
 

I. Identifying the Elect           

 A. The Greeting  - vs 1-2          

  1. The Writers 

   a. Paul          

    i. doesn’t identify himself as an apostle    

    ii. His apostleship was not in question in Macedonia   

   b. Silvanus           

    i. A Hellenistic Jew who was a prominent member of the Church in 

    Jerusalem         

    ii. Joined Paul on the 2nd missionary journey - Acts 15:40 

    iii. Became a scribe for Peter in later years - 1 Pe 5:12  

   c. Timothy          

    i. a native of Lystra in Asia minor - Acts 16:1-3   

    ii. Paul’s son in the faith and his protégé- 1 Co 4:7; Phil 2:22; 2 Ti 

    1:2; 2:1         

    iii. Toured with Paul on the 2nd and 3rd missionary journeys 

    iv. Stayed with Paul on his first incarceration in Rome - Phil 1:1; Col 

    1:1; Phi 1         

    v. later served at the church of Ephesus - 1 Tim 1:3   

    vi. was Imprisoned - Heb 13:23  

   d. All 3 men knew the church in Thessalonica,  

    i. they founded it - Act 17:4 

    ii. Timothy later checked on them and gave a favorable report to Paul 

    - 1 Th 3:6         

  2. The Recipients          

   a. Church - ekklesia - ek - out and kaleo - to call - to call out - as used here 

   - a group of called out ones or chosen ones     

   b.  in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 

    i. with one “in” shows equality between the Father and the Son 

    ii. Shows the union that the church has with God and eachother 

    iii. Just like Jesus prayed in Jo 17:11-26 

     - 11 keep through Your name that they may be one as We are. - 

     1Pe 1:5; Jude 1:1 

     - 12 I kept them in Your name - Jo 10:28; 18:9 

     - 14 they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

     - 15 keep them from the evil one. - Mt 6:13; Ga 1:4; 2Th 3:3; 

     1Jo 5:18 

     - 16 "They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 
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     - 21 "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I 

     in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may 

     believe that You sent Me. - Joh 10:38; 14:11; Ro 12:5; Ga 3:28 

     - 22 "And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, 

     that they may be one just as We are one: - Joh 14:20; 1Jo 1:3; 

     3:24 

     - 23 "I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect 

     in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, 

     and have loved them as You have loved Me.    

     - 26 "And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare 

     it, that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and 

     I in them." - Joh 15:9 

   c. in whom?          

    i. God the Father - Ro 8:15-17a      

    ii. the Lord Jesus Christ - Full title - 3 aspects of His redemptive 

    work          

     - Lord  - He is creator and sovereign ruler    

      - the one who made us,      

      - the one who bought us,      

      - the one who rules over us,     

      - the one to whom we owe allegiance   

     - Jesus (Jehovah saves) - refers to His humanity  

     - Christ (The Anointed One)      

      - Greek term for the Messiah    

      - the one promised by God to fulfill His plan of  

      redemption 

  3. The greeting  

    a. Grace to you           

    i. God’s undeserved favor to a sinner in the form of   

     - complete forgiveness of sin     

     - the granting of eternal life     

    ii. Granted to the humble - 1 Pe 5:5; Jas 4:6    

   b. peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    i. the result of grace       

    ii. Not just positional truth, but experiential peace – Phil 4:7  

  c. We give thanks to God always       

   i. for you all,         

   ii. making mention of you in our prayers,          

B. Their Present Condition         

 1. Faith that Works            
  a. remembering without ceasing (in Prayer foundational spiritual qualities)
  b. your work of faith,          



    i. God’s mighty work of salvation drastically changes our  

    nature          

    ii. ergon - toil; an act:--deed, doing, labor, work.   

    iii. Real Faith produces righteous deeds because of the change in 

    nature  - doesn’t take away from salvation by faith alone – Eph 2:8-9

     - Galatians is all about works of the law not – 2:16 justifying a 

     person taking to people that are saved    

     - these works are that which the Spirit produces through the 

     new man as one abides in Christ – Jo 15:1-11; Eph 2:10; Phil 

     2:13; Tit 2:14       

  2. Love that Labors         

   a. Love          

    i. a choice of the new man in obedience to God to consider what is 

    best for another without consideration for self -    

    ii. An enablement of God – Ro 5:5 empowered by the Spirit (fruit of 

    the Spirit – Gal 5:22-23)        

    iii. the motivation of our labor      

     - the love of enemies – Mt 5:44     

     - the love of believers – 1 Thess 4:9 is also a sign of true  

     salvation        

     - the love of God – Ro 8:28; 2 Cor 5:14; Jas 1:12  

   b. labor           

    i. kopos – arduous wearying kind of toil (as reducing the strength, to 

    the point of exhaustion),        

    ii. Unlike work which focuses on the deed, labor focuses on the  

    energy expended        

  3. Hope that Endures         

   a. patience - hupomone – conveys the idea of endurance or perseverance 

    i. Closely related to the concept that the Reformers called the  

    “perseverance of the saints” - Ro 2:7; 2 Thess 1:4; Rev 14:12 

    ii. Pr 4:18 But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines 

    ever brighter unto the perfect day.     

   b. hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 

    i. All believers have hope in the Lord – a persevering anticipation of 

    seeing His future glory and receiving their eternal inheritance 

    ii. Elpis - (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); expectation or  

    confidence:--faith, hope       

    iii. The hope is anchored in the unchangeable Lord Jesus Christ  

    iv. More than mere human wishing     

    v. Such hope ultimately gives victory over the struggles of life 

  C. Understanding Election - vs 4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God. 


