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"My Witness is True"

John 8:14

Prayer:  Father God, we do thank you and we praise you for t he 

incredible gift that we have, the gift that we have  received which 

is the gift of your Son.  We are just so incredibly  grateful that 

you gave us Jesus.  Father, this is the day that we  set aside to 

focus on you, on your cross, on what you have done for us at the 

cross, and so we pray in a special way that you wou ld give us the 

power of your Holy Spirit to open up your book, to look anew at 

those words and to see deeper and broader and great er stretches of 

what it is you've done when you gave us that gift.  Give us the 

ability to grow in our love and our adoration of yo ur Son, we pray 

in Jesus' name.  Amen.  

Well, I just said this is the first day of the mont h, first Sunday 

of the month, and this is the day that we remember Jesus and his 

cross.  And we start that out by remembering Jesus on the night 

that he died, he met with his disciples and there f or the last time 

he celebrated a Passover supper with them which is recorded in 

Matthew 26:26-29 .  It says this:  Now as they were eating, Jesus 



took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave  it to the 

disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he took a 

cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to the m, saying, 

"Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of t he covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of  sins.  I tell 

you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vin e until that day 

when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom ."   

Jesus took bread and wine and he offered them up as  symbols of his 

flesh and of his blood, and then he asked his disci ples to eat the 

bread and drink the cup in order to symbolically ea t his flesh and 

drink his blood.  And then he asked them to repeat this remembrance 

of his sacrifice on a regular basis, and this is wh at we call the 

Lord's table.  And we celebrate it once a month, an d we do that by 

meditating on what the Lord Jesus Christ did for us  on his cross, 

by asking God's Holy Spirit to point out areas in o ur lives where 

we are sinning, asking him to point that out to us so that we might 

be convicted of sin, by confessing our sins and the n by 

participating in the elements.  John 6:53  says this:  So Jesus said 

to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you ea t the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no lif e in you."   

Now we've been following the life of Jesus, and so far we've worked 

our way up to the eighth chapter of the gospel of J ohn.  If you 



remember where we were the last time, Jesus has jus t confronted the 

Pharisees about their own sin after they've present ed him with the 

woman who had been taken in adultery.  And so we se e Jesus exposes 

their sin, he dismisses their case, and he rescues the woman and 

then after turning to the crowd, he says, "I am the light of the 

world.  Whoever follows me will not walk in darknes s, but will have 

the light of life."   You see, the light that had gloried with the 

Father before time had begun had come into the dark ness and he had 

come into the darkness with a very specific task at  hand.  Jesus 

came to glorify his Father by bearing that light.  He came to call, 

he came to ransom, he came to rescue his sheep by p aying the price 

of their sin on the cross.  But he came into a worl d whose first 

love was the darkness; a world that viewed the ligh t that he was 

not as a gift but as a threat.  So they were not ab out to accept 

Jesus' testimony.  John 8:13-18  describes what takes place next, it 

says this:  The Pharisees therefore said to him, "You bear witn ess 

of Yourself; Your witness is not true."  Jesus answ ered, "Even if I 

do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true,  for I know 

where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I 

come from or where I am going.  You judge according  to the flesh; I 

judge no one.  Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it 

is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me.  In 

your law it is written that the testimony of two pe ople is true.  I 

am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent 



me bears witness about me."   

You see, going back to the book of Deuteronomy, it had been 

established that it required the testimony of two w itnesses, 

particularly in a capital case.  Deuteronomy 17:6  says:  On the 

evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the  one who is to 

die shall be put to death; a person shall not be pu t to death on 

the evidence of one witness.   So simply put, a person could not 

witness by himself.  In verse 14:  Jesus answered and said to them, 

"Even if I bear witness of Myself, My witness is tr ue, for I know 

where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I 

come from and where I am going."   

I want you to imagine just for a second, just imagi ne where Jesus 

is coming from.  Just imagine, imagine knowing prec isely where 

Jesus came from, where he was headed to and knowing  what Jesus 

knew.  Jesus came from heaven itself where with the  Father and with 

the Spirit for all time he was the ruler of the uni verse.  He came 

from creating everything that had being, from the M ilky Way galaxy 

to the planet they were standing on was part of, to  the very sun 

that lit up the day that they were under, to the ve ry vocal cords 

the Pharisees were using to attack him verbally.  A nd he knew 

precisely where he was going even if none of those around them had 

any idea at all.  He had come to ransom and rescue his lost sheep.  



It was going to cost him his very life as well as e very shred of 

dignity that he had, not just as the king of the un iverse but as a 

human being as well.  And part of the immense burde n that he bore 

was knowing precisely who he was, where he was head ed and what 

awaited him there.  But another part of the burden was the immense 

patience it required for him to tolerate not just t he ignorance but 

the profoundly proud ignorance of his detractors.  

"I know where I came from and where I am going; but  you do not know 

where I come from and where I am going."   Now Jesus was saying, I 

know what I know, and I know it perfectly.  You, on  the other hand, 

don't know what you don't know.  One of the great l imitations of 

any earthly knowledge is that you really don't know  what you don't 

know.  You know, I could think I was an absolutely brilliant 

mathematician if I had a thorough grasp of addition , subtraction, 

division, and multiplication, I could walk around t hinking I really 

know math until somebody approaches me and says wha t do you know 

about differential equations?  I don't know a thing  about 

differential equations.  But if I was a mathematici an, I would say, 

gee, not only do I not know what this stuff is I no w know that I 

didn't know what I didn't know.  That makes me a fl awed and failed 

mathematician.  And that's how it is with any knowl edge that we 

finite human beings acquire.  We can never know wha t it is we don't 

know.  Jesus never had that limitation.  He knew al l things.  He 



knew -- quote -- "where he came from and where he was going," and 

that included knowing everything we needed to know to live life to 

the full, and that's part of the reason that he was  here living 

among us.  You see, it was his -- his Father's dete rmination that 

his glory would be known for our sakes.  And you kn ow, we terribly 

misunderstand what that means.  Now, I could see wh ere a 

non-believer looking at scripture could come upon s ome verses and 

think that God is a flawed, kind of a sinful glory hound because 

there's scripture that seem to indicate that that's  all that God is 

interested in.  For instance, after the Jews flee E gypt, they're 

headed toward the Red Sea and God makes this statem ent in Exodus 

14:17-18 , he says this:  "And I will harden the hearts of the 

Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory 

over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and hi s horsemen.  And 

the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I  have gotten 

glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen. "  

God clearly desires glory, but it 's not remotely th e same kind of 

glory that we crave.  You see, God is not saying I' m going to do a 

gigantic magic trick and everybody is going to appl aud me.  That's 

kind of what people would think when they first loo k at this.  And 

what he's acknowledging is a far -- is far more bas ic than a search 

for our applause.  You see, God is using Pharaoh to  demonstrate 

that the universe is out of kilter when it thinks t hat a created 



being can shake his fist at God and his people and think that they 

can somehow get away with it.  God is simply demons trating who is 

who in this conflict.  He's the sovereign over all creation 

including the Pharaoh in Egypt.  You see, God has h is plans for 

Israel and Pharaoh has his plans for Israel as well .  But Pharaoh 

terribly misjudges God's attributes and his charact er by attempting 

to defy those plans.  And God's glory is nothing mo re than him 

making his character and his attributes known.  And  this is what 

God does not for his sake, but for our sake.  Now, one of God's 

attributes is a term known as aseity.  God has the attribute of 

aseity.  That's a fifty cent word that means that G od needs 

nothing.  God can be described as -- quote -- "of h imself." 

C. Michael Patton defines it this way, he says:  Go d was not in 

heaven twiddling his thumbs before creation and the refore decided 

to create us to avoid eternal boredom.  It was not that God was 

lonely and needed companionship.  Neither was God i n need of 

someone to respond to him by giving him glory.  

Psalms 50:7-12  says this:  "Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O 

Israel, I will testify against you.  I am God, your  God.  Not for 

your sacrifices do I rebuke you; your burnt offerin gs are 

continually before me.  I will not accept a bull fr om your house or 

goats from your folds.  For every beast of the fore st is mine, the 



cattle on a thousand hills.  I know all the birds o f the hills, and 

all that moves in the field is mine.  If I were hun gry, I would not 

tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine."   

Patton goes on to say:  God does not need people's sacrifices.  God 

does not need people's prayers.  God does not need people's love.  

God owns everything.  He is fully self-satisfied.  And God did not 

and does not need us to glorify Him.  It was C.S. L ewis who spoke 

about God's aseity when he said of himself, you kno w, "I hardly 

need my dog's approval of my latest manuscript."  W hat he was 

saying is that God's aseity is such that he hardly needs the stamp 

of approval of us humans on what he does for anythi ng.  He was here 

to bless us by revealing to us who he is.  

And so Jesus in this dialogue with the Pharisees fr om our text this 

morning, what he's really doing is he's making his character and 

his attributes known.  He says:  "I know where I came from, and 

where I'm going; but you do not know where I come f rom and where 

I'm going."   You see, Jesus completed the Father and the Fathe r's 

desire for glory was because that glory was an extr aordinary gift 

from him to us.  God knew the extraordinary benefit s that would 

come to us by understanding his character and his a ttributes, that 

is by understanding his glory, and so his desire wa s to impart that 

to us.  And Jesus became a man in order to do that.   



And one aspect of God's character that we see demon strated in our 

text this morning was Jesus' profound humility.  It 's a humility 

that is evidenced in his response to the Pharisees'  accusation.  

They say in John 8:13:  "You bear witness of Yourself; Your wit ness 

is not true."   Jesus simply says in verse 14:  "I know where I came 

from and where I am going; but you do not know wher e I come from 

and where I am going."   Now, let me put Jesus' answer into context 

by suggesting how I might have answered that questi on if I was 

Jesus.  If I was Jesus, you know, I might have said , "You don't get 

it.  I 'm the king of the world!"  Except I probably  would have said 

it more like that guy in The Titanic , "I'm the king of the world!"  

is what I would have said.  I'm not only the king o f the world, I'm 

the king of the Milky Way, which is part of the gal axy that this 

planet is part of, but you don't know that because you don't know 

what you don't know.  "I know where I come from and I know where 

I'm going."   You also don't know that this galaxy contains ove r 100 

billion stars and my universe has over 500 bill ion galaxies.  And I 

created every one of them and I called them out by name and I am 

sustaining them moment by moment even while I stoop  to even talk to 

you.  You say I need two witnesses?  Okay, witness number one, the 

universe is my witness.  And witness number two, I am my own 

witness.  Why?  Because "I know where I came from and I know where 

I'm going."   And I would add and how dare you even begin to 



question my witness of myself.  But I'm not Jesus.  And believe me, 

the world can be thankful for that.  

But you know, the more I read Jesus' response, the more stunning it 

is to me the humility, the profound humility that J esus is 

expressing.  Jesus' response in verse 15 is to say this, he says:  

" You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one.  And yet if I do 

judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but  I am with the 

Father who sent Me."   You see, Jesus is telling them that they 

judge and when they judge, they judged what they th ink they know, 

but they judge by what they don't know, that is the y judge 

according to the flesh.  In fact there was only one  person capable 

of passing perfect judgment and that's because he w as the only one 

who knew all things perfectly, and that was Jesus, but at this time 

judgment was not his role.  In John 3:17  it says:  For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, b ut in order that 

the world might be saved through him.   Thus Jesus says in this 

instance, he says, "I judge no one.  And yet if I do judge, my 

judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I am with  the Father who 

sent Me."   

So what Jesus is doing here is he's brill iantly add ressing the 

Pharisees' need for two witnesses by saying everyth ing I do has the 

dual witness of myself and my Father.  So everythin g I do meets the 



qualifications of Deuteronomy as well as he says in  verse 17, he 

says:  "It is also written in your law that the testimony of two 

men is true.  I am One who bears witness of myself,  and the Father 

who sent me bears witness of me."   

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I'd lik e us to take 

just a moment or two to consider the profound humil ity of Jesus 

Christ.  Consider the proud arrogance of the questi ons that are 

being fired at him and consider his answers.  Consi der also this 

warning that God gives concerning communion.  This is from 

1 Corinthians 11:28-32 .  God says:  But let a man examine himself, 

and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cu p.  For he who 

eats and drink in an unworthy manner eats and drink s judgment to 

himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  For this reason many are 

weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  For if we  would judge 

ourselves, we would not be judged.  But when we are  judged, we are 

chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned  with the 

world.   I say this every month, I say communion is extrem ely 

serious business and to enter into it in an unworth y manner is to 

literally court disaster.  If you are not absolutel y confident that 

you're a child of the King or if you first need to be reconciled to 

your brother and sister before you bring your sacri fice to the 

altar, then as the elements are coming, just pass t hem by.  I've 

said it before, nobody's going to look at you as st range or odd; 



instead they may think you very wise.  But you know , on the other 

hand, we can also make the mistake of thinking that  unless we are 

spotlessly perfect we are unworthy to receive commu nion, and that 

too is a mistake.  You see, being a child of the Ki ng doesn't mean 

that we don't sin, that we never fail.  What it mea ns is that when 

we do fail, we understand that we are aware that we 've sinned 

because God's Spirit now lives inside us, it is the  Holy Spirit 

convicting us.  And so we grieve as children who kn ow we have a 

Father who longs to forgive and cleanse us.  God sa ys in 1 John 

1:9:  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and ju st to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness .   So being a 

child of the King doesn't mean that we are without sin.  What it 

means is that when we sin, we understand we have an  advocate with 

the Father.  1 John 2:1  says:  My dear children, I write this to 

you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father -- Jesus Christ, the Right eous One.   And 

so because we possess Jesus Christ's righteousness and not our own 

righteousness, we are free to eat from his table.  And so if you 

love your Lord, don't deny yourself the privilege t hat Jesus has 

purchased for you with his blood.  Take some time n ow to worship 

the one who truly knows where he came from and know s where he is 

going.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse say s this:  For I 



received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   Take and eat.  

We've been looking at the humility of Christ and hi s willingness to 

even engage the Pharisees in this dialogue that he' s engaged with 

them in.  In verse 17 it says this:  Jesus says:  "It is also 

written in your law that the testimony of two men i s true.  I am 

the One who bears witness of myself, and the Father  who sent Me 

bears witness of Me."   Verse 19 then says of the Pharisees:  Then 

they said to Him, "Where is your father?"   That's not an innocent 

question.  In fact, that's a vicious question.  You  see, for all of 

Christ's earthly ministry, he was dogged by the per sistent rumor 

that he was the illegitimate son of a peasant woman  whose marriage 

to Joseph took place after she had become pregnant,  and that much 

is true.  Matthew 1:18  says this, it says:  Now the birth of Jesus 

Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mar y had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be 

with child from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband J oseph, being a 

just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolve d to divorce her 

quitely.  But as he considered these things, behold , an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Josep h, son of David, 

do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that whi ch is conceived 



in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a so n, and you shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people fr om their sins."   

So Joseph married Mary and as people do even today,  their peers 

counted the months between their marriage and Jesus ' birth and they 

concluded that Jesus had been conceived outside of the bounds of 

marriage.  Today more than half of all children bor n to women under 

30 are conceived outside of the bounds of marriage.   So the social 

stigma attached to illegitimacy which used to be pr ofound is no 

longer so, again just by sheer volume.  I mean, bas ically our 

culture laughs at il legitimacy.  Jesus' culture did  not laugh at 

illegitimacy.  Deuteronomy 23:2  points out how seriously God took 

this, it says: "No one of il legitimate birth may enter the LORD's 

assembly; none of his descendents, even to the tent h generation, 

may enter the LORD's assembly."   

The word "legitimate" means performing according to  rules or 

regulations, and when it comes to childbirth, obvio usly in our 

culture and this place those rules have changed.  S o we don't get 

the force of the insult the Pharisees intended or t he shame that 

was associated with illegitimacy when they said, "Where is your 

Father."   You see, this question was a mocking, sneering at tempt to 

demean Jesus as illegitimate.  And Jesus once again , he's 

completely nonplussed in his response.  This is wha t he says:  

Jesus answered, "You know neither Me nor My Father.   If you had 



known Me, you would have known My Father also."  He  spoke these 

words by the treasury, while teaching in the temple  complex.  But 

no one seized Him, because His hour had not come.  Then He said to 

them again, "I'm going away; you will look for Me, and you will die 

in your sin.  Where I'm going, you cannot come."  S o the Jews again 

said, "He won't kill himself, will he, since he say s, 'Where I am 

going, you cannot come'?"   

What is amazing in this dialogue is not only Jesus'  humility in 

tolerating the absolute scorn that's coming from th e Pharisees but 

it's his incredible long suffering patience and the  calm, 

collected, and matter of fact way that he describes  their fate.  He 

just says, "You will die in your sin.  Where I'm going, you ca nnot 

come."   And then what follows is what we will call a dial ogue of 

the deaf.  You see, Jesus is engaging the very ones  who are living 

proof of his own words in Matthew 13:14  when Jesus said this, he 

said:  "Isaiah's prophesy is fulfil led in them, which says :  'You 

will l isten and listen, yet never understand; and y ou will look and 

look, yet never perceive.  For this people's heart has grown 

callous; their ears are hard of hearing, and they h ave shut their 

eyes, otherwise they might see with their eyes and hear with their 

ears, and understand with their hearts and turn bac k -- and I would 

cure them."   As I said, this is a dialogue of the deaf, and it 's 

the dialogue of the deaf because the Pharisees have  chosen to 



"listen and listen, yet never understand."   Their hatred for who 

Christ is has shut their ears and blinded their eye s.  

Now, there are layers of religion and culture that tend to obscure 

how outrageous their response actually was, but eve n a brief look 

beneath the surface will reveal that their response  is couched in 

scorn and ridicule and the vain conviction that the y are the ones 

who are blessed of God and Jesus is this outlier wo rthy only of 

their disgust.  Again, verse 21 says this:  Then he said to them 

again, "I'm going away; you will look for Me, and y ou will die in 

your sin.  Where I'm going, you cannot come."  So t he Jews said 

again, "He won't kill himself, will he, since he sa ys, 'Where I'm 

going, you cannot come'?"   Just to take this apart a little bit, in 

other words, what they're saying is the Pharisees a re saying we're 

obviously the ones who everybody knows who are high ly blessed of 

God and this Jesus, well, he's clearly someone who' s going to be 

dying in his own sin as well, and since he's saying  that we can't 

go where he is going and we know we're going into A braham's bosom, 

well then it's likely that he's probably going to b e kill ing 

himself because he's obviously going to Hades, and after all, we 

won't be going where he's going because we're the g ood ones and 

he's this illegitimate poser.  Now remember, they a re pouring out 

this invective on the King of the universe.  



As the elders begin to pass out the cup, I want to just focus in on 

this dialogue a little bit.  It 's just astounding t o me how Jesus 

once again is very matter of fact, and he sets them  straight in 

verse 23, he says:  "You are from below," He told them, "I am from 

above.  You are of this world; I am not of this wor ld.  Therefore I 

told you that you will die in your sins.  For if yo u do not believe 

that I am He, you will die in your sins."   So Jesus very calmly, 

very succinctly tells an incredibly hostile, mockin g crowd the very 

same thing that we are charged to tell that crowd t hat's right 

outside the doors.  "If you do not believe that I am He, you will 

die in your sins."   If you do not believe that Jesus is who he said 

he was, you will die.  That's an absolute fact.  An d it's a fact 

that applies to mocking Pharisees, polite atheists,  religious 

worker bees, and indifferent evangelicals alike.  I n fact, it 

applies to anyone who denies the fact that he or sh e is completely 

and totally lost when it comes to being worthy at a ll for heaven.  

Nasty people die in their sins; nice people die as well, and every 

group in between.  

Jesus Christ came to this planet to glorify his Fat her by rescuing 

and ransoming those of his sheep who knew that they  could never 

perfectly meet even one requirement of the ten comm andments.  The 

Pharisees in this passage couldn't even remotely ge t past the very 

first commandment, Exodus 20:3:  "Do not have other gods beside 



me."   God insists that our number one priority and the number one 

priority of everyone of his creatures, creatures wh o owe their very 

existence to him, is him.  Any time we substitute a nything as being 

as important or more important than our relationshi p with God, we 

create of that thing a god with a little "g," and w e sin.  We 

render ourselves unfit for heaven.  The Pharisees h ad substituted 

their own rules, their own regulations, their own r eputations for 

that of the true God, and they had become so blinde d to their own 

wickedness that they openly mocked the very God tha t they claimed 

to be serving.  Again verse 23:  "You are from below," He told 

them, "I am from above.  You are of this world; I a m not of this 

world.  Therefore I told you that you will die in y our sins.  For 

if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in  your sins."  

"Who are you?" they questioned.   

You know, one way or another, by hook or by crook, by worship or by 

scorn, the Pharisees wound up at the one question e very one of us 

is going to wind up with when it comes to Jesus Chr ist.  The 

question is:  "Who are you?"  Once again, they came  to that 

question dripping with sarcasm and scorn.  It was m ore like, "Who 

are you?"  Well, you can come to that question with  fists raised or 

with your bitterness disguised by sarcasm or indiff erence, but 

you're going to find like Pharaoh did that you are never going to 

win when you are up against the very King of the un iverse who 



says:  "I know where I came from and where I'm going.  But  you do 

not know where I come from and where I'm going."   And whether 

you're a Pharisee or an atheist, whether you're ind ifferent or 

belligerent, whether you're sarcastic or sincerely seeking, God 

will always be far more than one step ahead of you.   

1 Corinthians 1:23  says:  But we preach Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles.  Yet 

to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Chri st is God's 

power and God's wisdom.   See, if we are called of God, and if we 

are called of God, we are ready to meet him on our knees, and if we 

are called of God we would be able to hear Jesus wh en he answers, 

once again, the dialogue:  "You are from below," He told them, "I 

am from above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world.  

Therefore I told you that you will die in your sins .  For if you do 

not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins ."  "Who are 

you?" they questioned.  "Precisely what I've been t elling you from 

the very beginning," Jesus told them.   

He'd been speaking to them from the very beginning,  but also from 

the very beginning they had not been listening.  He 's the king of 

the universe, the maker and sustainer not only of g alaxies but of 

you and me.  And for you and for me, he left heaven  itself, he 

lived a perfect life as a man here on earth and he suffered not 



only the scorn of those Pharisees but the absolute humiliation of 

his own creation stripping him naked, hanging him o n a tree, 

mocking him while he bled out his life blood for us .  And worse 

yet, he endured the rejection of his own heavenly F ather whose 

perfect justice had no choice but to punish the evi l Jesus had 

become as he went to the cross to bear your sins an d mine.  Just 

consider the humility, consider the patience, consi der the love 

that drove him.  

Ephesians 2:8-9  says:  For you are saved by grace through faith, 

and this is not from yourselves; it is God's gift - - not from 

works, so that no one can boast.   Take a moment to consider God's 

gift to you.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 25th verse say s this, it says:  

In the same manner He also took the cup after suppe r, saying, "This 

cup is the new covenant in My blood.  This do, as o ften as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me."   Take and drink.  

This is the time that I call heads, hands, and feet .  It's the time 

where we speak of a practical application of what i t means to 

remember Jesus Christ.  And you know, Christmas is obviously a very 

unique time of year, it is a time when the world fo r a few brief 

days seems to very, very slightly, very cautiously let its guard 



down just a little bit.  You know, we have this war  on Christmas, 

and the war on Christmas is proof that the enemy wa nts nothing 

whatsoever to do with even this minor concession.  And most of the 

news that we hear these days comes about, you know,  school systems 

that are getting sued by the ACLU because they have  hymns in their 

Christmas programs or towns that are getting sued b ecause they have 

nativity scenes and that sort of thing, and much of  the battle 

really has to do with an ignorance of the law and p eople terrified 

that they're going to be stepping on other people's  toes.  But I 

would like to suggest something for the month of De cember.  You 

know, I would like to suggest that each of us pray very 

strategically with the gift of this time that God h as given to us, 

and one of the things that I would like to pray is that we would 

have the opportunity -- and you know, you're all go ing to be seeing 

your aunts, your uncles, your cousins, your friends  and all of 

these kind of situations are going to come up and y ou know, folks 

say, well, how do I do this, how do I shoehorn the gospel into 

these social settings?  How do I do it?  May I sugg est to you that 

this month we pray that God would give us the oppor tunity in 

conversation to just ask somebody, anybody, friend,  cousin, 

whatever, what does Christmas mean to you?  That's a -- that's as 

non threatening a question as you can ask anybody.  And I'm 

suggesting this not as a means to shoehorn the gosp el into whatever 

the response is.  I 'm saying ask whoever it is God calls you to ask 



that question and then just sit back and ask God fo r the wisdom to 

hear them when they speak and to truly listen to wh at they are 

saying and to respond to what it is that you've hea rd rather than 

some pre-programmed moment of saying, okay, you've said your thing, 

now I'm going to say my thing.  Just ask God for th e wisdom to 

follow the conversation perhaps to an end where you  would get the 

opportunity to share the gospel.  Ask God for that privilege and 

then for the month of December, be on your toes whe n you have a 

social setting, when you have a social gathering, s ay God, is this 

the person that I'm to ask this question:  What doe s Christmas mean 

to you?  You know, they may say something cultural,  they may say 

something about family, or they may say something a bout their 

ignorance.  I have no idea what Christmas is about.   Let's pray 

right now for opportunity in each of our spheres of  influence, in 

each of the circles that we're going to be in in th is month that 

God would give us a time and a place and a person f or that 

question.  Let's pray.  

Father God, we're scattering in all different direc tions and will 

be scattered throughout the month of December and p articularly 

we're going to be talking to friends and relatives and people that 

we often times don't get to rub shoulders with, and  we're uniquely 

in a situation where the gospel can actually be dis cussed.  Father, 

I want to pray for each of us the wisdom that we ne ed and the 



confidence that we need in your wisdom to simply as k you to direct 

them to the right person to ask this question:  Wha t does Christmas 

mean to you?  Furthermore, Lord, I just -- I pray t hat you would 

give each and every one of us the wisdom and the ab ility to follow 

that course of -- of response and answer, the abili ty to just hear 

what the person is saying and to engage that person , and should by 

your grace and by your mercy we have an opportunity  to present the 

good news that Jesus Christ became a man, God in th e flesh, that he 

walked this earth, that he lived a perfect life and  offered that 

life up on a tree so that we in our sin could excha nge our sin for 

His righteousness, that we would have that opportun ity, Lord, I 

pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen.   


