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Immanuel 
 
In His third year of ministry, Jesus received a message from Mary and Martha, who at that time 
were in Bethany.  Their brother was gravely ill; if the Lord didn’t come immediately, Lazarus 
would die! Now, Jesus was ministering on the North side of the Dead Sea, the exact location 
where John earlier had begun his public ministry.  While this was NOT an insignificant distance 
to travel in order to help someone in need1, nevertheless Lazarus and his sisters had a special 
relationship with the Lord; so you’d expect that upon hearing, He would have dropped 
everything and come.  Yet our Lord delayed two days!  This was enough time for Lazarus to lose 
his life and his sisters to suffer a broken heart! 
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Do you remember the statement that Martha and Mary each gave when once they saw Jesus? 
 

John 11:21, 32, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 
This is an incredibly telling declaration.  Because of the death of their brother, Mary and Martha 
deduced that the Lord had NOT been present with them, for if He had Lazarus would not have 
died! 
 
This has been the thinking of many of us as well.  “If the Lord is present in our lives, then bad 
things ought NOT to occur!” The blessing of God in this life, being a Christian, should mean an 
easy, uncomplicated life! We often hold the same assumption that Mary and Martha had.   
 
Oh, how Mary and Martha needed to hear the 
message God gave to His people in Isaiah 7 & 8! And 
we need to hear the message God gave too! 
 
Another name that Christ bears as our Messiah 
corrects our thinking on this point: The Christ of 
Christmas is Immanuel!  We are introduced to 
Immanuel in Isaiah 7:1-16. 
 
In 931 BC, Israel divided into two countries: Israel in 
the North and Judah in the South.  All things went 
along relatively well for Judah until 734 BC.  Around 
this time, the countries north of Judah were feeling 
the threat of Assyria.  Thus, they joined together to 
form a unified front against this nation.  However, 
Judah (the southern kingdom), under king Ahaz, 
refused to join the alliance.   
 
Because of Judah’s refusal to join the coalition, two 
of the northern kingdoms came against the Southern Kingdom to depose Ahaz and place a king 
on the throne who would join their anti-Assyrian league. 
 

Isaiah 7:1-2, 6, “Now it came about in the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of 
Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Aram and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of 
Israel, went up to Jerusalem to wage war against it, but could not conquer it.  When it was 
reported to the house of David, saying, ‘The Arameans have camped in Ephraim’ [IOW, 
Syrian had joined forces with Israel], his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the 
trees of the forest shake with the wind… [What was Israel/Aram’s plan? Notice v. 6…] Let 
us go up against Judah and terrorize it, and make for ourselves a breach in its walls, and set 
up the son of Tabeel as king in the midst of it.” 
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This would have been a serious threat in light of the defeat Judah had JUST suffered at the hand 
of Pekah and Rezin.  Speaking of Ahaz, the writer of 2 Chronicles records the following: 
 

2 Chronicles 28:5-6a, “Wherefore, the Lord his God delivered him into the hand of the king 
of Aram [Rezin]; and they defeated him and carried away from him a great number of 
captives, and brought them to Damascus.  And he was also delivered into the hand of the 
king of Israel [Pekah], who inflicted him with heavy casualties.  For Pekah the son of 
Remaliah slew in Judah 120,000 in one day, all valiant men…” 

 
If Judah couldn’t beat Rezin or Pekah individually in battle, how could Ahaz withstand their 
combined armies? It is no wonder that Ahaz’s heart sank!   
 
Now, it was at this time that Isaiah was commanded by God to go to Ahaz and give him a 
message: 
 

Isaiah 7:3, “Then the Lord said to Isaiah, ‘Go out now to meet Ahaz, you and your son 
Shear-jashub [his name means, ‘A Remnant Shall Return’- a rather profound message for 
God’s people at this time, cf. Isaiah 8:18], at the end of the conduit of the upper pool, on 
the highway to the fuller’s field.’” 

 
The “end of the conduit of the upper pool” was a reference to the city’s water supply.  Clearly 
in anticipation of a siege (which really was his only defense at this time), Ahaz was overseeing 
the work of securing the needed water to endure the rough days that were at hand.  Yet, 
behold the message God gave to Ahaz at this time; still speaking to Isaiah, God said this: 
 

Isaiah 7:4, “And say to [Ahaz], ‘Take care, and be calm, have no fear and do not be 
fainthearted because of these two stubs of smoldering firebrands, on account of the fierce 
anger of Rezin and Aram, and the son of Remaliah.” 

 
When a fire is about to go out, all that is left are “the stubs of smoldering firebrands.”  In the 
eyes of God, Ahaz’s enemies were nothing over which to be afraid!  In vv. 5-6 we read of their 
plan to depose Ahaz and place a king on the throne of Judah who would support their coalition. 
Yet, God had a final word on this matter: 
 

Isaiah 7:7, “Thus says the Lord God, ‘It shall not stand nor shall it come to pass.’” 
 
As we have seen, Assyria soon would attack and begin slicing up Northern Palestine in sections.  
The first to fall would be the Syrians, then the Phoenicians, and soon after that, Israel/Ephraim 
(cf. vv. 8-9).  So what ought Ahaz to do? Notice the text: 
 

Isaiah 7:9b, “…If you will not believe, you surely shall not last.” 
 
Ahaz and all of Judah must trust God! To do anything else at this time would prove fatal!   
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This is a high calling, even for devout believers.  Accordingly, Isaiah, seeing the doubt of Ahaz, 
invited him to choose a sign to show the veracity of God’s message.2 
 

Isaiah 7:10-12, “Then the Lord spoke again to Ahaz, saying, ‘Ask a sign for yourself from the 
Lord your God; make it deep as Sheol or high as heaven.’  But Ahaz said, ‘I will not ask, nor 
will I test the Lord!’” 

 
Ahaz’s response most likely was inspired by Deuteronomy 6:16 which reads, “You shall not put 
the Lord your God to the test.”  Though his initial response may sound pious, we know it was 
not! Ahaz had no intention of serving God much less following the Lord or submitting to His 
word (in fact, he was the one who called for the Assyrian’s to attack Aram, Phoenicia, and 
Israel, 2 Chronicles 28:16).  This was just a pious way of shutting up Isaiah, and so ultimately 
rejecting God! 
 
Yet God cannot nor will He be silenced! Accordingly, the Lord gave Ahaz a sign. 
 

Isaiah 7:13, “Then he said, ‘Listen now, O house of David! Is it too slight a thing for you to 
try the patience of men, that you will try the patience of my God as well?’” 

 
It is significant that God here does NOT address Ahaz, BUT the entire nation! See, Ahaz was a 
covenant head which meant that the crises facing Ahaz was a crisis facing the entire nation not 
just the king! And that means that God’s response here was NOT intended for Ahaz alone, BUT 
for ALL HIS PEOPLE (which includes you and me)! 
 
Herein we catch the first glimpse at the context of Immanuel; dire circumstances! 
 

Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” 

 
 the idea behind this word originally was NOT the “virgin birth” as we think of it ;(almah) ַעְלָמה 
today in theology.  In Hebrew, the word refers to a marriageable girl, a young woman who had 
yet to know a man.  Accordingly, this obviously was in reference to a young woman who was 
known to Ahaz, Isaiah, and the nation.  Who was this woman? The text continues describing her 
unborn child: 
 

Isaiah 7:15, “He will eat curds and honey at the time He knows enough to refuse evil and 
choose good.” 

 
“Curds and honey” is the food of a king.  From this we conclude that the child referenced here 
was of royal blood.   
 
Let’s piece together what we have here.  Evidently there was a famous wedding in Ahaz’s 
household which all of Judah had recently followed (think of modern day England and the 
wedding of a prince or princess).  The result of this union was the announcement that a child 
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had been conceived.  It is this child that was the focus of Isaiah’s message here.  And what was 
the message? 
 

Isaiah 7:16, “For before the boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good, the land 
whose two kings you dread will be forsaken.” 

 
So here is the sign: Ahaz only needed to watch the progress of this unborn child.  Before the 
boy was weaned, Ahaz was assured of the downfall of the countries that opposed him! What 
was the name that God attached to this sign and by which the child would be known? 
Immanuel (v. 14)! Let’s talk about this. 
 
Isaiah 7:14m “behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name 
Immanuel.” 
 
ל  נּו ֵאֽ נּו :this comes from two words ;(immanu el‘) ִעָּמ֥  ;”which means “with us (immanu‘) ִעָּמ֥
and ל  which is a term for “God.”  Together they form the title “Immanuel” or “God with (el‘) ֵאֽ
us.” 
 
To the ears of the Old TestametnT saint, this gave expression to the truth God gave to His 
covenant people throughout redemptive history: specifically, that He ever and always was 
“with His people”!3 What does this mean? The Covenant Presence of God amongst His people 
was a principle of the greatest blessing.  Speaking to Jacob, God gave this assurance: 
 
Genesis 28:15,  “And behold, I am with you, and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”  
 
Involved in this promise is both a commitment on the part of God to be with Jacob 
(positionally) and a resulting nourishing, which Moses picked up on in Exodus, following Israel’s 
sin and the Lord’s command to lead them from the wilderness to the Promised Land. 
 

Exodus 33:15, “Then he said to [God], ‘If Thy presence does not go with us, do not lead us 
up from here.’” 

 
The “Presence of God” was a promised blessing of the Covenant by which God’s people were 
assured that they would thrive and blossom as a people regardless of their surroundings.  In 
light of this presence, Moses would rather stay in the wilderness with the assurance of the 
Lord’s blessing than dwell in the land of milk and honey bereft of this special benefit! Think of 
Korah: 
 

Psalm 84:4, 6, “How blessed are those who dwell in Thy house! They are ever praising 
Thee… [the Psalmist here is reflecting upon the Covenant Presence of God.  And what 
would be the result?] Passing through the valley of Baca [weeping], they make it a spring, 
the early rain also covers it with blessings.” 
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Do you see? God’s covenant presence is an oasis to the believer.  It brings health, life, strength, 
confidence, and encouragement in the face of despair!  Accordingly, David wrote this: 
 

Psalm 23:4, “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil 
[Why?], for Thou art with me...”4 

 
The Covenant Presence of God; which has been identified as “the Immanuel Principle”- was and 
is a most important promise given us in Christ.  Through salvation, the Lord joins Himself to His 
people in an intimate way so as to bless them regardless of their external circumstances! 
In view of this, do you understand the significance of the sign that God gave Ahaz here? To one 
familiar with the Old Testament promises of God and so to one who purposed to trust the Lord, 
it would have meant so much! 
 

• Trial and difficulty are not a sign that God has forsaken His people or abandoned them!   
• Because of Immanuel, the sin and miseries of this life are dumb; as such they cannot 

speak to the child of God as to the Lord’s favor or disregard!   
• f you want a message/sign in the midst of trial and difficulty, we must go to THE Child 

born so long ago and who at His birth was placed in a manger. 
 
After describing the details surrounding the birth of Christ, Matthew said this: 
 

Matthew 1:22-23, “Now all this took place that what was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet might be fulfilled, saying, ‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a 
Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us.’” 

 
This is Immanuel!  This is the Christ of Christmas, and so the assurance that no matter how dark 
may be our path, the Lord is always with us!  
 
It is much like what it takes for us to see the light of a star! What must you do? Simply go 
outside and look up?  NO! We must go out when it is dark; in fact, the darker the night, the 
brighter will the star appear! 
 
How does this apply to our lives? How ought we to take this glorious promise? To answer this 
we must consider the rest of God’s treatment of this name in this prophecy… it is found in 
Isaiah 8! 
 

Isaiah 8:1, “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Take for yourself a large tablet and write on it in 
ordinary letters…’” 

 
The idea behind the language was so that all could read what Isaiah was penning! Like Martin 
Luther when he nailed his 95 theses on the Wittenberg castle door requesting a public debate, 
Isaiah here was to post this prophecy in a public place for all to read!  
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Isaiah 8:1b, “…Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey” 
 
 “Speed-Spoil-Haste-Booty” which obviously was a Hebraism describing the conquest of a 
nation or city.  First there is the “speed” of the army in destroying the city.  Then there is the 
“spoil” which is gathered.  Following this there is the “hasty” withdrawal of the army.  Finally, 
there is the handling of the “booty” which typically took the form of cattle, wealth, and 
people/slaves. 
 
With this, God is detailing the destruction that awaited the Northern Kingdoms of Palestine at 
the hands of the Assyrians- a destruction that began in Palestine in 734 B.C. and reached its 
zenith in 722 B.C. with the fall of Israel.  It was the news of this horrible event that Isaiah was to 
post in a public place for all to read.  The text continues: 
 

Isaiah 8:2, “And I will take to Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the priest and 
Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.” 

 
As his witnesses to the posting of this prophecy, Isaiah here says that Uriah and Zechariah- 
Ahaz’s trusted Priest and Advisor, were to vouch for his actions and message.  In other words, 
their presence was requested that they might report back to the king! 
 

Isaiah 8:3-4, “So [or better, ‘Then’ or ‘Afterwards’5] I approached the prophetess [Isaiah’s 
wife], and she conceived and gave birth to a son.  Then the Lord said to me, ‘Name him 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz; for before the boy knows how to cry out ‘My father’ or ‘My 
mother,’ the wealth of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria will be carried away before the 
king of Assyria.” 

 
This sounds familiar, doesn’t it? Isaiah’s wife, like the virgin of Isaiah 7, would have a son whose 
name was to be a reminder of the impending doom of the nation.  In fact, Isaiah was to name 
him the contents of the placard he earlier posted in v. 1, “Speed-Spoil-Haste-Booty” which in 
Hebrew is Maher-shalal-hash-baz! 
 
Now you must see that THIS CHILD is intimately linked to the CHILD of Isaiah 7:14 named, 
“Immanuel.”  The phrase, “for before the boys knows” utilizes the identical wording of Isaiah 7! 
 
We must NOT confine the message of “Immanuel” to the child born of the virgin.  Immanuel 
could be and was the designation of many children and/or people in Isaiah’s day and 
throughout Redemptive History; culminating in the birth of Christ in Matthew 1! I’ll explain this 
further in a moment.  But first notice this: 
 

Isaiah 8:5-7, “And again the Lord spoke to me further, saying, ‘Inasmuch as these people 
[referencing the citizens of the Northern Kingdom of Israel] have rejected the gently 
flowing waters of Shiloah [which was the water supply for Jerusalem], and rejoice in Rezin 
and the son of Remaliah [this is speaking of the coalition that Israel formed with the 
Arameans at this time; it was in this that the people living in the Northern Kingdom of 
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Israel placed their hope]; now therefore, behold, the Lord is about to bring on them the 
strong and abundant waters of the Euphrates [one of the rivers that flowed through 
Assyria], even the king of Assyria and all his glory; and it will rise up over all its channels 
and go over all its banks’” 

 
How vivid! God pictures the rising threat of Assyria as a large river about to crest! With this, 
BEHOLD THE CONTRAST: 
 

• Shiloh was the water supply for Jerusalem via the Gihon Spring which gently bubbled 
out of the ground, and so a representation of the Southern Kingdom of Judah and so 
God.   

• The Euphrates was a large river in Assyria which in certain seasons posed the threat of 
great flooding in Nineveh (think of the Mississippi)- this river corresponded with the 
Assyrian Empire. 

 
Do you see the awful choice that the Northern Kingdom made at this time? Rather than trusting 
God and so uniting with Judah (which would have been an easy alliance- like bathing in the 
“waters of Shiloah”), Israel sided with the Arameans.  As a result, the Northern Kingdom would 
be swept away by the flood waters of the Euphrates! And yet it wouldn’t just be Israel. 
 
Isaiah 8:8, “‘Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, it will reach 
even to the neck; and the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O Immanuel.’” 
 
There is a mixing of metaphors here.  Notice the images.   
 

• A flood victim floating in the water barely keeping his head above the rising tide- that 
would-be Judah!  

• Or a large bird of prey overshadowing the land and so terrorizing the inhabitants- the 
terrorized land once again was Judah. 

 
In both cases the victim does not die, but most certainly is traumatized! Such would be the 
impact to Judah on account of the Assyrians when they attacked the Northern Kingdoms; 
trauma, terror, fear, and panic!  Yet notice with me a very important point, Isaiah/God here 
directs this prophecy to “Immanuel.”  You mean the child born to the virgin in Isaiah 7 OR 
Isaiah’s son in Isaiah 8:3-4? NO! Here “Immanuel” references ALL the people of God- which 
brings us to “Immanuel”: A principle by which the redeemed must live. 
 

Isaiah 8:8b, “Then it will sweep on into Judah, it will overflow and pass through, it will 
reach even to the neck; and the spread of its wings will fill the breadth of your land, O 
Immanuel.” 

 
Throughout the book of Isaiah there is a contrast between the formal people of God who had 
rebelled against the Lord and the genuine servant of Christ who, in spite of bitter suffering, 
maintained their trust in God.  What is the name by which the Lord identifies them? 
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“Immanuel”! 
 
From this we conclude that “Immanuel is NOT simply the child born of the virgin in Isaiah 7 OR 
a reference to one of Isaiah’s children as in Isaiah 8.  Immanuel is a reference to all servants of 
Christ who on account of their trust in God face insurmountable difficulties.  And though at 
times they falter, in the end they overcome on account of the Christ who is with them; THE 
EMBODIMENT OF IMMANUEL! 
 
With this, our understanding of “Immanuel” is crystalized.  The child born to the virgin indeed 
was and is Immanuel; a sign of the covenant presence of God with His people!  But now get 
this, WE the genuine servant of Christ, the object of scorn to this world, or the ones who refuse 
to give in to the critic’s call to, “Curse God and die!” ALSO embody this sign and so its principle! 
 
What is that principle? Notice the text continues speaking of the nation(s) attacking God’s 
people: 
 

Isaiah 8:9-10, “Be broken, O peoples, and be shattered; and give ear, all remote places of 
the earth.  Gird yourselves, yet be shattered; gird yourselves, yet be shattered.  Devise a 
plan but it will be thwarted; state a proposal, but it will not stand, for God is with us.” 

 
Of all people and from all outward appearances, as Christians we truly are most to be pitied! 
For unlike the wealthy, strong, and powerful, we who trust in the Lord have become the scum 
of the earth.  Ours is NOT the lot of the successful worldling.  Listen to how Asaph spoke of 
them: 
 

Psalm 73:4-7a, “For there are no pains in their death; and their body is fat.  They are not in 
trouble as other men; nor are they plagued like mankind.  Therefore pride is their necklace; 
the garment of violence covers them.  Their eye bulges from fatness…” 

 
This typically is NOT a description of the genuine servant of God.  In contrast we are Immanuel- 
a people with whom God abides on account of Christ, and so a people described in the Bible as 
“…afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, 
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body” (2 Corinthians 4:8b-10)! 
 
Think back to Mary and Martha.  Yes, Lazarus would be raised! God would be glorified! Mary 
and Martha eventually would be overjoyed! Yet prior to that, they had a baptism to undergo in 
which Lazarus would have his soul ripped from his body!   Mary and Martha would have their 
heart torn on account of grief.  Yet through it all, God was bringing about His purpose through 
these three souls whom He loved (cf. John 11:4)! That is Immanuel! That is the significance of 
Isaiah 7 and 8! That is The Christ of Christmas! 
 
I want to close with what I consider to be most comforting words; written by a man who 
himself struggled through many a dark time in his life, William Cowper.  He has embodied the 
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message of Immanuel: 
 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust Him for His grace;  
Behind a frowning providence He hides a smiling face.  
His purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour;  
The bud may have a bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower.  
Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, and He will make it plain.  
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break in blessings on your head. 

 
 
 
 
 
End Note(s) 
1 ~20 Miles… the distance from Broomfield to Boulder. 
2 This is a reflection of the grace of God by which the Lord has deigned to give us 
physical/tangible signs to strengthen our faith- like the rainbow, circumcision, baptism, and the 
Lord’s Supper. 
3 cf. Genesis 17:7; 28:15; Exodus 3:12; 19:5-6; 23:20, 24; Joshua 1:5; 2 Samuel 7:9; 1 Kings 8:57. 
4 We see this embodied in Peter! Do you remember when he was in the presence of Christ? He 
was bold, strong, and courageous! But what happened when he was bereft of the Lord? He 
became a coward, fearing the scorn of the woman who asked him, “Aren’t you a follower of 
Jesus?” 
5 The New American Standard Bible makes it sound like Isaiah’s response was in consequence 
to God’s call in vv. 1-2 which it wasn’t.  The “so” is simply a copula and could be translated as 
“Then…” or “Afterwards…” 

 


