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Identifying Antichrists and Obeying the Lord 

... this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and 

even now already is it in the world. 1Jn.4.3 

The word of God is the only means a child of God has to discern those who might 

be antichrist.  This is a very serious matter to which the children of God should 

give serious thought.  As there was a son of Adam named Cain who murdered his 

brother Abel (1Jn.3.12), and as there was a son of Adam named Judas Iscariot 

who murdered his own friend, our Lord Jesus Christ (Ps.41.9; Pr.27.6; Mt.26.49, 

50), there are those of the like ilk which the Scriptures warn us against.  These are 

called antichrists.  As there is coming a man that is Antichrist, so our Lord Jesus 

Christ shall come one day.  What am I saying?  The Bible reveals to us certain ones 

that are wicked and antichrist, and of certain ones that are holy and Christ’s own.   

There is much confusion surrounding the issue of antichrists. Part of this 

confusion is due to ignorance of the word of God, and part is because some do 

not rightly divide the word of God. (2Ti.2.15)  For Christians, rightly dividing the 

word of God requires familiarity with it. The Bible speaks in black and white 

terms: absolutes.  Bible doctrines are in the main basic and clear.  The issue of 

antichrists is no exception.  

In the Bible there are terms that are used which have broad or general senses to 

them and terms that have definitive or absolute senses. Terms like unbeliever, the 

lost, and the world might have broader meanings to them, when sheep, goat, 

saint, Christian or Christ’s and antichrist have a more limited sense. For example, 

the word unbelief is sometimes used in such a broad sense that it can be applied 

to everyone without exception.  

Ro 11:32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have 

mercy upon all. 

But the word believe is definitive and in this case excludes those that are in 

unbelief.  
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Tit 3:8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm 

constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to 

maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men. 

We should not underestimate the importance of the right use of terms. For 

example, by the time we are finished today hopefully we can agree with the 

following statement: It is correct to say that while all unbelievers are not 

antichrists, all antichrists are unbelievers.  The word of God has something 

specific to say about antichrists that does not apply, and cannot be applied, to 

every unbeliever. And let’s be clear, false prophets, false teachers, and antichrists 

are treated in Scripture as if one person.  In other words, though there might be 

different manifestations, prophet, teacher, Christ-denier in a man or a woman, 

they are to be treated the same.  Whether someone manifests to be a false 

prophet, or a false teacher, or an antichrist doesn’t matter.  The children of God 

have but one response to them all. That the apostles John and Peter treat these 

all the same should be clear enough to understand. 

1Jn.4.1 ¶  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 
2  Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 
3  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that 
it should come; and even now already is it in the world.  
 
2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people [of the O.T.], 
even as there shall be false teachers among you [of the New Testament], 
who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 
 

But before we consider this, pay close attention to what follows.  All of the 

various descriptive terms employed concern the same person: antichrist.  The 

works, the doctrine, the judgment and eternal destiny speak of those who are 

antichrist.  
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The Bible tells us that there are antichrists in the world (1Jn.4.3), or those that 

have the spirit of antichrist. They are called workers of iniquity (Mt.7.23); children 

of the devil (Jn.8.44; Acts 13.10), false apostles (2Co.11.13), false teachers 

(2Pe.2.1), false prophets (Acts 13.6; 1Jn.4.1), deceivers (2Jn.7), liars (1Jn.2.22), 

ungodly men (2Ti.3.4), certain men which have crept into the Lord’s churches 

(Jude 4), the ungodly among an unregenerate world at the second coming of 

Jesus Christ (Jude 15), ravening wolves which come in sheep’s clothing (Mt.7.15), 

grievous wolves (Acts 20.29), a certain sort of men which cause the times of the 

last days to be perilous for the believing (2Ti.3.8), and they transform themselves 

into the apostles of Christ. (2Co.11.13). It should be obvious that antichrists stand 

head and shoulders above an unbelieving world against Jesus Christ and His 

people.  What do these kinds of men do? 

The Bible extensively describes the works of antichrists. To these, Jesus Christ is a 

cloak to disguise their wicked works. They do not abide in the truth, they lie, 

forsaking the right way and going astray, turning the grace of our God into 

lasciviousness, they are false accusers, trucebreakers, traitors, they love 

themselves, love pleasures more they love God, they have hearts that are 

exercised with covetous practices, making merchandise of the saints, sparing not 

the flock of God, feasting  with the saints without fear, they are despisers of those 

that are good, corrupting themselves, walking in the lust of uncleanness, having 

pernicious ways, seeking to turn away people from the truth, beguiling unstable 

souls, leading captive silly, sin-ladened women, having eyes full of adultery, 

deceitful workers, appearing to do many wonderful works, presumptuous, 

boasters, proud, heady, highminded, blasphemers, speaking perverse things, 

brazenly speaking evil of authorities, self-willed, incontinent, fierce, disobedient 

to parents, without natural affection, unthankful, unholy, and having only a form 

of godliness but denying the power thereof.  It is of this sort that comes to the 

Lord’s churches, or rise up from within her own membership, which lead off by 

their heresies those that are ignorant and weak in the faith. (Acts 20.30) Now let’s 

contrast antichrists to Christians. 

Antichrists can and will draw back unto perdition. They turn from the holy 

commandment and return to their filth like a sow wallowing in the mire and a dog 
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to its vomit. (He.10.38; 2Pe.2.21, 22) The elect of God cannot draw back so. None 

can pluck them out of the hands of their God and Savior.  Nothing can separate 

them from His love. Christians can suffer the loss of everything but everlasting 

life. (He.10.39; Jn.10.28, 29; Ro.8.39; 1Co.3.15) These false professors were before 

of old ordained to this condemnation (Jude 4); but the elect are indelibly written 

in the Lamb’s book of life before the foundation of the world. (Re.13.8; 17.8; 

21.27; Phl.4.3)  Of these wicked professors it is said that the Lord reserves them 

to the day of judgment to be punished. (2Pe.2.9) But the believing are preserved in 

Jesus Christ and called. (Jude 1) It is written of these reprobates that they are 

made to be taken and destroyed. (2Pe.2.12) But the saints of God are afore 

prepared unto glory. (Ro.9.23) To antichrists is reserved the blackness of darkness 

… and … the mist of darkness for ever…. (Jude 13; 2Pe.2.1) But the believing shall 

come into the presence of God, see His face, and dwell in His light for all of 

eternity.  (Re.22.4, 5) These wicked persons bring upon themselves swift 

destruction. (2Pe.2.1) But the children of God shall be saved. (Ro.10.13) These 

reprobates’ judgment … lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

(2Pe.2.3) But to us there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 

Christ Jesus.  (Ro.8.1)  Jesus Christ shall say to these wicked ones in that final day, I 

never knew you: depart from me ye that work iniquity. (Mt.7.23)  But the children 

of the King shall hear, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world … (Mt.25.34)  

The Bible spares no words to describe who antichrists are and what they do.  It 

should not come as any surprise, then, that the Lord explicitly commands His 

children against having any positive interactions with them.  We need to ponder 

for the next few moments the seriousness of these commandments. 

Christians have several commandments from the Lord that must be heeded.  The 

Lord delivered these commandments because of the deceptions antichrists pose 

to His people and to the faith once delivered to them.  

The First of the Commandments to Be Considered  
Christians are commanded, Believe NOT every spirit, but try the spirits.  Two 

commandments in one: YOU DO NOT BELIEVE every spirit!, and, YOU TRY them! 
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1Jo 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are 

of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 

DO NOT BELIEVE everyone that would come to the church, claiming to be Christ’s; 

rather, YOU TEST them by hearing what they say and judging it by the word of 

God. This testing proves those who are Christ’s from false professors. (Mt.24.24)  

It is more than saying, I believe Jesus died for my sins.  It is a confession of one’s 

personal understanding of who Jesus Christ is.  

1Jn.4.2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 

not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 

should come; and even now already is it in the world. 

As newborn souls mature in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ the reality of 

their confession becomes clearer.  They will begin to appreciate more and more 

who He is.  While they do not know so many of the great truths of the Person of 

Jesus Christ, they cannot deny that He is the Son of God come in the flesh. (comp. 

1Jn.5.20) They can grow to appreciate the significant doctrines of the deity of 

Christ, His virgin birth, His eternal existence, His impeccability even when in 

human flesh.  Testing the spirits identifies those false professors which have made 

their way into one of the Lord’s churches. As the truth is preached, these false 

professors will begin to balk at the doctrines of Christ.  Almost always the end of 

this is that the false professor will leave the congregation and in leaving, take 

some with them.  Of those who leave, some will never be recovered; but some 

will. (Acts 20.30; Jn.6.64-66)  

The Second of the Commandments to Be Considered  
After having discovered that someone is antichrist, pastors are commanded to 

turn away from them. In 2Ti.3.5 Paul commands Timothy, pastor of the church at 

Ephesus, with these words: from such turn away [a]potre<pou, second person, 

sing, imperative, middle voice verb; which could be translated, turn thou thyself 

away from … them.]  From whom was Timothy to turn away?  He was to turn 

away from those delineated in the previous verses. (vss.2-5a) But why was he to 
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turn away from these? Because, it was of this sort of men that antichrists came.  

Not every man of this sort was antichrist, but some were. It was enough that 

these men manifest tendencies leaning to antichrist.  Notice that it is men of this 

sort that resist the truth; they are men of corrupt minds, and reprobate 

concerning the faith. (vss.6-9) Being reprobate means in this place that they are 

void of the ability to discern the true doctrine of Jesus Christ. Jesus said to His 

disciples of these men, Let them alone! (Mt.15.14) So, the commandment is to 

pastors, those who should be personally and well acquainted with God’s word, to 

turn away from these men of whom some are clearly antichrist. Dear Christian 

friend, if pastors should turn away from these, it would be certain those under 

their care should also. (1Ti.4.12)  

The Third of the Commandments to Be Considered  
Christians are commanded NOT to receive antichrists into their houses and give 

joyful greetings to them. Again, there are two commandments in one.  These 

commandments are found in the second epistle of the apostle John.  This epistle 

is written to an elect mother and her believing children. (v.1) Notice that there is 

nothing said in this epistle concerning the husband and father of this family.  The 

information provided in this Scripture is sufficient for them, if they will hear it. 

And so, it is sufficient for us too, if we will hear it.  Read the text: 

2Jo.10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him 
not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  
11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 

The first commandment is that they are NOT TO RECEIVE AN ANTICHRIST INTO 

THEIR HOUSE. … receive him not (lamba<nete, 2nd person plural, present, 

imperative). John identifies this wicked man as one that transgresses (Greek, 

parabai<nw, meaning passes by, or glosses over) and abides (remains, continues, 

tarries) NOT in the doctrine of Christ. (v.9) And what specifically is that 

transgression? That transgression is that he confesses not that Jesus Christ is 

come in the flesh.  Literally, this commandment can be stated: ‘YOU ALL DO NOT 

RECEIVE HIM INTO YOUR HOUSE.  This mother and her children are to obey this 

commandment. 
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Let’s be careful here to attend to the words which govern who we should and 

should not receive into our houses.  The consideration is not whether some might 

come preaching their antichrist blasphemies.  No.  The consideration is that they 

bring not the true doctrine of Christ.  If we know who they are, it doesn’t matter if 

they aren’t proactive with their evil doctrine, but because they do not bring the 

true doctrine of the Lord Jesus they are to be rejected.  John commanded this 

believing family not to receive such people into their homes.  

The second commandment, which is found in the same verse says: NEITHER BID 

HIM GODSPEED.  Bid is from the Greek le<gete, 2nd person plural, present, 

imperative.  Literally, ‘YOU ALL DO NOT BID HIM GOD SPEED.’ God speed is 

translated from a Greek present infinitive, xai<rein, charein, which is found seven 

times in the N.T. and translated in the KJV Bible as greeting (Acts 15.23 23.26; 

Ja.1.1); rejoice (Ro.12.15; 2Co.2.3); and Godspeed (2Jn.10, 11). The children of 

God are to be firm to reject any person that is discovered to be antichrist.  They 

are to be clear to express their displeasure to them.  There is no joy to a Christian 

when confronted with such a Christ-denier.  But this isn’t all.  The apostle John 

continues by writing, that should a child of God fail to obey the commandment, 

and rather bids this wicked person Godspeed, he becomes a partaker of his evil 

deeds (Greek, koinwnei?, 3ps. pres. ind. of koinwne<w; tss. is distributing, is 

partaking, and is communicating). 

2Jn.11  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds. 

Let us evaluate the seriousness of the charge laid against the child of God that 

would disobey the Lord in this matter. Whatever I might think to the contrary, my 

seemingly little disobedience to these commandments manifests a work of 

deception already begun in my heart. And that deception spreads like leaven in 

dough, not just in my life, but also in the lives of others.  My actions affect others. 

One man said it so well. 

‘If I leave the impression with anyone that a dangerous person is not 

dangerous, that a damnable doctrine is not really damnable, that what is 

dangerous is really benign; and then someone who has looked to me, or is 
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influenced by me, perhaps by my cowardly or self-preserving response to 

this, they look to me, and as a result they give their ear to this person, and 

then they’re led astray – I’ve contributed to that!  And my lack of clarity, my 

willingness to be vague has led to their spiritual injury.  That’s serious, 

wouldn’t you agree?’ Richard Caldwell, Pastor, Founders Baptist Church, 

Texas 

Hopefully, we have come to realize the importance of defining terms so that we 

might rightly divide the word of God; that we are better equipped for identifying 

antichrists and their terrible heresies; that we understand our responsibility to 

obey the commandments of the Lord to test the spirits, turn away from those 

that fail that test, never allow them into our houses, and never give them a joyful 

greeting.  The word of God is just that clear.  It is so clear that the youngest soul in 

the faith of Christ can understand it and apply these commandments.  But the 

difficulty often is not with understanding what the word of God is saying. No. The 

difficultly is putting it into practice. Are there gray areas?  Are there variables in 

men that make it difficult to tell if one is truly a Christian from one that might be 

antichrist? Yes, there are. Some Christians don’t live as they ought to live. Some 

Christians are ignorant of the truths of the word of God.  Some can be caught up 

in serious error.  Some can be led away from the truth.  But they can hear the 

truths of Christ.  Antichrists never will receive the truth! (Mt.24.24; Eph.4.14; 

2Pe.2.1; 3.17; 2Jn.8.)  

1Jo.4:6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of 

God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of 

error. 

Do we understand now that not every liar is necessarily an antichrist, but every 

antichrist is a liar; that, not every unbeliever is an antichrist, but every antichrist is 

an unbeliever; that not every ungodly man is an antichrist, but every antichrist is 

ungodly; that not every hateful person is antichrist, but every antichrist hates 

Christ and His people?   



9 
 

It is crucial for the child of God to become firmly established upon the word of 

God. By it alone are we able to stand against the wicked and their error. Let us 

heed every warning given us by the Lord. 
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