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Caring for others  

in  

Community 

 

 “But in fact God has placed the parts in 
the body, every one of them, just as he 
wanted them to be. … But God has put 

the body together… , so that there should 
be no division in the body, but that its 

parts should have equal concern for each 
other. If one part suffers, every part 

suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it”  

(I Corinthians 12:18,24-26; cf. I Peter 4:10-11) 

 

 

 



1. Jesus Christ as the standard for care (Mark 

10:45) 

2. The role of leadership in care (Acts 20:28;          

I Peter 5:2-3; I Thessalonians 2:7-8; I Timothy 3:5) 

3. Three dimensions of care (physical, social, 

spiritual) 

4. Church as a place of care (organism & 

organization;  structured and spontaneous care) 

5. Widow care as a model for discernment                     

            (I Timothy 5) 

• Who qualifies to receive care 

•  Who should provide care 

6. The early Church modeled care (Acts 2, 4, 6) 

 



Learning from the God of Care 
 

Have you  

experienced  

God  

as  

the God  

who cares? 



 Greatest demonstration of  

God’s care for us 

  

Romans 5:8 - “But God demonstrates His 

own love toward us, in that while we were 

yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

John 10:11 - “I am the good shepherd. The 

good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep”  

 



 
 

 

  

God’s ongoing care for us 

Matthew 28:20 – “And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of 

the age.” 

 

Hebrews 13:5 -  “He Himself has 

said, ‘I will never desert you, nor 

will I ever forsake you’”  



1 Does Jesus care when my heart is pained Too deeply for 
mirth or song,  As the burdens press,  And the cares 
distress, And the way grows weary and long?  

 

2 Does Jesus care when my way is dark With a nameless 
dread and fear?  As the daylight fades Into deep night 
shades, Does He care enough to be near? 

 

3 Does Jesus care when I’ve tried and failed To resist 
some temptation strong;  When for my deep grief  There 
is no relief, Though my tears flow all the night long?  

 

4 Does Jesus care when I’ve said “goodbye” To the 
dearest on earth to me,  And my sad heart aches Till it 
nearly breaks, Is it aught to Him? Does He see?  

  

O yes, He cares, I know He cares, His heart is touched with 
my grief;  When the days are weary,  The long night 
dreary,  I know my Savior cares.  

 



The God who cares 

 

“At my first defense, no one came to my 
support, but everyone deserted me. May 
it not be held against them.” 

  

“But the Lord stood at my side and 
gave me strength, so that through me 
the message might be fully proclaimed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it.” 

                                              (II Timothy 4:16-17) 



My Father is with me 

 “A time is coming and in fact 

has come when you will be 

scattered, each to your own 

home. You will leave me all 

alone. Yet I am not alone, for 

my Father is with me” (John 

16:32). 



Care as training in comfort 

 “Praise be to the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all 

comfort, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort 

those in any trouble with the comfort 

we ourselves receive from God.” (II 

Corinthians 1:3-4) 



 

The assault on God’s care 

 
Three scenes  

 

1.  Genesis 3 

2.  Job 1 & 2 

3.  Matthew 4 



Mocking Christ on the cross 

 “In the same way the chief priests, the 

teachers of the law and the elders 

mocked him. ‘He saved others,” they 

said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s 

the king of Israel! Let him come down 

now from the cross, and we will believe 

in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue 

him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I 

am the Son of God’”  

 (Matthew 27:41-43cf. Psalm 22:7,8). 

 



I Peter 5:5-9 

5 All of you, clothe yourselves with humility 
toward one another, because, “God opposes 
the proud but shows favor to the humble. 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s 
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due 
time.  

7 Cast all your anxiety (care) on him because 
he cares for you. 

8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour.  

9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith 

 


