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  I Am The Resurrection - II 
John 11:4 

BI: Jesus can hardly love us more than by revealing His own glory to us no matter 
what the cost.
Introduction:
     It was somewhat shocking last time when we read that upon hearing the report that 
His friend Lazarus was sick, Jesus chose to do nothing. Three times we read that Jesus 
loved this man and his sisters, and yet (6) “when He learned that [Lazarus] was sick, He 
then stayed two days longer in the place where He was?” Why would He do that? Why 
would He not run to the bedside of His friend immediately and use His authority over 
disease to heal him?
    Over the years we have learned from Scripture that to love is to give what I have that 
you need because God wants me to. We get that definition from the Scriptures, which 
reveal that God’s love for man moved Him to give.

• “For God so loved the world that He gave… (John 3:16)
• “Husband, love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 

her…” (Eph. 5:25).
Just by watching God’s interaction with man we learn that to love is to give. So, if Jesus 
really loved Lazarus why didn’t He “give what He had” to save Lazarus’s life? Isn’t that 
what Lazarus needed? Isn’t that what Martha and Mary needed? After all, as women they 
were probably dependent upon Lazarus for their income. 
     The only conceivable answer that  comes to my mind is  that  evidently,  love for 
Lazarus, Martha, and Mary required Jesus to give them something other than rescue from 
suffering,  death,  and  grief.  But  what  could  be  more  important,  more  needed,  more 
necessary than rescue from suffering, death, and grief? 
     This raises the issue of what mankind really needs, doesn’t it? Psychology calls this 
“needs theory.” What do human beings really need? You might say, 

• I really need a college education
• I need a new car
• I  need a  cup of  coffee  (or  a  Red Bull  to  keep me awake through this  boring 

sermon.” 
• A young man may say, “I need to make more money.”
• A young lady may say, “I need to get married.”
• When  she  get’s  married  and  becomes  depressed  she  may  say  “I  need 

chocolate” (because everyone knows Chocolate is better than Prozac). 



But what do we REALLY need? When the noted behaviorist, Abraham Maslow, wrestled 
with this question he ended up developing what is called Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.” 
In his mind the final need was that a man or woman would reach a state that he called 
“self-actualization.” But before that need could be met, other, more basic needs had to be 
fulfilled. Before self-actualization people need esteem (esteem by others and self-esteem). 
More important than that, however, is the need for love and belonging. Even more basic 
is  the  need  for  safety  (personal  and  financial).  But  the  most  fundamental  need,  in 
Maslow’s theory, is physiological. If man is to survive he needs air, water, food, clothing, 
and shelter. In Maslow’s mind, these are man’s most basic needs. Not so with Jesus. 
     In the infinite mind of Jesus Christ He understood that man has a need that is far more 
important, more basic, more fundamental even than the need for breath. Namely, that 
man NEEDS to be reconciled to God. That’s the need Jesus ultimately came to meet. And 
while it is true that Jesus met a lot of other “needs” as He ministered in this world, all of 
them were designed to establish His ability to meet this one absolute and essential need – 
the need for eternal life and rescue from eternal wrath. 
   So as we read the four biographies of Jesus (Matt, Mark, Luke, and John) we will never 
fully  understand  why  Jesus  relates  to  people  as  He  does  until  we  understand  the 
fundamental human need He came to address. But once we grasp this truth, everything 
makes sense.  And that’s especially so here where we see Jesus intentionally ignoring 
Lazarus’ basic need for breath while at the same time claiming to love Lazarus and his 
sisters.
    So here’s the question we must answer as we read chapter 11 of John’s gospel? What 
do Mary, Martha, the disciples, and all the people who have gathered to mourn the death 
of Lazarus need more than anything? Answer: They need to be reconciled to God. They 
need salvation. They need eternal life. How will Jesus meet that need? He will meet that 
need (in this narrative) by showing them the glory of God. 
    Note Jesus’ explanation in verse 4, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the 
glory of God. So that the Son of God may be glorified by it.” 
    How did Jesus intend to demonstrate that He had the authority to give sinners eternal 
life? By revealing the glory of God right before their eyes, and by being glorified Himself 
through it. 
The Glory of God:
    The glory of God is the most important theme in the universe. It is what stands behind 
all of God’s works. Why did He create the world and everything in it? Why does He 
redeem sinners by His grace? Why will He come again to judge the lost and to welcome 
His children into His heavenly kingdom? Is it NOT that He might be glorified? But what 
does the Bible mean when it speaks of God’s glory and God being glorified?
     In his excellent book, The End For Which God Created the World, Jonathan Edward 
explains that the glory of God is defined in Scripture in several ways. For example:

1. Glory  sometimes  refers  to  God’s  internal  excellence,  worthiness,  greatness,  or 
beauty (as in the glory of a king or priest). 1 Chron. 16:24 “Tell of His glory among 
the nations, His glory among the peoples, for the Lord is great, and greatly to be 



praised.”  In  other  words,  “Tell  of  His  internal  excellence,  worthiness,  and 
greatness.” This is His glory.

2. Glory is also described as the shining forth of one’s internal greatness or excellence 
(as in the glory of the sun). In the words of Edwards, this glory is the “exhibition, 
emanation, or communication of the His internal glory.” It is often spoken of in 
terms of shining brightness by the emanation of beams of light. The brightness of 
the sun, moon, and stars are called their “glory.” In Ezek. 10:4 “Then the glory of 
the LORD went up from the cherub to the threshold of the temple, and the temple 
was filled with the cloud and the court was filled with the brightness of the glory of 
the  LORD.”  We also  see  this  shining  glory  when  the  angel  brings  news  to  the 
shepherds that Christ is born in Bethlehem, “The glory of the Lord shone round 
about them” (Luke 2:9). This is the shining glory of God.

3. Glory is also the praise he receives from his people. God is “glorified” when His 
people view his excellency and worth and express praise to Him for it with words. 
Psa. 22:23 “You who fear the LORD, praise Him; All you descendants of Jacob, 
glorify Him, and stand in awe of Him.” Edwards observes that in Scripture to praise 
God is to highly esteem and love Him from the heart, and finding satisfaction and 
delight in His excellence. It also implies joy in God, or rejoicing in his perfections 
as  gratitude  to  Him for  his  benefits  to  us.  We can  glorify  God  by  seeing  His 
greatness,  excellency,  and worth  and joyfully  praising  and worshiping  Him for 
what we behold or apprehend.

    All of this is important to us here in John 11 because Jesus says that the reason He let 
Lazarus die was for the glory of God. So that the Son of God may be glorified by it. In 
other words, Jesus let Lazarus die so that by raising him from the dead, many would see 
that God Himself was showing forth His excellency, worthiness, greatness, and beauty 
through His Son so that they would glorify Him by believing in His name. 
     Beloved, this is so important for us to grasp. God is at work every day to show forth 
his excellency, worthiness, greatness, and beauty so that we (and those around us) would 
apprehend how awesome, majestic, and good He is and glorify Him accordingly.
    On the  one hand,  God’s  excellence,  worthiness,  greatness,  and beauty  should  be 
something we are on the lookout for every day. Where can we discover His glory? 

• Through  His  creation.  (Rom.  1:20  “For  since  the  creation  of  the  world  His 
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, 
being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse”).

• Through His word. The Bible is first and foremost God’s revelation of Himself. 
From the very first verse on the first page of the Bible God is revealing Himself to 
man. He is not hiding His glory. Rather, He makes it easy for us to discover in 
great detail by the use of words. 

• Through His people. This is as true of us today as it was for Lazarus, Martha, and 
Mary. Sometimes God manifests His glory through us by the Christ-like character 
of our homes and the blessed and unified relationships we enjoy because of Him. 
We see His glory in the lives of those you suffer well. 



     This is where the application becomes more specific to our text. God did not rescue 
Lazarus  and His  sisters  from suffering in  this  case  because  there  was  something He 
intended  to  give  them that  was  far  more  valuable  than  healing  and  protection  from 
suffering; namely, a unique and wonderful manifestation of His excellence, worthiness, 
greatness, and beauty (i.e. His glory). Their suffering became the platform upon which 
Christ’s glory was set on display for all to see and respond to.
    The application for us is  that sometimes God intends to set  His glory on display 
through our suffering as we joyfully respond to it not with bitterness and fear but with 
faith, love for Christ, and genuine joy.
     Have you ever asked yourself, “If God’s loves me why is He not coming to my aid to 
rescue me and meet my needs?” Perhaps the reason is that He is allowing you to struggle 
just now “for the glory of God. So that the Son of God may be glorified by it.”
You see, it  was because Jesus loved Lazarus that He did not run to rescue him from 
sickness, suffering, and even death. He has something more magnificent that He wanted 
people to see; namely, the excellency, goodness, and beauty of the glory of God.
     There are many disciplines in the Christian life that we need to become good at. 
Scripture  reading  and  meditation,  prayer,  evangelism,  etc;  these  are  all  foundational 
disciplines of the Christian life. But one discipline that we don’t discuss very often is the 
discipline of suffering well for the glory of God. 
     When you are sick or suffering in some way, how can we respond in a manner that 
points to the excellence, worthiness, greatness, and beauty of God? It will not happen 
automatically. It will take discipline. It might help to ask yourself some basic questions:

• How do I see the goodness of God in this trial?
• What other attributes of God is He revealing to me through this trial?
• How is God revealing His excellence, worthiness, greatness, and beauty through 

this trial? 
• How is God changing me through this trial (2 Cor. 3:18)?
• For what can I be thankful to God in the midst of this trial? 
• What attribute of God can I exalt in when people ask about how I am doing in this 

trial?
• What Scripture should be especially precious to me in this trial?
• What Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs will help me glorify God in the midst of 

this trial?
• Who can I talk to when I begin to doubt God’s goodness in the midst of this trial?

BI: Jesus can hardly love us more than by revealing His own glory to us no matter 
what the cost.


