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Mark 3:22-35   
 
22  And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, 
and by the prince of the devils casteth he out devils.   
 

Matthew 12:24  But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out 
devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.   

 
Mark 3:6  And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the 
Herodians against him, how they might destroy him. 
 

The scribes and the Pharisees are determined to undermine Jesus’s authority. They accuse him 
of having power from the opposite source of that which he claimed (and possessed). 

 
Mark 3:11-12  And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and 
cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God.  12  And he straitly charged them that they should 
not make him known. 

 
Even the demons had recognized who he was and where his power came from, but the scribes 
and Pharisees cannot recognize him at all. They only see one who is a challenge to their power. 
 

Isaiah 5:20  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 

 
This is no different than what happens to God’s church and his children today. 
 
23  And he called them unto him, and said unto them in parables, How can Satan 
cast out Satan?  24  And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom cannot 
stand.  25  And if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand.  26  
And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an 
end.   
 

Matthew 12:25-28 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself 
shall not stand:  26  And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his 
kingdom stand?  27  And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children 
cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges.  28  But if I cast out devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.   

 
Jesus uses simple logic to combat the accusation of the Jewish leaders. He knew their thoughts 
and realized that they were desperately trying to find some way to either catch him in error or to 
cast enough doubt upon him that the people would stop following him. They had been witnesses 
to Jesus’ miracles and yet denied the truth that he was the Son of God. 
 

Romans 1:18-19  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  19  Because that which 
may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 
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27  No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will 
first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.   
 

Matthew 12:29  Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, 
except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.   

 
Jesus make it clear: Satan is the strong man. Jesus has bound him by the Spirit of God. Satan’s 
house and Satan’s goods are being spoiled as prophesied. 
 

Genesis 3:14-15  And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou 
art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and 
dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  15  And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel. 
 
Isaiah 49:25-26  But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with 
him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children.  26  And I will feed them that 
oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as with sweet 
wine: and all flesh shall know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the 
mighty One of Jacob. 

 
28  Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and 
blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme:  29  But he that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation:  30  Because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.   
 

Matthew 12:30-33  He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth abroad.  31  Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy 
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto 
men.  32  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven 
him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come.  33  Either make the tree good, 
and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree 
is known by his fruit. 

 
Blaspheme: (blasphēmeō) to vilify, specifically to speak impiously, defame, rail on, revile, speak evil. 
 
Jesus knows the eternal state of each of the scribes and Pharisees. What he is saying may see 
contradictory: “all sins shall be forgiven” (verse 28) versus “hath never forgiveness” (verse 29), 
but taken in context the conflict is resolved. Those of the Jewish leaders who accuse Jesus of 
miraculous healing by the power of Satan (“he hath an unclean spirit (verse 30) are blaspheming 
the Holy Ghost. They are not of his sheep and are already condemned to be left in their sins, one 
of which is blasphemy. Many would support and then deny Jesus. Many would follow and then 
leave Jesus. Many of those would become his brethren in the churches. But the few that 
blasphemed the Holy Ghost never would or could become part of the body of Christ. 
 

John Gill: “it is a despiteful usage of the Spirit of grace, an opposing, 
contradicting, and denying the operations wrought, or doctrines revealed by him, 
against a man's own light and conscience, out of wilful and obstinate malice, 
on purpose to lessen the glory of God, and gratify his own lusts: such was the 
sin of the Scribes and Pharisees; (continued)  
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(continued) who, though they knew the miracles of Christ were wrought by the Spirit of 
God, yet maliciously and obstinately imputed them to the devil, with a view to obscure 
the glory of Christ, and indulge their own wicked passions and resentments against 
him; which sin was unpardonable at that present time, as well as under that 
dispensation then to come, when the Spirit of God was poured down in a more 
plenteous manner.” 

 
If these things happened to Jesus, who was filled to overflowing with the Holy Ghost, who was 
accused of being evil though he was doing good, God’s children ought to be prepared for the 
same to happen to them as they go forth in the power of the Holy Ghost to do good for God’s 
glory. 
 

Matthew 5:10-12  Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11  Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  12  
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before you. 

 
1 Peter 4:12-14  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  13  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad 
also with exceeding joy.  14  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for 
the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on 
your part he is glorified. 

 
31  There came then his brethren and his mother, and, standing without, sent unto 
him, calling him.  32  And the multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, 
Behold, thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee.   
 
Jesus and the apostles and as many as could gather with him were in a house (verse 19). His 
mother (Mary) and his brothers are outside in the crowd and send a messenger through the 
throng to call him to them. This event seems out of place following Jesus’ response to the scribes 
and Pharisees, but as had happened earlier when Jesus’ friends had attempted to lay hold upon 
him to protect him from himself, this is a similar action. Jesus’ earthly family is wanting to 
caution him against accusing the Jewish leaders. They want him to stop for his own safety. 
 
33  And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren?  34  And he 
looked round about on them which sat about him, and said, Behold my mother and 
my brethren!   
 
Jesus knows who is outside the house. They are his physical relatives. He uses their inquiry to 
reveal something about the kingdom (and family) of God: there is an adoption by the power of 
God which brings children into the family of God. Those children, unlike the condemned scribes 
and Pharisees, are blessed to have the Holy Ghost in them. 
 

Romans 8:14-17  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  
15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God:  17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

 
Galatians 3:26-27  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27  For 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
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35  For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, 
and mother. 
 
The children of God, the spiritual relatives of Jesus Christ, are doers. They, like him, actively do 
the will of God in their lives. 
 
They make and maintain peace with their fellow men. 

Matthew 5:9  Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

 
Romans 12:18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. 

 
They are willing to forsake everything for Jesus. 

Matthew 19:29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, 
shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 

 
They grow in grace (sanctification). 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-3a  Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 
Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye 
would abound more and more.  2  For ye know what commandments we gave you by 
the Lord Jesus.  3a  For this is the will of God, even your sanctification,  

 
They love God, keep his commandments, and love God’s other children. 

1 John 5:1-5  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that 
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.  2  By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.  3  For this is 
the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not 
grievous.  4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.  5  Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
Summary: 

1. Blasphemy of the Holy Ghost (accusing God of being evil) is a sign of the unregenerate. 
2. The regenerate children of God should expect the same accusation against the good they 

believe and practice. 
3. Persecution for belief and practice is a sign of the regenerate. 
4. God’s children (the regenerate) demonstrate their adoption in their lives. 


