, in their dominions, 
or over any of their people? 

Answer.—No. Rev. 13:15-17.  Thus, the Papists do err, maintaining that the pope of 
Rome, as pope, has full power, by divine right, over the whole world, as well in matters 
civil as ecclesiastical.  They are confuted for the following reasons: 1.) Because Christ 
expressly discharges his disciples from taking to themselves any such power or dominion, 
Matt. 20:25, 26; Mark 10:42, 43.  2.) Because the kingdom of Christ is not of this world, 
John 18:36.  Neither ought the pope’s kingdom to be of this world, who calls himself the 
vicar of Christ.  3.) Because when the people would have made Christ a king, he departed 
again into a mountain himself alone, John 6:15.  4.) Because the apostle Peter discharged 
this dominion, 1 Pet. 5:1-3.  5.) Because it is never heard that any of the apostles did ever 
use any civil power or command; or sat as judges in civil matters, but stood always to be 
judged by civil powers, as is evident from the history of the Acts.  6.) Because God has put 
a difference between the government of the church, and the civil government; and has 
given to each their own proper and distinct officers.  Neither can one invade the other, 
without very great sin, 2 Chron. 19:8-11.  7.) Because it is the mark of Antichrist, to exalt 
himself above all that is called God, 2 Thess. 2:4. 


