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Message:   Protected by God’s Power through Faith
Text:         1 Peter 1:1-5

Introduction

  A.  Sometimes years ago when driving 21 hours between western Pennsylvania and Tampa, Florida, especially
if we left after work on a Friday, we were faced with a decision - how and where would we secure a 
place for us to stay safely for the night.

      1.  We used to pull over at rest areas in the wee hours of the night whenever we got tired, but after Michael    
 Jordan's father was murdered at a North Carolina rest area doing just that, we decided this was no longer  
 a safe option.
      2.  To be sure a place of safety was waiting for us, we would contact a reputable motel, give the clerk our    

credit card number, and receive a confirmation number.  The clerk tells us our room will be secure no    
matter what time we arrive, but that we cannot be refunded our money if we don’t show up or try to    
cancel our reservation after 6 PM.

      3.  The question then became for us, not is our room secure, but is our arrival secure.

B.  So also for Christians journeying through this life to that hoped for place of eternal safety and rest, in the     
presence of the Lord in His kingdom of glory.  

      1.  Our inheritance with Christ in the presence of God’s glory has been secured by Christ for His people.     
The payment has been made by Christ.  The confirmation indicator is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

      2.  As we saw last week in verses 3 & 4, a place in glory is secured for our arrival, but is our arrival secure? 

  C.  Last week in unpacking what Christ through Peter was revealing to us in 1 Peter 1:3-4 we were encouraged  
  to bless God for causing us to be born again by His indwelling Spirit to obey Christ’s call to believe in     
  Him so as to have our sins forgiven and to be adopted as children into God’s family, and as children,    

receive the family inheritance from our heavenly Father, an inheritance not of this world, an unfading     
inheritance kept in heaven for us.   

1 Peter 1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain an 4

inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

  D.  We saw that ultimately the inheritance we are to receive is God Himself, with all His attendant blessings -    
eternal life, salvation, the glory and kingdom of God, the new heavens and earth, - just as a child who     
most importantly gets parents, also gets to enjoy their house, car, vacations - all that is theirs.  Our   
ultimate prize is inheriting God with Christ through being united with Christ in His resurrection.

   Psalm 16:5   The LORD is the portion of my inheritance 

Romans 8:17   and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with

Him so that we may also be glorified with Him . 

  E. So in times of unrelenting suffering, persecution, loss, disappointment when we might be tempted to think     
 God is distant and disinterested, unloving and uninvolved in our lives, we are to remember that from all   
 eternity God the Father, Son, and Spirit have been working to bring us to God, to inherit Him forever in   
 His glorious, joyful presence.

  F.  But what comfort is there for suffering Christians to know that God has prepared an eternal, unfading    
inheritance for us with Him in glory, yet to think we might fail to arrive at that inheritance?  (Example:    

  The young mother Ruth.)



  

  G.  So today let’s feed our faith on verse 5, for as important as it is to believe from verse 4 that God is                
       preserving an inheritance for us, it is also important for us to believe that God is preserving us for our     

inheritance.  

1 Peter 1:4   to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in

heaven for you,  who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 5

the last time.

I.  We are presently being protected by God’s power.

  1 Peter 1:5   who are protected (phroureo) by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be

revealed in the last time. 

  A.  The Greek verb here, phroureo, meaning to “guard” or  “protect,” is a military term.  God, the Divine     
Warrior, is guarding us like a military garrison.

2 Samuel 8:14   He put garrisons (phrouran, LXX) in Edom. In all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites

became servants to David. And the LORD helped David wherever he went. 

Philippians 4:7  And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard (phroureo) your hearts and

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

  B.  The verb in 1:5 is a present participle - we are “being protected” by God’s power, indicating God’s present, 
  continuous activity in guarding us.  God’s grace to us is not something only bestowed on us in the past,   

as though we are now on our own.  He is present and active in our welfare.

II.  We are being protected by God’s power to arrive at our final, consummated salvation at the glorious   
return of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 1:5   who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the

last time.

  A.  Notice that the salvation God is guarding, protecting us to inherit is ready but not yet revealed to us.

  B.  Be reminded that “salvation” is spoken of in the Bible in a past, present, and future sense.

Luke 19:9 And Jesus said to him (Zaccheus) , "Today salvation has come to this house .... 

1 Corinthians 1:18   For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being

saved it is the power of God. 

Romans 13:11   ... it is already the hour for you to awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than

when we believed.

  C.  Our salvation will not be complete until Christ returns and saves us from our enemies, including the last    
enemy, death, saves us from entanglements of sin, saves our bodies from decay and corruption, saves us  

 from His wrath when He judges the world in righteousness.  In hope we have been saved.

Romans 8:23   And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves

groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  For in hope 24

we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?  But if we 25

hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

  D.  So God is protecting us for that final salvation where we inherit God at the return of Christ in all His 
revealed glory.



1 Peter 1:5   who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last

time.

1 Peter 1:7    so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested

by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

1 Peter 1:13  Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace

to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

  E.  Why this is significant: Many Christians today believe that while you are saved by God’s grace, you can
also lose your salvation, that true believers can fall away and apostatize. But we see in 1:5 that God is    
protecting us all the way until Christ’s return, so that we will receive our eternal inheritance.  What a
blessed comfort from the Lord!

III.  God’s power is protecting us until the return of Christ by protecting our faith in Christ.

1 Peter 1:5  who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last

time. 

  A.  An enduring faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the condition God requires for us to inherit eternal salvation.
Note that the Greek word “parresia” = confidence is used in Hebrews as a synonym for faith.

Hebrews 3:6  but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house-- whose house we are, if we hold fast our

confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.

Hebrews 10:35   Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  For you have 36

need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.  FOR 37

YET IN A VERY LITTLE W HILE, HE W HO IS COMING W ILL COME, AND W ILL NOT DELAY.  BUT MY 38

RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN

HIM.  But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of 39

the soul.

      1.  Notice that our souls are preserved through faith - not a momentary faith, but an enduring faith.  Such     
warnings to not predict we will lose our salvation, but protect us from losing faith in Christ.

Mark 13:13  "You will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 

      2.  Faith is the instrument God uses to bring us into a relational union with Christ, so that we get to share in
Christ’s benefits and Christ’s reward of inheriting the glory of God.  (Umbrella diagram).  We must    
remain “in Christ” by faith to remain heirs with Christ.

Romans 8:17  and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with

Him so that we may also be glorified with Him .

1 Peter 1:6  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now  for a little while, if necessary, you have been

distressed by various trials,  so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 7

perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation

of Jesus Christ; 

  B.  So God, by bringing His power to bear upon our faith, protects us from falling away from Christ.

      1.  God by His gracious power creates our faith.  (Cf. The Hymn, “I know whom I have believed.”  “I know
not how the Spirit moves convincing men of sin, revealing Jesus through the Word, creating faith in
 him.”)

Philippians 1:29  For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him , but also to suffer

for His sake, 



Acts 16:14  A woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was

listening; and the Lord opened her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 

      2.  God by His gracious power guards, sustains, preserves our faith.  I can’t think of anyone who    
appreciated this more than Peter.  Christ prayed that God’s power would sustain Peter’s faith in the
face of persecution.  And He who interceded for Peter on earth, is now raised from the dead and lives    
forever to make intercession for us!

Philippians 1:6  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until

the day of Christ Jesus.

Luke 22:31  "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat;  but I have prayed 32

for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." 33

But he said to Him, "Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!"  And He said, "I say to you, 34

Peter, the rooster will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me." 

Hebrews 7:25   Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He

always lives to make intercession for them.

  C.  From What and For What Does God's Power Protect Us?  Not always in this life from ...
      1.  all pain and suffering, trials, distress  1:6
      2.  from all financial loss
      3.  from all heartbreak
      4.  from all illness
      5.  from tasting death
      6.  from the fire of persecution  4:12
      7.  but from the fire of eternal judgment, and for a future salvation ready to be revealed when Christ is 

revealed in glory. 1:5

Conclusion

  A.  In 1 Peter 5:1-12  Peter is laying out for us the grace of God toward us, that we will be encouraged to stand  
 firm in it, regardless of trials, difficulties, sufferings in this life.

  B.  Be encouraged Christian by the extent to which God's grace is presently reaching into our lives.  He has not 
  only secured an eternal inheritance for us, He is presently securing us for that inheritance, by creating    

and sustaining in us the faith through which we inherit with Jesus at His return the very presence and    
glory of God! 
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