
1 
 

Ecclesiastes 3: 9-13; “Everything Beautiful in Its Time”; Sermon # 19 in the series – 
“Remember Your Creator”, Delivered by Pastor Paul Rendall, on 

December 11th, 2016, in the Afternoon Worship Service. 
 
 

We have seen that there is a time and a purpose for everything under heaven.  The reason that 
there is a time and a purpose is because our God is a God who orders all time, and He orders all 
our days.  He is a God of order and He would have us to do things in the way that He defines for 
us; in the way that we go about to live and do all the things that we do.  He has a purpose.  He 
ordains all the time that He gives to us, and He has expectations of when we should do certain 
things, and when we should abstain from them.  We have seen this in the first 8 verses of this 
chapter.  He has made all men responsible creatures.  He has given you commandments in the 
Bible which show you what His will and purpose are.  And then He interacts with you in 
accordance with His providential will every day of your life, so that He might bring His purposes 
about for you.  His purpose for all those who will trust in Him is that He will make all things 
beautiful in their time.   There are 3 Lessons here in these verses, which God would teach each 
one of us concerning how He makes everything beautiful in our life, in its time.  1st of all – He 
would teach you the beauty of your God-given task.  2nd – He would teach you the beauty of His 
work in our soul.  And finally, He would teach you the beauty of rejoicing in His everyday 
provision and in doing good with it.   
1st - God would teach you the beauty of your God-given task. 
       Certainly, if we are not unbelieving and unobservant, we can see that He has made all things 
beautiful in the way that He made this world in the beginning.  We can see it in the way that He 
governs His creation, even now, that it is a fallen creation.  We see much beauty in all that He 
makes, even though we know that it is marred because of man’s sin.  We see beauty in the way 
that God made men and women physically, and we see beauty in the way that He upholds them 
in that being of theirs.  He makes them in many ways very beautiful and strong, for some few 
years, while they are here upon the earth.  But after some years, they wither and fade, and 
eventually they die, which is often not a beautiful sight.  So then, how are we to understand this 
text that we are looking at here?  If God makes everything beautiful in its season, which He does; 
then how can how can you make the most of your life and live for His glory?  I believe that this  
will come about by your beholding the beauty in what He has done for you, and what He is doing 
for you, at any given time in your life.   
       His purpose for His people is to beautify them by the grace of His Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  This is a process which will take up your whole life as a Christian.  It is a matter of your 
seeing that whatever He does in your life is beautiful.  He will teach all of His people the truth of 
this, in and through all the circumstances of their lives that He has ordained for them.  He will 
teach them through His providential ordering of everything in their lives so that they might 
learn the beauty of what He does by His grace.  This does not mean that He forces you to do 
things against your will, but it should show us that He is greater than our thoughts of Him and 
stronger than our own will for ourselves even.  Rather, it means that He is able to intervene at 
any given moment in your life and change things in accordance with His own will and purpose.  
He will most deliberately be leading you and guiding you into all the truth.   
       Job says, in Job 42 after God speaks to him about the many things that He does in creation 
with regard to the great and amazing creatures that He has made and the way that He governs 
them, “I know that You can do everything, and that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from 
You.”   In the NAS it says, “I know that that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”   Let us think 
together, for the next few minutes, of how it is that God accomplishes this great goal in the lives 
of His people; of making everything beautiful in its time.  He does it by His providence and He 
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does it by your learning lessons from His providence; by your learning to co-operate with His 
working in the midst of what He has ordained for you.    
         Verse 9 says, “What profit has the worker from that in which he labors?”  “I have seen the 
God-given task with which the sons of men are to be occupied.”  The KJV says, “I have seen the 
travail, which God hath given to the sons of men to be exercised with.”  The NAS says, “I have 
seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves.”  The God-
given task is the occupational calling which God has given to you.  This varies, of course, with 
every individual, but it is something that God gives you to do.  I wonder if you have ever thought 
about this.  Your job is a calling. (1st Corinthians 7: 20) “Let each one remain in the same calling 
in which he was called.” It is something by which God will bring you many good things in your 
life.  It is meant to be something that He makes beautiful in your life; a source of profit and 
blessing to yourself and others.  I think that most people do not see their jobs in this way.  They 
see their work as an affliction.  But that is because they do not understand God’s part in their 
work.   
       If you will turn with me over Psalm 90, you might learn something more about what we are 
talking about here.  The children of Israel had experienced many afflictions in their lives as a 
result of their unbelief and sin.  They had wandered around the backside of the desert because 
they had not believed that God was bringing them into a good and fruitful land.  And so, as a 
result of these afflictions Moses prays.  And he says to God in verse 12, “So teach us to number 
our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”  “Return, O Lord!”  “How long?”  “And have 
compassion on Your servants.”  “Oh satisfy us early with Your mercy, that we may rejoice and be 
glad all our days!”  “Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us, the years 
in which we have seen evil.”  “Let your work appear to your servants, and Your glory to their 
children.”  “And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; yes, establish the work of our 
hands.”   
       Now there are a few things that we need to take notice of with regard to these verses.  Having 
a job to go to and to do, and do profitably, comes from God Himself.   Notice how Moses prays 
for this blessing.  “Have compassion on Your servants.”  To have a job and to serve God in and 
through that job is something that He alone can sovereignly give.  How many people, who are 
without work, need to think about this, and learn to pray.  Because, to find a good job early on in 
your adult life, is a great mercy.  “Satisfy us early with your mercy.”   And when you are able to 
find a job which will be profitable to you and to the Lord and to your loved ones, you should pray 
to be made glad in it.  “Make us glad according to the days in which You have afflicted us.”  
When you do not have profitable work you should continue to pray for until it appears.  “Let 
your work appear to Your servants.”  And when you have found profitable work you should pray 
to understand how to glorify God in it.  “And Your glory to their children.”  “And let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us.  The beauty of the Lord our God I take to mean the grace and the 
goodness, the wisdom and the power, that God alone can give in His blessing you in your work,  
so that it will be profitable to Him and to you.  Yes, that He would establish the work of your 
hands.  Do you pray in this way?  It is a God-given task which the Lord has given you.   
       Do you do your job to honor and glorify Him?  Turn with me over to Colossians chapter 3 
and verse 22.  You could be a slave and yet understanding this principle of truth, you would have 
a profitable God-given calling.  “Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the 
flesh, not with eye service, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God.”  “And 
whatever you do, do it heartily, as unto the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord 
you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.”  You see, this the 
beauty of the Lord which we pray will be upon us.  It is the Lord making all things beautiful in 
their time.  Even if you were a slave; in the time of your slavery.  Even in the everyday grind of 
your routine; He is able to make whatever task you are assigned to, beautiful.  And He Himself is 
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beautiful to you in it.   He is with you to be able to give you the right attitude toward your work.  
He is able to give you a concern for the welfare of your company, and your boss, and your co-
workers, and how it will be that you can help and contribute in a productive and profitable way 
to everyone around you.   
Now 2nd – God would teach you the beauty of His work in your soul.  (Verse 11) 
       “He has made everything beautiful in its time.”  “Also He has put eternity in their hearts, 
except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.”  I think that the 
reason that we do not find more meaning in the life that we are living comes from the fact that 
we do not give greater consideration to the work of God in our souls.  Now if you do not know 
the Lord, you may not even realize that you have a soul, or that God can work in your soul.  His 
work is very, very mysterious; and even the mature older believer knows that this is the case,  
and He reverences God because of it.  “He has placed eternity in your heart”.  The word in the 
KJV is “world” and it refers to eternal realm in which God always has been.  God has placed this 
reality of eternity in your heart whether you are an unbeliever or a believer.  You are an eternal 
being.  You are a person who has an eternal soul which needs to be cultivated, even as you go to 
a job every day.  You need to understand that there are many things going on in your soul at any 
given time.  There are many thoughts in your mind and heart; there are many depths in your 
soul that are due to your feelings and emotions.  And you do not often understand all that God 
has placed there in your soul or what kind of work that He is doing there.  You cannot find out 
the work that He is doing there, from beginning to end.   
       This is the beauty of His work.  It is the glory of God to conceal a matter.  It is the glory of 
kings to search it out. (Proverbs 25: 2)  God conceals much of the work that He does in the soul 
of man.  No man comes to Me, Jesus says, unless the Father who sent me draws him…”  Do you 
see and know how He drew you?  How does God change the bent and direction of the soul so 
that it is willing to believe and willing to receive instruction?  He does it by His Holy Spirit 
working there in regeneration and the New Birth.  But it is like the wind John says in John 3: 8.  
“The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes 
from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  When you are born again, 
you come to see and to enter the kingdom of God.  You had an eternal soul before, but you did 
not have eternal life.  Now, because of Jesus Christ our Lord, you have eternal life by faith in His 
name.  This goes along with Ecclesiastes 11, verse 5.  “As you do not know what is the way of the 
wind, or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child, so you do not know the works 
of God who makes everything.”  And for the believer in Jesus Christ, God is making everything 
beautiful in its time.  Romans 8: 29 – “And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according to his purpose.” 
       How does He do these good works of grace which cause spiritual growth in the soul of the 
believer?  Sometimes when God is working powerfully in your life, you may think that God is 
against you when He is really for you.  This was the case with Job.  Turn with me to Job 33: 8. 
These are the words of Elihu correcting Job for His misconceptions concerning God’s work.   
“Surely you have spoken in my hearing and I have heard the sound of your words, saying, ‘I am 
pure, without transgression; I am innocent, and there is no iniquity in me.”  “Yet He finds 
occasions against me, He counts me as His enemy; He put my feet in the stocks, He watches all 
my paths.”  “Look in this you are not righteous.”  “I will answer you, for God is greater than 
man.”  “Why do you contend with Him?”  “For He does not give an accounting of any of His 
words.”   
       “For God may speak in one way, or in another, yet man does not perceive it.”  “In a dream, in 
a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, while slumbering on their beds, then He 
opens the ears of men, and seals their instruction.”  “In order to turn man from his deed, and 
conceal pride from man, He keeps back his soul from the Pit, and his life from perishing by the 
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sword.”  “Man is also chastened with pain on his bed, and with strong pain in many of his bones, 
so that his life abhors bread, and his soul succulent food.”  “His flesh wastes away from sight and 
his bones stick out which once were not seen.”  “Yes, his soul draws near the Pit and his life to 
the executioners.”  “If there is a messenger for him, a mediator, one among a thousand, to show 
man His uprightness, then He is gracious to him and says, ‘Deliver him from going down to the 
Pit; I have found a ransom’; His flesh shall be young like a child’s, he shall return to the days of 
his youth.”  “He shall pray to God, and He will delight in him, He shall see His face with joy, for 
He restores to man His righteousness.”  “Then he looks at men and says, ‘I have sinned, and 
perverted what was right, and it did not profit me.’”  “He will redeem his soul from going down 
to the Pit, and his life shall see the light.”  “Behold, God works all these things, twice in fact three 
times with a man, to bring back his soul from the Pit, that he may be enlightened with the light 
of life.”   
       Now you can see from these descriptions of what Elihu says that God does, that even Job 
needed to be taught how God makes all things beautiful in their time.  Wasn’t Job’s righteous life 
beautiful in God’s sight before he ever went through this trial?  Yes it was.  But there was even a 
greater beauty when he came through this trial trusting in God, and his precious soul and life 
were purified like gold in the fire.  Job believed this.  Let me ask you if you do?  Look at Job 23 
and verse 8.  “Look, I go forward, but He is not there, and backward, but I cannot perceive Him; 
when He works on the left hand, I cannot behold Him; when He turns to the right hand I cannot 
see Him.”  “But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I shall come forth as 
gold.”  This is the kind of faith that God is building into the lives of each of His dear people.  He 
makes everything beautiful in its time; even the time of trial and testing.  But no one can find out 
His work.   
Then 3rd – God would teach you the beauty of rejoicing in His everyday provision 
and in doing good with it.  (Verses 12 and 13) 
       “I know that nothing is better for them than to rejoice, and to do good in their lives, and also 
that every man should eat and drink and enjoy the good of all his labor—it is the gift of God.”  I 
think that you can see the value of this after all that we studied in the life of Job over the last few 
minutes.  He was just happy to rejoice in the Lord restoring his fortunes; especially his soul.  
Turn over to Job 42, verse 1, and you will see this.  “Then Job answered the Lord and said: “I 
know that You can do everything, and that no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.”  
“You asked, ‘Who is this who hides counsel without knowledge?”  “Therefore I have uttered what 
I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.”  Then look at verse 10.  
“And the Lord restored Job’s losses when he prayed for his friends.”  “Indeed the Lord gave Job 
twice as much as he had before.”  “Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had 
been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they 
consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the Lord had brought upon him.”  
“Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold.”  You see, this was Job realizing that 
there was nothing better for him than to rejoice and to do good in his life.  He knew that He had 
been a man of integrity before.  But now God had shown him the beauty of his God-given task, 
the beauty of His work in his soul, and the beauty of rejoicing in His everyday provision.  There 
is nothing better than this.  God makes all things, that is all those who are trusting in Him, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to be beautiful in their time. 
 


