
“A Vision of Jesus Christ” 
Revelation 1:9-20 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
            Revelation #3 
                     The risen Christ reveals himself in a vision to his servant, John,  
                        and commissions him to write what he sees. 
 
1.  A Voice!                          vv. 9-11 
 
    (1) John’s Circumstances at the time of the Vision                           
 
          - On the Isle of Patmos: Under persecution for his testimony for Christ 
          - “In the Spirit on the Lord’s Day” 
 
 
    (2)  The Vision commences with a Voice 
 
          - A loud voice, as of a trumpet!              “I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet” 
 

           - cf. Ezek. 3:12 
 
 

           
          - The voice of Jesus! 
 

 - The revealing of His identity        “I am the Alpha and the Omega,  
           the First and the Last” 
 
 
 - His command     “What you see, write in a book  
            and send it to the seven churches which are in Asia...” 
 
 
2.  A Vision!                        vv. 12-16 
 
    (1) The Setting                     “...having turned I saw seven golden lampstands” 
 
          - The seven lampstands represent the church   cf. v. 20 
 
   
 
    (2) One like the Son of Man                                   “and in the midst of the seven lampstands  
         One like the Son of Man” 
          - John combines the descriptions of the heavenly beings in Dan. 3, 7, & 10  
                 and applies them all to Jesus! 
 

          - The symbols in the vision reveal not what Jesus looks like, but what He is like  
              – His identity: 
 

             -1- He is ever-present with His churches                “in the midst of the seven lampstands” 
 
 
 
             -2- He is the perfect and ultimate High Priest    “clothed with a garment down to the feet...  
            girded about the chest with a golden band” 
 

 - He stands before the Father for His people 
 - In His priestly role He tends His “lampstands” – His churches 
 
 

             -3- He possesses the very attributes of the “Ancient of Days” in Daniel 7 
 

 - He is the King and Judge 
 - He is the eternal and sovereign One 
 
             -4- His eyes see all, penetrate all, expose all!               “His eyes like a flame of fire” 
         cf. 2:18 Æ 2:23 
 
 
             -5- He is the perfectly pure, holy One                             “His feet were like fine brass” 
 
 
 
             -6- His voice is the ultimate authoritative voice         “His voice as the sound of many waters” 
  – the voice of God!  
 
 
             -7- He controls all of the creation                “He had in His right hand seven stars” 
 
 
 
             -8- He is the perfect King, defending His people and                     “out of His mouth went a  
       conquering all of His and our enemies by His word                 sharp two-edged sword” 
 
 
             -9- In His radiance and purity                     “His countenance was like the sun  
    He is otherwise unapproachable!       shining in its strength” 
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
   3.  A Commission!                 vv. 17-20 
 
       (1) John’s Response                           “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead.” 
 

          - Follows the fourfold pattern in Daniel 8 & 10: 
          - A vision seen Æ collapse Æ strengthening by the heavenly being Æ more revelation 
 

            
 
       (2) Jesus’ Assuring, Strengthening Words     “Do not be afraid;  
            I am the First and the Last.  
             I am He who lives, and was dead, and 
              behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen.  
          And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”  
 
 
       (3) His Commission to John                      “Write the things which you have seen,  
     and the things which are,  
          - Write the things which you have seen:             and the things which will take place after this.” 
 

             1. The things which are:  The present situation as conveyed in the visions 
             2. The things which will take place after this:  Future trends and events as conveyed in the  
                   visions  
 


