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Veteran Christians 

Part III 
December 11, 2016 
by C Benjamin Dill 

 
Good morning, Lighthouse, are you ready for the Word of God 
this morning? 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost:  
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.  
 
For you to become a successful, fruitful Veteran Christian, a 
whole new life is required. Jesus is the Head of this Church. 
We are the sheep of His pasture.  Every week the Lord sends 
His current message to us, through the preaching of His Word. 
These messages the Lord sends every week through me or 
through others who seek out and faithfully deliver His Word are 
not just for information. Jesus expects us to act upon what He 
delivers to us; he intends for us to respond with obedience to 
what He commands us to do. 
 
John 13:17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them. 
 
In this third in our series on becoming a Veteran Christian, we 
are going to begin looking in detail at what, in the New 
Testament, the Lord commands us to actually do. If you have 
responded thus far in obedience to what the Lord has 
delivered to us in the two previous parts of this series, here is 
where you now stand: 
 
You know you are saved; you have it in writing that you are a 
child of God. 
You have learned to regularly and often confess your sins and 
maintain your walk-in fellowship with the Lord. 
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You have made a decision that you will live your life for the 
Lord and not just to the satisfying of your flesh. 
And now it is time to learn and respond in obedience to the 
New Testament commandments of the Lord Jesus. 
We now know and, to some degree understand, that we are no 
longer under the law. 
 
Romans 6:12-14 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
should obey it in the lusts thereof.  
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, and your members 
as instruments of righteousness unto God.  
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace.  
 
Somewhere along the way, many Christians have developed 
the mistaken idea that because we are no longer under the law 
that there are no rules that apply to us anymore. Yes, Jesus 
has delivered us from the law of sin and death spiritually.  
However, as we learned in our recent studies on Biblical 
precepts, we all live every day subject to God’s civil law, His 
moral law and all His natural laws. Furthermore, as a believer, 
you also live every day subject to the New Testament 
commandments of the Lord.  
 
1 John 2:3-5 
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments.  
4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  
5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of 
God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.  
 
The job of our Church is to teach you these New Testament 
commandments; our job is to obey them. I suppose the first 
thing you should know about them is that: 
 
I. The New Testament commandments of the Lord are easy. 
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judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.  
 
Nothing the Lord commands us to do is to be left out of 
our lives…and it is NOT too much to ask! 
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There are many more New Testament commandments 
than these basic categories we have mentioned today.  
Learning them is one reason you need to be faithful in 
reading and studying the Word. (Which is also a 
command). Very often I hear people say in justification 
for their failure to observe one or more of these basic 
New Testament commands, “Well, God understands.” 
Yes, of course He does. And He is merciful, but it is you 
that do not understand. 
 
All these things Jesus commands us are there for two 
specific reasons: 
 One is for His glory! 
 The other is for your benefit. 
 
Which one of those are you against? When you obey 
and then guard your life to remain in obedience to what 
Jesus commands you place yourself in a cycle of 
blessing and glory. 
 

You get saved.  
 
You fall in love with the Lord and God’s people, 
you get baptized, you become a part of the 
Church, 
 
There you learn to worship: 
 You sing, you give, you pray, 

You participate in the preaching, You 
remember the Lord’s death as you 
regularly observe the Lord’s Supper… 

 
And you serve! 
 

Sometimes folks will say, “Well I tithe my time instead of 
money”; like obeying one command will justify 
disobeying another. 
 
Jesus said: 
Luke 11:42 But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe 
mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass over 
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A. Don’t go getting all anxious over being commanded to keep 
these commandments. 
 
1. There is not a person here but can easily keep the 
New Testament commandments of the Lord. 
 
2. His commandments are not a burden.  
1 John 5:2-3 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his commandments.  
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous. (Gr. barus = weighty, 
burdensome). 
 
3. Matthew 11:28-30 
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.  
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am 
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.  
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  

 
4. We are going to be looking at some very specific 
commandments that the Lord expects, commands and 
literally demands of every believer. 
 
B. Some of you have dealt with many of these 
commands as something that is just too hard; some 
think the Lord is asking too much of them. 
 
1.  Nothing the Lord requires is asking too much of 
you…and you know it. 
 
2. That means you are to keep His commandments; that 
means you are to guard these things in your life and stay 
on course. (Keep = Gr. tereo = to guard, to keep an eye 
on, to maintain). 
 
3. You won’t do a perfect job but you will get back on 
course when you slip and you will not abandon the 
maintaining of these commands. 
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II. The New Testament commandments of the Lord are 
essential. 
 
A. Sin is one thing…some disobedience is worse. 
 
1. We all understand what it is to commit a sin: 
 
a. You get upset and curse; that’s a sin…you confess it 
and the Lord forgives you and restores your fellowship. 
 
b. You lust; that’s a sin… you confess it and the Lord 
forgives you and restores your fellowship. 

 
c. You get stressed out and angry; not sin yet…you 
refuse to listen to the Spirit, you rebel…you go buy you a 
bottle and get drunk…that’s a sin… you confess it and 
the Lord forgives you and restores your fellowship. 

 
2. It could be adultery like David; denial like Peter; even 
murder like Moses. 
  
B. But there is something worse.  
 
1. Ok, let’s say you refuse to obey one or more of the 
New Testament commands of the Lord. 
 
2. I’m not talking about slipping up and having to correct 
your course; you’ve decided you are just not going to do 
it. 
 
a. Say you refuse to be baptized after you are saved… 
 
b. Or you refuse to faithfully assemble with the Church to 
worship 
 
c. Or you are just not willing to love your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
 
d. You are just not going to tithe or faithfully give… 
(there are many more commands than these and we will 
get to them). 
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3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears;  
4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.  

 
There is also: 
e. The Lord’s Supper. 

 
1. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I 
delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night 
in which he was betrayed took bread:  
24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this 
do in remembrance of me.  
25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he 
had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my 
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
me.  
26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.  

 
2. And the reason you are not faithful to observe the 
Lord’s supper is…? 

 
Last is: 
E. Service. 
1. Matthew 4:9-10   
9   And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. 

 
2. Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them.  
 
Conclusion:  
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3. Philippians 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God.  
 
4. Ephesians 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints;  
 
5. Acts 1:13-14 
13 And when they were come in, they went up into an 
upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and 
John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon 
Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.  
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren.  
 
6. Thankfully with the technology we now have, we can 
send out a prayer request text message and have nearly 
the whole Church praying in minutes. 
 
7. Matthew 18:19 Again I say unto you, That if two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven.  

 
Next is: 
d. Preaching. 
1. 1 Corinthians 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God 
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.  

 
2. 2 Timothy 4:1-4 
1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at 
his appearing and his kingdom;  
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 
doctrine.  
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3. Failure to guard, to faithfully keep the known New 
Testament commands of the Lord means that you have 
chosen to live in 24/7 blatant disobedience to His direct 
command to you.  
 
4. It’s not like a sin you can simply confess, be forgiven 
and be done with it; it’s worse…far worse; it keeps you 
24/7 out of fellowship with the Lord. 
 
5. How is God supposed to bless and prosper your life 
when you are acting like that; especially when there is 
not a single one of His New Testament commandments 
that is burdensome or even difficult? 
 
C. The things that God commands that we do are 
necessary for our wellbeing. 
 
1. Do you honestly think that the same Lord that loved 
you enough to die in your place would command you to 
do something if it was not for your good? 
 
2. He tells you his desire and his love for you over and 
over. 
 
3. 1 Peter 5:6-7 
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time:  
7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.  
 
4. How is it you can trust Him to save you but not be 
willing to trust Him to guide your life? 
 
D. You ARE going to keep His New Testament 
commandments. 
 
1. 1 John 2:4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not 
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.  
 
2. Do you know what this means? 
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3. It means that if you are really saved…you ARE going 
to keep His commandments, period! 
 
4. It may take a trip or two to the woodshed, but you will 
obey. 
 
4. Hebrews 12:5-11 
5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh 
unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the 
chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked 
of him:  
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.  
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth 
not?  
8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons.  
9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not 
much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 
and live?  
10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their 
own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.  
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby.  
 
5. God’s tough love says, “you can do this the hard way 
or the easy way…but you ARE going to obey my New 
Testament commandments!” 
 
III. The New Testament commandments of the Lord are 
specific.  (There are five basic categories.) 
 
A. Love. 
1. Love the Lord.   
Mark 12:30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.  
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6. Who is commanded to tithe and give; is it only the 
wealthy? 
7. 1 Corinthians 16:2 Upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath 
prospered him… 
 
8. But Pastor, what if I can’t afford to tithe? 

 
9. Really? It’s bad enough that you are willing to just go 
on robbing God like it’s just the normal thing to do. 
 
10. What’s worse is that your faith is so miniscule that 
you can’t even trust God to do more with the 90% that’s 
left than you can do with all of it. 
 
11. Frankly, if you are not willing to honor the Lord with 
even a meager 10% of what He gives you, you ought to 
be ashamed of yourself.  You wouldn’t even tip a 
waitress so little. 
 
12. Read Luke 6:38 with me:   
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you 
again.  
 
13. That word “Give”, what do you think that word is?  Is 
that just a suggestion; just some elective exercise you 
can do for extra credit…or is it a New Testament 
command?  Next is: 
 
c. Praying. 
 
1. Yes, most of our praying should be done in private 
and in secret. 
 
2. Yet we are commanded to pray corporately as well as 
a part of our worship. 
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5. Furthermore, if you won’t gladly and voluntarily go to 
your knees in worship of the One to Whom you owe 
everything, you may just have to be brought to your 
knees. 
 
6. Aside from its basic meaning, there are five formal 
acts of worship required to be practiced by you in the 
Church. 
 
a. Singing.  
1. Ephesians 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord;  
 
2. Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  
 
3. I sing!  I don’t sing because I sound great. Since I do it 
with a microphone on, most of you already know that. I 
sing because I am worshipping the Lord! 
 
b. Another is giving.   
Leviticus 27:30  And all the tithe …is the LORD'S: it is 

holy unto the LORD.  
 
1. The tithe is 10%, that is what “tithe” means, “tenth”. 

  
2. Hebrews 7:4 Now consider how great this man was, 
unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth 
of the spoils.  
 
3. Hebrews 7:6 But he whose descent is not counted 
from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him 
that had the promises.  
 
4. Pastor, you said “New Testament” commands? That’s 
Leviticus… 
 
5. Let me ask you, when did the tithe stop belonging to 
the Lord? 
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2. Love your brother.  
Mark 12:31 And the second is like, namely this, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greater than these.  
 
3. 1 John 2:9-10 
9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, 
is in darkness even until now.  
10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and 
there is none occasion of stumbling in him.  
 
4. We MUST love our brothers and sisters in Christ; this 
is easy enough to figure out. 
 
5. So how do we love God?  
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1 John 5:2-3 
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his commandments.  
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments: 
 
B. Baptism. 
1. This one is especially easy; one time event and it’s a 
done deal. 
 
2. Yes, it is a command, not just some optional exercise 
for extra credit. 
 
3. Acts 2:41 Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls.  
 
4. Acts 10:48 And he commanded them to be baptized in 
the name of the Lord…  
 
5. Requirements of a real baptism: 
  
a. Must be a believer first. 
b. Must be immersion in water. 
c. Must be administered by a proper authority. (A real 
Church that preaches the real Gospel.) 
 
C. Church. 
1. Yes, the Lord requires that you, by your choice, be a 
living breathing functioning part; a member, of a real 
Bible preaching New Testament Church. 
 
2. Ephesians 3:21 Unto him be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 
Amen.  
 
3. Baptism places you in your Church and makes you a 
member but sometimes things happen that remove you 
from your Church or that removes your Church from you. 
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4. That’s when you had better be finding a new one 
because you cannot keep the Lord’s commandments 
without one. 
 
That brings us next to: 
 
D. Worship.  
Hebrews 10:21-25 
21 And having an high priest over the house of God;  
22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.  
23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)  
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works:  
25Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  
 
1. Matthew 4:9-10 Satan tempts Jesus: 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if 
thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve. 
 
2.  What does it mean to worship?   

Gr. proskuneō 

 (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking his master s hand); 
to fawn or crouch to, that is, to prostrate oneself in 
homage (do reverence to, adore): - worship. 

3. Many have said, “I’m not bowing my knees to 
anybody” and then they have carried that attitude right 
on in to their Christian lives. 
 
4. Let me just tell you this, when you stand before Jesus, 
you won’t be standing! 
 


