
“Sweet Encouragement of a Faithful Friend” 

1 Samuel 23:15-18 

(Preached at Trinity, December 10, 2017) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. For several chapters we’ve been witnessing David fleeing for his life from Saul.  

We read in Chapter 20: 

 1 Samuel 20:3 NAU - "there is hardly a step between me and death."  
2. In Chapter 21 David arrives at Nob where he seeks provision from Ahimelech and then 

seeks refuge in Philistine country but is soon on the run again. Arriving at the cave of 

Adullam, David soon has several hundred men gathered to him who are also alienated 

from Saul. These men would make up David’s army. 

3. David gathers together this unlikely army and attacks the Philistines to deliver the city of 

Keilah and takes up refuge in the city. David soon finds himself again in a dangerous 

position. He enquired of God and learned that Keilah would betray him to Saul. One 

would expect unfailing gratitude and loyalty from Keilah but this was not the case. David 

flees again.  

4. Saul’s pursuit of David was relentless and David could find no rest. 

1 Samuel 23:14-15 NAU - "David stayed in the wilderness in the strongholds, 
and remained in the hill country in the wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought him 
every day, but God did not deliver him into his hand.  15 Now David became 
aware that Saul had come out to seek his life while David was in the wilderness 
of Ziph at Horesh."  

5. What a time of discouragement this must have been for David. Saul was seeking to kill 

him even though it was unjust – David had served Saul faithfully. He was betrayed by the 

city of Keilah and in Verse 19 we’ll find the Ziphites exposing the location of David. 

6. David had over 400 men under his care, not to mention members of their families. Who 

would care for David?  

a. This can be the case when children are charged with the care of an aging parent. 

They give themselves caring day after day, but who will bring relief to them?  

b. Or a mom who spends her days caring for her children. Who will care for her? 

c. Or a pastor serving alone in a small church, caring for his flock. Who will care for 

him? 

7. It was in this context that we find Jonathan arriving to the aid of his friend. Jonathan and 

David met after David slew Goliath. Although Jonathan was considerably older than 

David their hearts were knit together into a wonderful friendship. We read in Chapter 

18:1 - "the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him 
as himself."  

8. During this period of great trouble for David we find Jonathan providing three important 

encouragements; words that we should remember as we seek to encourage one another.  

 Jonathan brings David Comfort, Courage, and Commitment 
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I. First of all, Jonathan offers David Comfort – the text tells us he 

 “encouraged him in God . . . “my father will not find you, and you will be king 
over Israel”  

 A. Jonathan was mindful of the needs of his friend 

1. This demanded effort on Jonathan’s part. He had been following the 

situation of David. He knew David’s plight. 

2. He was willing to put himself in David’s position, not only philosophically 

but also physically. He left the comfort of the life of the king’s son and 

came beside David putting himself in the same condition as David. 

Philippians 2:4 NAU - "do not merely look out for your own 
personal interests, but also for the interests of others."  

3. Jonathan had nothing to offer David but himself. He had no army, no 

solution to David’s issue. He simply gave of himself and expressed words 

of comfort.  

a. What a rare friend Jonathan was. He forgot himself for the sake of 

his friend. 

b. There are many husbands who play the part of Jonathan coming to 

the aid of their wives in the evening.  

 Some husbands come home, concerned mostly about themselves – 

how their day went, their problems. But some come seeking to 

bring relief to their wives. How can I help? Tell me about your 

day. What can I do to help with the kids.  

 B. Jonathan was aware of the power of his words – V. 17 - “Thus he said to him” 
  1. Do you seek to encourage one another with gracious words? 

   Do you seek to comfort when others are hurting? 

2. Do you express words of appreciation? Are you careful to express 

gratitude for the labors of others? Can you remember the last time you 

went to someone in our church and expressed appreciation for what they 

do? 

3. Negative words spread like a contagion. Like a plague they infect others. 

How do you use your tongue?  

James 3:6 NAU  -  "And the tongue is a fire, the very world of 
iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles 
the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on 
fire by hell."  

  4 Paul charges us in 1 Thes 5 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 NAU - "Therefore encourage one another 
and build up one another, just as you also are doing."  
1 Thessalonians 5:14 NAU - "We urge you, brethren, admonish 
the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient 
with everyone."  

  5. As we will see, however, Jonathan’s words were of a particular sort. 

   He spoke God’s Words. 
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II. Second, Jonathan offers David Courage – “Do not be afraid” 
 A. David was but a man – we are prone to fear 

  1. David’s situation was indeed fearful. He was at death’s door 

2. Day by day he faced Saul’s relentless pursuit with an army much larger 

than his own – 3000 to David’s 400.  

3. Even the greatest of saints face times of fear. There are times when our 

faith is tested.  

Elijah had just witnessed the amazing display of God’s power and glory as 

fire came down from heaven. And yet, even after such an affirmation of 

God’s hand upon Elijah, he trembled before the words of Jezabel. 

1 Kings 19:1-3 NAU - "Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had 
done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.  2 
Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods 
do to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the life of one 
of them by tomorrow about this time."  3 And he was afraid and 
arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to 
Judah, and left his servant there."  
God sent an angel to comfort Elijah. He sent Jonathan to comfort David. 

4. The word for “encourage” in Verse 16 refers to strength. David was a man 

of faith. Jonathan came to strengthen David’s faith.  

  5. Notice the text says, “and encouraged him in God” 
   It was if Jonathan came to place David’s hand in God’s hand 

 B. And David was indeed strengthened 

  1. After Jonathan departed David prayed: 

Psalm 54:2-4 NAU - "Hear my prayer, O God; Give ear to the 
words of my mouth.  3 For strangers have risen against me And 
violent men have sought my life; They have not set God before 
them. Selah.  4 Behold, God is my helper; The Lord is the sustainer 
of my soul."  

  2. Notice the place of David’s strengthening 

a. Jonathan didn’t offer him clichés or happy thoughts. He wasn’t just 

telling David, “Don’t be afraid, it will be ok.” We don’t need a 

greeting card with a sweet poem. We need to rest upon the sure 

promises of God.     

   b. Jonathan held the promise of God before David 

1 Samuel 23:17 NAU - "Do not be afraid, because the hand 
of Saul my father will not find you, and you will be king over 
Israel "  

3. This is a beautiful picture of faith. Notice Verse 15 

1 Samuel 23:15 NAU - "Now David became aware that Saul had 
come out to seek his life"  
a. The word translated “became aware” in the NASB is the Hebrew 

verb ha'r'  - it means “to see” which is how many translations 

render it. David “saw” and he feared. 
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b. Jonathan comes and speaks God’s promises and David heard, 

believed, and was comforted 

Romans 10:17 NAU - "So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing by the word of Christ."  
Hebrews 11:1 NAU - "Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen."  

 c. David knew God’s promises and was comforted. 

  Saul knew God’s promises too, and despised them. 

1 Samuel 23:17 NAU - "Saul my father knows that also."  
4. The Word of God is our ultimate source of comfort. It is our ultimate cure 

for our fears. It is the hope of the Gospel 

2 Corinthians 1:18-20 NAU - "But as God is faithful, our word to 
you is not yes and no.  19 For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who 
was preached among you by us-- by me and Silvanus and Timothy-
- was not yes and no, but is yes in Him.  20 For as many as are the 
promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is 
our Amen to the glory of God through us."  

5. When your friend is hurting and discouraged it is a wonderful 

encouragement to remind him of the promises of God, of God’s care for 

him, of his special place in the love of God.  

1 Peter 5:6-7 NAU - "Therefore humble yourselves under the 
mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,  7 
casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you."  
William Blaikie – “Surely no act of friendship is so true friendship as this. 

To remind our Christian friends in their day of trouble of their relation to 

God, to encourage them to think of His interest in them and His promises 

to them; to drop in their ear some of His assurances. It is surely the best of 

all ways to encourage the downcast, and send them on their way 

rejoicing.” 1 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: “God has put this Word into the mouth of men 

in order that it may be communicated to other men. When one person is 

struck by the Word, he speaks it to others. God has willed that we should 

seek and find His living Word in the witness of a brother, in the mouth of 

a man. Therefore, the Christian needs another Christian who speaks God 

Word to him. He needs him again and again when he becomes uncertain 

and discouraged.” 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Blaikie, William Garden. Expository Lectures on the Book of 1 Samuel. Birmingham: Solid 

Ground Christian Books, 2005, Pages 360-361.  
2 Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Life Together. New York: Harper & Roe Publishers, 1954, Pages 23-24.  
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III. Third, Jonathan offers David his Commitment 

"you will be king over Israel and I will be next to you"  
"So the two of them made a covenant before the LORD"  

 A. A friend is faithful at all times 

Proverbs 17:17 NAU - "A friend loves at all times, And a brother is born 
for adversity." 
Proverbs 18:24 NAU - "there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother."  
1. Jonathan would not be able to remain with David, but he assured David 

that he would continue to support him. Using colloquial language 

Jonathan is saying, “I’ve got your back.” 

  2. Some have raised the question, why didn’t Jonathan remain with David?  

1 Samuel 23:18 NAU - "David stayed at Horesh while Jonathan 
went to his house."  
a. The text doesn’t give us a certain reason, but we can consider 

several reasonable possibilities. 

b. Jonathan was the king’s son and thus had certain responsibilities to 

his father. In addition, Jonathan was a military leader. He would 

not abandon Israel as they were still facing much warfare. 

c. Most likely, Jonathan could do more to protect David at the side of 

Saul than remaining at the side of David.  

 B. Jonathan assures David of his continued faithfulness 

1. First, he assures David of God’s promise – David will be Israel’s next 

king. In this Jonathan would be in full support  

1 Samuel 23:17 NAU - "you will be king over Israel and I will be 
next to you"  

2. They affirmed the covenant they made at the beginning 

1 Samuel 23:18 NAU - "So the two of them made a covenant 
before the LORD"  
1 Samuel 18:3 NAU - "Jonathan made a covenant with David 
because he loved him as himself."  
1 Samuel 20:42 NAU - "Jonathan said to David, "Go in safety, 
inasmuch as we have sworn to each other in the name of the 
LORD, saying, 'The LORD will be between me and you, and 
between my descendants and your descendants forever."  
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Conclusion: 
1. David’s rescue by God was never in question--not from God’s perspective. David was 

being tested and tried. But God doesn’t abandon us during such times. He sent forth 

Jonathan as a sweet balm of encouragement and relief.  

2. What a wonderful display of Christian care. We must display this to one another in our 

church. Our relationship with one another is no less intimate and sweet than that of David 

and Jonathan. May God bless us with hearts of care and compassion toward one another.  

Hebrews 3:12-13 NAU - "Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of 
you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.  13 But 
encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that 
none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin."  

3. We should note, as we read Verse 18 we are witnessing the final time David and 

Jonathan would see one another in this life. This adds a solemn reality to how we live. 

Life is fleeting. Let us comfort and encourage one another today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


