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We don’t know as much about the childhood of Jesus as we probably would like to know. 
We can be certain, though, that we know as much as God intends and as much as we need 
to know. 
Of the four gospels, two—Mark and John—record only events from the adulthood of 
Jesus. Only two—Matthew and Luke—give us any information regarding Christ’s birth 
and early childhood. The events that are recorded in these two gospels are designed to 
show that the son of Mary is the Messiah, sent by God the Savior of the world. 
Such is the narrative before us today in Luke chapter two verses 36 through 38 regarding 
Anna, a godly woman who was divinely enabled to recognize the child Jesus as the 
promised Messiah and to spread that vital information far and wide. 
And so today we consider Anna the Christmas proclaimer, who she was, what she did 
and what she 
said. 
Who she was. Luke 2:36. 
“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; and 
this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years.”1 

And, thus, we are given some biographical information about one named Anna, actually a 
surprising amount of information for such a short span of words. Her name, Anna, means 
gracious or grace. Her father, we are told, was Phanuel which is an alternate spelling of 
Peniel. That is the name that Jacob gave to the place where he wrestled with God in 
Genesis 32:30. 
“And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: ‘For I have seen God face to face, and 
my life is preserved.’” 2 
1 Luke 2:36-37. 
2 Genesis 32:30. 
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And Peniel, therefore, means the face of God. And the father of Anna was named by his 
parents Phanuel or Penial, the face of God. Surely she had a godly heritage. Surely she 
had parents and grandparents who sought the face of God, who wanted to know God 
better, who were looking for the coming Messiah. And that desire was passed down to 
their daughter Anna as we see in our passage before us. 
Furthermore, we are told that she was of the tribe of Asher. The 12 tribes of Israel, as 
you know, grew out of the 12 sons of Jacob and Asher was the second son of Zilpah 
Jacob’s eighth son and the name Asher means happy, so named because his birth made 
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his mother happy. 
The tribe of Asher was one of the smaller, lesser known tribes situated in northern Israel 
in the area known in the first century as Galilee. Asher was one of the not so lost tribes 
of Israel. I hope you understand what I am saying. There is a whole theology that has 
grown up around the idea that 10 of the tribes are lost completely from view and there is 
no record of where they went and we do not know who belonged to those tribes and who 
the descendants were. Well, evidently, somebody forgot to tell Anna, because in that day 
there obviously were still records of the tribes and who belonged to what tribe and the 
record shows that Anna belonged to the tribe of Asher. 
I think the records were still pretty well intact and not all of the people had remained 
scattered. Some obviously came back to Palestine though many of them were scattered 
to other nations and it really was only in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD that the 
records were so destroyed that it is now difficult for most Jews to know what tribe they 
are from except simply sometimes by their name and they can guess from their name 
what tribe they may have belonged to. But otherwise the records are now gone. But they 
weren’t at this day. 
In other words, the 10 so-called lost tribes were no more lost than Judah, the tribe 
supposedly not lost in that day and today the 10 lost tribes are as lost as the tribe of Judah 
is in our day. There really is no distinction between them in that regard. 
Furthermore, Marvin Vincent gives us an interesting comment when he says that the tribe 
of Asher was celebrated for the beauty of its women and their fitness to be wedded to 
high priests and kings. And I think that is significant of what we see unfolding in the life 
of Anna. 
We know something of the status of Anna. She was widowed in the prime of life after 
seven years of marriage and presumably no children. It was common for Jewish girls to 
be 
married at a younger age then than we are accustomed to today. And so she was 
probably in her early 20s, probably married at the age 14, 15, 16, somewhere along there, 
lived with her husband for seven years. Her husband died. She is now a widow in the 
prime of life. Now what is she going to do? And what would most widows do in that 
situation? 
Well, she did something different. 
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At the time we are introduced to her she is quite old. She is, as our Bible tells us, of a 
great age, literally advanced in many days. Her exact age is uncertain because the 
phrases that describe it can be translated in one of two different ways. 
It says in verse 37, “And this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years.”3 Or it can 
be translated, “She had been a widow for 84 years,” making her, if that being the case, 
making her something over 100 years old, 104 plus or minus in that range. That would 
certainly be advanced in many days. 
Probably the other translation, the one in our Bible is the accurate one or at least the most 
likely one. I think either one is probably equally accurate to the Greek, but probably she 
is 84 years old, a widow of 84 years. That is, not a widow for 84 years, but a widow of 84 
years of age, an 84 year old widow. 
The English Standard Version translates as follows. 
Quote, “She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 
when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.”4 
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That certainly seems more likely. The other one is not impossible, but she sure is spritely 
if she is 104 years old. Though, again, by the supernatural grace of God and the strength 
given to her, that is not totally impossible at all. 
Furthermore she is described—or maybe I should say identified—as a prophetess. 
“Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel,”5 and so forth. 
Now we recognize that prophecy had been silent for 400 years. From the days of 
Malachi until the days of the coming of Christ there had been no prophetic voice in Israel 
and yet Anna is identified as a prophetess. And at the birth of Christ we see that prophecy 
was very much revived. Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, spoke divine revelation 
and thereby became a prophet. Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, spoke divinely 
given revelation and thereby became a prophet. Simeon, as we saw last week was a man 
who also spoke prophetic words. We find them recorded in verses 29 through 32. John 
the Baptist as designated as a prophet. And so after 400 years when God has not brought 
any divine revelation to his people now suddenly it seems like the world, or at least the 
Judean world, the Jewish world is filled once again with prophecy, is filled with the 
Word of God, divine revelation being freshly given. 
Anna, however, is one of only a handful of women who are designated in the Bible as 
prophets or prophetesses. One such prophetess is Miriam the sister of Moses as we find in 
Exodus 15:20. Another is Deborah in Judges four verse four. And a third one is Huldah 
3 Luke 2:37. 
4 Luke 2:36-37. 
5 Luke 2:36. 
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recorded in 2 Kings 22:14 and 2 Chronicles 34:22. In the New Testament the four 
daughters of Philip are reported to have prophesied. There the noun “prophet” or 
“prophetess” is not used, but the activity of the prophet is ascribed to them. They are said 
to have prophesied, Acts 21 verse nine. 
But there are only two women, actually, who are called prophetesses in the Greek 
language of the New Testament. One is before us here by the name of Anna. The other is 
found in Revelation 2:20 by the name of Jezebel. 
“Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, 
who calls herself a prophetess [the same word] to teach and seduce My servants to 
commit sexual immorality.”6 

Jezebel, obviously, is a false prophet. In fact, she called herself a prophet. God does not 
call her a prophetess, but that was the title she adopted for herself. 
The term “prophet” or the feminine form “prophetess,” however, can have a broader 
variety of meanings than the one that I have already suggested to you. In many cases it 
does mean one who received and spoke divine revelation. That was true of Deborah. That 
was true of Huldah in the Old Testament. Read those passages and you will find that to 
be so. 
In some cases the term prophet seems to be assigned simply to those who teach others, a 
title sort of like preacher, though they didn’t use the term preacher very frequently in the 
Old Testament, nor did they frequently use the word teacher. But apparently the word 
prophet was sometimes used in this way, not of one who received divine revelation, but 
one who taught the Word of God already given, one who taught from prophecy that had 
been given to others. That would seem to be the case of the many prophets in the school 
of the prophets of Elijah and Elisha not all of whom apparently received special divine 
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revelation, but all of whom were public preachers, public teachers of God’s Word of the 
revelation that had already been given. And they were trained in that task. The school of 
the prophets was to train the preachers to properly preach the Word of God that had 
already been given. 
Sometimes the term prophet can be used of those who lead others in worship. And that is 
the way it is actually used of Miriam. Nowhere in the Old Testament are we told that 
Miriam spoke divine revelation or that she received divine revelation that she had herself 
spoken. But she took up the Word of God and led others, other women, actually, in public 
worship. 
We read in Exodus 15:20: 
Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her 
hand; and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. 
6 Revelation 2:20. 
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And Miriam answered them: "Sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed 
gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!"7 

You say, “Well, that sounds like prophecy.” 
Where did those words come from? Right out of the song of Moses, Exodus 15:1. 
“Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke, saying: "I 
will sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has 
thrown into the sea!”8 And so forth. 
And so Miriam took up the words that Moses spoke by prophecy and she led the women 
of Israel in public worship using those very words. And, thus, there is no indication that 
Miriam necessarily received divine revelation, but she is called a prophetess evidently 
because of this public ministry she had in leading the women of Israel in public worship. 
And there is even one more use of the term and that is a wife of a prophet is apparently 
called a prophetess. 
Now the epistles are not then wives of the apostles. But prophetesses in some cases are 
apparently the wives of prophets. At least that was so in the case of Isaiah we think. 
Isaiah 8:1. 
Moreover the LORD said to me, "Take a large scroll, and write on it with 
a man’s pen concerning Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. And I will take for 
Myself faithful witnesses to record, Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son 
of Jeberechiah." Then I went to the prophetess, and she conceived and 
bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, "Call his name Maher-Shalal- 
Hash-Baz.9 

Isaiah’s wife, the wife of a prophet called a prophetess. Again, as far as the record is 
concerned, we don’t know that she received any divine revelation or even necessarily that 
she taught others, though she certainly may have. But she was the wife of Isaiah and is 
therefore—we know Isaiah was a prophet—and she is therefore called the prophetess. 
So what was Anna the prophetess? Which of these various concepts of prophet applied 
to her? Well, it is interesting that even though she is called a prophetess, no prophetic 
revelation is recorded coming from her lips or ascribed to her. 
Simeon spoke prophecy, but is not called a prophet. Anna is called a prophetess, but as 
far as the record goes spoke no prophecy in the sense of divine revelation. So we really 
don’t know in what sense Anna was a prophetess. But we do know that she represented 
7 Exodus 15:20-21. 
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8 Exodus 15:1. 
9 Isaiah 8:1-3. 
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God to others and she spoke of God to others. We know that sense. Whether there was 
more, we do not know, but we know that she became a spokesman of God’s revelation to 
others. We see that in our text before us. 
There is a text in the Old Testament that is often misunderstood and misapplied. It says, 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish.”10 

I don’t know how many times I have heard that used as if that means that people have to 
have a vision of great things, have to have a plan, a vision, a five year plan, a 10 year 
plan. If the church is going to succeed it has to have a vision of what it wants to 
accomplish, a vision of what God wants it to do. We have to have a vision and be united 
in that vision and go forth and fulfill that vision. And actually this text means nothing of 
the sort. This is talking about prophetic vision. 
God revealed his Word to prophets in visions. Where there is no prophetic word, the 
people perish. Where there is no divine revelation, the people perish. Where there is no 
Word of God proclaimed, the people perish. Where there is a famine of God’s Word, 
there people perish. 
I would submit to you that we are in a perishing condition in the United States of 
America because in spite of all the churches and all the religion and all the sermons and 
all the hoopla and all the books there is not a lot of attention given to the Word of God 
itself. In fact, in many cases this false idea of vision is one of the very things that 
obscures the true idea of vision, the idea of man’s imagination being what we need in 
order to succeed is actually a barrier to receiving what we really need, the Word of God. 
Where there is no clear message from God, people perish. We need the Word of God. 
There is a famine in the land. 
So Anna, that is who she was. Secondly, what she did. 
We read in verse 37, “This woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not 
depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day. And 
coming in that instant...”11 

What she did. In short she devoted her life and service to God. That is what she did. 
Specifically she devoted herself to the temple. She devoted herself to service. She 
devoted herself to Christ. 
She devoted herself to the temple. That was the primary location, the sphere in which she 
worked out her service to the Lord, in the temple, the center of Jewish worship and 
religious activity. As the temple in the Old Testament was the center of public worship 
and religious activity, so the local church today is the center of public worship and ought 
to be the center of our Christ devoted activity. 
10 Proverbs 29:18. 
11 Luke 2:37-38. 
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She did not depart from the temple. What does that mean? Did she have a room in the 
temple complex where she lived day and night? So the words would seem to suggest, but 
that would be highly unusual, though, again, not absolutely impossible. There were 
rooms in the temple complex where priests lived temporarily, sort of like motel rooms. 
The priests served in courses, in teams. There were 24 teams and they took their turn. 
They came and served in the temple for about two weeks at a time and then departed and 
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another team came in. And so when they were away from their homes and serving in the 
temple, they lived in rooms constructed in the temple for that purpose. 
Is it possible that Anna, though she was not a priest, she was not a Levite, she could not 
claim a room in any proper sense, is it possible that because of her unusual devotion to 
God and her reputation that she was assigned a room in the temple and that she actually 
lived there virtually all of her life and did not depart from the temple night and day? Or 
is it more likely that she just was there so much it seemed like she lived there? 
And actually most commentators take that second viewpoint including going back to 
John Calvin. I didn’t read anyone chronologically older than he on this subject, but most 
commentators believe that was the case, that this is a manner of speaking. Somebody who 
is involved in everything at church, all the official things and is volunteering their 
services to other things might be said to live at the church. They are there all the time. 
They live at the church. Nobody would think that they actually took up residence there. 
This seems to be likely what is meant, sort of a phrase, a manner of speaking that she was 
the temple so much that it seemed like she lived there. 
But more to the point you must think what this tells us about her. She was devoting 
herself to full time service to God in the temple. How did she do that financially? There 
was no honorarium. There was no wage. There was no financial support in the temple 
system for a woman like this. There was for the priests and the Levites who were 
supported out of the tithes and offerings of God’s people, but not for Anna. So how did 
Anna live? 
Well, we are not told, of course, but it is likely that she had independent resources. This 
would seem to indicate that when she became a widow she was not a poor widow. She 
was a widow of some means. Either her husband had money or her parents had money or 
her family had money that she inherited. In other words, she appears to be a person of 
independent means who was able, therefore, to devote her life in full time service in this 
way. 
So think about that. Here is a widow, a lady widowed in the prime of life, aged 21, 22, 23 
who is independently wealthy or at least comfortable and what would most women do at 
that circumstance? Most would probably look for another husband and if they were 
independently comfortable they may not get in a big hurry about that. They may wait 
until just the right one came along, but in the meantime would probably take it easy and 
enjoy life because they wouldn’t be pressured by economic hardship as so many widows 
were. 
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But, instead, she took this as an opportunity to devote the rest of her life to the service of 
God. She is a remarkable example of devotion to the Lord. 
Providence changed her circumstances. God had broken in upon her life. God took her 
husband in her youth. What will she do now? She said, “I want to give all of my 
energies, all of my time, all of my resources to the service of God.” 
What circumstances has providence brought into your life? Circumstances change 
throughout life and the things that happen to us are the providences of God. Not very 
many people could have done what Anna did. Not many widows would have been 
financially able to do this. Not many women would have no children, no family to take 
care of as Anna apparently did. Not many men would be able to lay down their jobs 
and the necessity of providing for their family and serve the Lord full time as Anna did. 
But God brought circumstances into Anna’s life that allowed her to do this. She didn’t 
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have to do this. She could have chosen a different course and enjoyed the rest of her life 
in a more normal way and served God in a more minimal way and nobody would have 
faulted her for that. 
But she took these as circumstances given by God in order to serve God with everything 
that she had. 
I say, “What circumstances has providence brought into your life?” 
Some of you are at a stage in life where you have time that you didn’t have before. You 
are now retired. You are no longer involved in public work full time, maybe not even 
part time. You have extra time on your hands. What are you doing with that time?” 
You say, “Oh, I have a full life and activities and hobbies and many wholesome and 
worthwhile things.” And I am sure you do. 
Some people tell me that after they have retired they have become more busy. It seems 
like their life is more busy than it was when they were involved in public work. It makes 
you wonder how diligent they were at their jobs. But I won’t touch that subject. 
But have you ever thought that God may have changed your circumstances and given you 
that opportunity in order to devote more of your time to the Lord? Are you looking for 
something more to do, something that you were not able to do in a previous time in your 
life, but now your circumstances have changed and you could serve the Lord in ways that 
you could not before? Are you looking for those opportunities? 
Some of you have houses, large houses that were very suitable for a time when your 
family was young and you had many children to rear, lots of bedrooms and lots of room 
in your house and the family is all grown and you are an empty nester now, but you are 
still at the same house. Are you recognizing an opportunity from God to utilize your 
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home in a different way, to use it for hospitality, to use it for ministry? Has it occurred to 
you that these changes in your circumstances ought to be devoted in the service of God? 
Well, you say, “There is this problem and that problem and my situation is not ideal.” 
I doubt that Anna’s situation was always perfect or ideal. But if you wait for the perfect 
time you will never do anything. You need to seize the opportunities you have and make 
a way for what God has given you providentially with whatever time you have left that 
your life will count to the fullest for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
And so she devoted herself to the temple and she devoted herself to service. She served 
God, the object of her devotion with fastings and prayers we read, fastings and prayers. 
Prayer is service to God. Prayer is important service to God. Sometimes we think of 
prayer as just a personal need. I pray when I need something from God. It is a personal 
relationship to God to get my personal needs addressed. But Anna understood that prayer 
is one way to serve God. She didn’t just pray for her personal needs. She prayed for many 
other things and her prayers were service to God. 
Do you recognize that? Do you think about that when you pray? Do you consider 
serving God in a greater way through your prayers? 
And fastings. Fasting is secondary to prayer. Fasting is really only important as it is 
helpful to make our prayers more earnest. It is not a requirement. Prayer is. Fasting is 
something that we may do, may want to do in order to make our prayers more focused, 
more earnest, more fervent. It is pleasing to God when it is used in that way. It is not 
pleasing to God when it is used in the way the Pharisees did in Christ’s day to try to 
represent themselves as being more godly, more pious than others because of their 
fasting. 
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But she served God with fasting and prayers night and day. And this tells us of the level 
of her devotion. It was full time, night and day. She had no husband. She had no children. 
She had no family. She was free to do this. And so she served the Lord night and day, 
full time in prayer and in temple activities, involved, apparently in both scheduled and 
unscheduled events at the temple. She wanted to be there for whatever happened. 
There were certain things that took place in the temple on a schedule every day, 
the morning and evening sacrifices. She had no doubt there. There are many other things 
that took place on the temple all the time that were more or less unscheduled, but were 
going on constantly such as people coming to present sacrifices for the purification of the 
birth mother, people coming to present the offering for the redemption of the first born 
son, the very things that took place when Mary and Joseph and Jesus came and met 
Simeon. Those kinds of activities were going on in the temple all the time. She 
apparently didn’t want to miss anything. She wanted to be there for whatever was going 
on all the time. 
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Notice this emphasis on prayer in the case of Zacharias in Luke chapter one and see how 
some of this coordinates together with temple activity. 
Luke chapter one verse five. 
“There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of 
the division of Abijah.”12 

Those 24 teams of priests that I told you about. They have names. His team was called 
Abijah. He was of the division of Abijah. 
His wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And 
they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blameless. But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and they were both well advanced in years. So it 
was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of his 
division...13 

Taking his turn. It was time for his order to serve so he was living at the temple and 
serving with his team. 
Verse nine. 
“According to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he went into 
the temple of the Lord.”14 

They cast lots to see who was going to burn incense. Some priests never had that 
privilege their whole life time. This was considered a great honor to have the lot fall upon 
you to be able to go in and offer incense in connection with the morning and evening 
sacrifice. And, of course, that incense was connected with prayer. 
Verse 10. 
“And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of incense.”15 

And so there were services, we would call them, at the church, meeting times at the 
church, worship times at the church every morning at nine o'clock, every evening, three 
o'clock in the afternoon sacrifices were made, offerings were made, animals were 
sacrificed upon the altar and then incense was offered on the altar of incense and while 
the priest was offering incense inside the temple, out of view of the public, the people, 
the worshippers were gathered outside praying to God. As the incense arose in the 
temple the prayers of God’s people arose on the outside. 
12 Luke 1:5. 
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13 Luke 1:5-8. 
14 Luke 1:9. 
15 Luke 1:10. 
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And what this is telling us is that Anna was faithful to be there every time that happened. 
She served the Lord with fastings and prayers night and day. 
And because it was night as well as day and all the temple activities were scheduled 
during the day, they closed the gates of the temple at night. Nobody came in and out 
during night which is one of the reasons we think it is not likely that she lived 
there or she would have been shut in. But she might have. But this means that even 
during the night hours when there was nothing going on in the temple she was praying. 
She was worshipping God. She was devoted full time to the service of the Lord. 
And so she was devoted to the temple. She was devoted to the service of God and she 
was devoted, thirdly, to Christ himself. And that is why we read in verse 38: 
“And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord.”16 

Coming in or it could be translated, coming up, that instant, coming upon something at 
that particular time. It appears to be mere happenstance, but it is not. This was actually 
the providential guidance of God used to give her understanding of who the Messiah was. 
Because she came up at the perfect moment, she now understood that this baby Jesus was 
the promised Messiah. 
She comes into this section of the temple, whatever section it was, probably the court of 
women at an opportune time. The temple is vast. You can have thousands of people in the 
temple with things going on and no way to be involved with all of them or to know what 
is going on in every part of the temple. 
But guided by God, no doubt, she came up upon Mary and Joseph and Jesus and Simeon 
at just the proper time and she observed Simeon that she knew to be a godly man taking 
up this child in his arms and getting ready to pronounce a blessing. And she wanted to 
hear what Simeon said. And so hurrying to join the group she comes up at that perfect 
instance and listens to Simeon’s words and what does she hear? 
Verse 29. 
Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to 
Your word; For my eyes have seen Your salvation Which You have 
prepared before the face of all peoples, A light to bring revelation to the 
Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.17 

And then Simeon spoke to Mary. 
16 Luke 2:38. 
17 Luke 2:29-32. 
Page 12 of 15 
“Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
which will be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that 
the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”18 

That is what she heard. She came in at the right time and she heard that and that 
convinced her that this child was the promised Messiah that she had been looking for. 
Because she was faithful to attend everything she could at the temple, her faithfulness 
was rewarded. She was given insight and understanding. She was given a special blessing 
from God because of her faithfulness, because she was there at this particular time. 
You think of how many years she had been serving in the temple when nothing very 
eventful took place. Just same old, same old. This was apostate religion. There was no 



Page 10 of 10 
 

prophetic voice. The Jewish religion was in bad condition. The rituals were going on, 
but there wasn’t much heart or substance to it and that had been going on in her life for 
77 years of faithfully serving God. 
You see, even if those around you aren’t filled with warm hearted devotion, you can be 
and she was. But she was faithful to this when most people would have bailed out long 
ago. 
You never know, dear friend, when God may reveal himself in unusual blessing. That is 
why it is good to be faithful to church. The Sunday you miss is the Sunday that the 
special blessing is going to come. 
That is why you ought to be at the prayer meetings. 
You say, “Well, they seem kind of dry and routine.” 
Unfortunately, sometimes they do. But be faithful. The ones you miss are the times when 
God may come in special blessing. 
I notice on Wednesday night when we have something other than our regular prayer 
meeting, a special speaker or something, some of you show up that I never see at the 
regular times. Evidently you don’t have a normal schedule conflict on Wednesday night. 
You can make it when we have something that you consider to be profitable. I am afraid 
your unfaithfulness to the Lord at the regular prayer meeting service doesn’t speak very 
well of your devotion to Christ. You need to be faithful all the time. That is a way to 
serve God and you never know when you may receive a special blessing for so doing. 
But even if you never do, this is service that is pleasing to God. Be faithful to him. We 
don’t need any more of this “What is in it for me” kind of Christianity. We need more of 
how can I serve God? What can I do for him? What can I do that will honor and please 
the Lord kind of Christianity? 
That is the kind that Anna had. 
18 Luke 2:34-35. 
Page 13 of 15 
Now quickly, what she said. Well, number one, she gave thanks to God and, number 
two, she gave testimony to others. 
“And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those 
who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”19 

First she gave thanks to God because that is first priority. Thank God first. Speak to 
others second. Worship God first. Minister to others second. You are in no condition to 
minister others until you have worshipped God. 
She gave thanks to the Lord and then she gave testimony to others. She spoke of him. 
The Messiah is here. She spoke of him to all, to all who looked for the redemption in 
Jerusalem. She spoke of him. It is not so difficult to speak of him when he is the center of 
your life. It is very difficult to speak of him when your religion is more Sunday go to 
meeting only and you are putting on the religious language part of the time and 
you are something else other times. 
She “spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.”20 That is, those 
who were looking expectantly for the promised Messiah like she was. That is, true 
believers. In the midst of all of this ceremonial ritual, much of which was carried out 
routinely and in spiritual deadness, there were those who were alive. There were those 
who were fervent. There were those who were hearing the spiritual meaning and seeing 
the spiritual meaning in the things that didn’t seem to communicate to others. There were 
those who were in communion with God in prayer and in absorption of his Word. There 
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were those who were looking for the promised Messiah. She was one of them and she 
knew who the others were. They knew each other in that vast crowd of people who lived 
in Jerusalem. 
And so she told what she knew to the others. That is what witnessing is, telling what you 
know. 
You say, “I don’t know how to witness. I don’t know how to talk about Christ.” 
Just tell what you know. Don’t try to tell what you don’t know. That is hypocrisy. Don’t 
try to act the big shot. Don’t try to act like you know more than you do. Just be humble. 
Just be gracious. Just tell what you know. That is all God wants you to do. Tell what 
you know. Tell what God has done for your soul. Tell what the Spirit of God has taught 
you from his Word. Just tell what you know. That is what she did. 
And those who are looking for truth will benefit from your witness. Now God, of course, 
has to prepare them to do that, doesn’t he? 
You say, “I may witness to people who are not interested.” 
19 Luke 2:38. 
20 Ibid. 
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No doubt you will. 
“I may try to talk to people who have no interest.” 
We all do at times. But when you can tell that is what is going on, that is probably the 
time to cut it short, move on. Don’t cast your pearls before swine.” 
But when you see here is somebody that is interested, somebody who wants to know 
what you have got to say, God has prepared their hearts. Talk to them. Speak to them. 
God is going to use your witness in their life. 
It is obvious to me that Christ’s advent was made known to a fairly wide circle in Israel. 
We read of the shepherds in chapter two verse 17. 
Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which 
was told them concerning this Child. And all those who heard it 
marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.21 

We saw Simeon last Sunday and what he said in a public place in the temple with 
hundreds of people around, some of whom no doubt heard him. We see what Anna did in 
spreading the word of the Messiah all throughout Jerusalem. We read of the wise men 
and King Herod and the chief priests and the scribes who all heard the testimony of Jesus 
in Matthew two verses three and four and the slaughter of the innocents in Bethlehem 
which could not have been a secret event. Shouldn’t that have alerted people something 
was going on? 
So much testimony, so little interest. 
In many cases there is not a lot of interest today. But be faithful. God is not deaf. He still 
hears our prayers. God is not weak. He still is strong and mighty and able to save and he 
is saving. God the Holy Spirit is still at work. He is still enlivening his Word when and 
where it pleases him where the wind blows where it wishes. 
And so we see Anna, a woman characterized by a God centered devotion, a Christ 
centered expectation, looking for and longing for Christ’s appearing. She told what others 
needed to know. 
Now there is an example for Christmas for all of us, a good time to evaluate our level of 
devotion. Am I utilizing my God given resources and circumstances for the glory of 
Christ? Could I? Should I find other areas to develop? Am I living my life in the light of 
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Christ’s Second Coming? 
Surely I should be. Am I telling others the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ? What 
a wonderful opportunity. May God help us. 
21 Luke 2:17-18. 
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Shall we pray? 
Oh Lord, we find this example by a godly woman Anna and we marvel at her level of 
devotion and sacrifice and we realize there is so much more that we could be doing. Oh 
Lord, forgive us for being dull and too earth centered, not looking for opportunities, not 
reading opportunities in the providences which you have brought into our lives. Lord, 
help us to be more faithful to the one who came and bled and died that we might have 
eternal life. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 


