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One of our purposes in this series is to strengthen the local 
church which is the only kind of church in Holy Scripture. 

This church was started in Acts 19 by the Apostle Paul 
who was sent out by the authority of the church at Antioch, 
Syria in Acts 13, who got her authority from the church at 
Jerusalem who got her authority from God. 

With the de-emphasis on local church and emphasis on an 
imaginary universal, invisible church, it has done untold 
damage to Christendom as a whole.   

Imagine if de-emphasized the local bee colony, and 
instead, focused on an imaginary, universal, invisible bee 
hive.  Why, the local bee hives would suffer tremendously, not 
to mention the individual bees.   

Thus, churches and individual believers have suffered as 
a result of this misunderstanding of the church.  Nonetheless, 
God will get glory through His churches or church (generically 
and institutionally and abstractly speaking, the home, not a 
universal invisible home, but generically speaking). 

Now, this letter is an amazingly compact and succinct 
epistle packed with much truth, doctrinally and practically, in 
one small package.  Along with Matthew, John, Acts, and 
Romans, Ephesians is one of the first books a new believer 
should read. 

Getting a letter in the mail can be exciting and be filled with 
anticipation.  Sometimes, it can be foreboding and filled with 
trepidation or fear.  But, as a child would look forward to a 
letter from their father, so God’s children look forward to 
getting a letter (epistle) from their Heavenly Father.  Those 
who don’t love God’s Word show they are none of His, or not 
yet of His, or are spiritually sick and backslidden, though only 
for a season, not lifelong, for that is the characteristic of the 
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unsaved who have zero appetite for biblical and spiritual 
things.   

As far as divinely ordained institutions go, families can be 
divided and Jesus said they would, some are saved and some 
are not.  Governments are divided, some are saved and some 
are not; however, those in true churches, that is sound in 
doctrine and practice and those who are genuinely saved 
therein, are not saved and unsaved.  Churches who are 
indeed churches will have a love and appetite for the Word of 
God. 

As we read a letter from a loved one we hang on every 
word, so, goes the hearts of God’s children, we hang on every 
word, from our triune God, our Heavenly Father, our Elder 
Brother, and our Holy Comforter. 

Upon this subject of Giving Glory to God through His 
Church:  Greetings and Blessings; first, we will look at, The 
Greetings; and close with, The Blessings. 

 

 1 ¶  Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, to the saints which are at 
Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:  
By mentioning his apostleship, Paul is declaring 
that he is authorized to speak on God’s behalf 
via His Word, as stated in some of the other 
epistle God inspired him to write; all except for 
the epistles to the Thessalonians and 
Philippians, as they were fully assured of and 
firmly established in his apostleship. 

 Greetings of Apostolic Authority 
 Paul, an apostle of Jesus 

Christ, the word apostle means 
“sent one”; hence, Paul was sent 
of Jesus Christ.  Qualifiers being 
seeing the risen Lord Jesus, as 
Paul did on the road to Damascus, 
working miracles, inspired to write 
the Bible, called to preach the 
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Word, and being called of God to 
be apostles, not to operate 
independently of, but within the 
Scriptural confines of whatever 
church they were out of, 
Jerusalem, Antioch of Syria, etc... 

 by the will of God, it was not by 
Paul’s will because he wanted to 
be an apostle when he grew up, or 
that his parents did. 
(1) nor because of his credentials 
as being trained in the Jewish 
rabbinical schools, nor being part 
of the Sanhedrin, as he gave his 
voice or authority as one who was 
part of the Jewish authority.   
(2) Also, it wasn’t because of any 
academic training or astuteness 
he had.  God willed Paul to be an 
apostle. 

 Therefore, the authority originated 
with God and is inspired of God, 
God-breathed. 

 Greetings of true Christianity 
 To the saints which are at 

Ephesus, this epistle was to the 
saints in a localized area in 
Ephesus. The church was 
established in Acts 19.  The word, 
saints means “set apart as holy 
unto God”. 
(1) All of God’s people are saints.  
Within the Biblical context it 
means those who have been set 
apart and cleansed through the 
redemptive work of Christ. 
(2) This is not a general epistle 
addressed to believers in general 
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or in a large region where it was 
passed from church to church or 
to those who may have been 
scattered abroad due to 
persecution as with Peter’s 
epistles. 
(3) All of God’s people were 
members of true churches then.  It 
is not likely that two churches 
existed in the same city in the 
early stages of God’s churches.   
(4) Only one church in each city 
was addressed in the first three 
chapters of Revelation.  As a 
matter of fact, the church at 
Ephesus was addressed there, 
not two churches. 
(5) No false Catholic churches, 
Protestant churches, etc...only 
those who were truly Baptistic. 
(6) True churches exist today due 
to the promise of Christ in 
Matthew 16:18, that the gates of 
hell would not prevail against his 
church.  Christ’s churches never 
went out of existence where there 
were none as some say in the 
Dark Ages. 

 And to the faithful in Christ 
Jesus:  God’s people do not 
apostatize, they are faithful. 
(1) This faithfulness is through 
God’s gift of grace through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
Person and Work. 
(2) They are faithful in Christ 
Jesus, not in themselves, or in 
anything or anyone else. 
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(3) As God’s people, we are 
faithful because we are in Christ 
Jesus, safe and sealed in Him. 
(4) We are faithful because God 
will see to that we will persevere. 
(5) May we grow in faithfulness to 
be more like Christ the Author and 
Finisher of our faith. 

 

 2  Grace be to you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
Greetings, Apostolically and Saintly are from the 
Source of the same as the Blessings. 

 Blessings of true Christianity 
 Grace be to you, grace is needed 

to save us, to keep us, to cause us 
to grow.  This grace was an 
acknowledgement of God’s 
saving grace and a desire that 
God would give more grace to 
give Him more glory. 

 And peace, it would make it a 
whole lot more difficult if we didn’t 
have peace in serving God 
especially if it involved much 
affliction.  Grace is the fountain of 
which peace is a stream.  
Because we have peace with God 
we have the peace of God which 
passes all understanding. 

 Blessings from the Source Authority 
 From God our Father, every 

good and perfect gift comes from 
Him, adopted into His family, Who 
sent His only begotten Son, that 
is, when Christ came as the God-
Man. 
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 And from the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The word, and, is a conjunctive 
word that connects two words or 
phrases which denotes their 
equivalency.  Without Christ we 
could never be saved, nor be 
recipients of the blessings of His 
grace and peace, He is full of 
grace and truth, and the Prince of 
Peace. 

Do you have letters, cards, emails, audio and video 
recordings, voice messages, etc…that you watch/listen to or 
read over again and again?  I have some from family and 
loved ones that I love to hear more than once, especially from 
those who have gone on to be with the Lord, knowing I shall 
see them again one day. 

God’s communication to us, His children, His Holy Word, 
is that which never grows old, but becomes more and more 
precious as the years go by, knowing that though our Saviour 
has gone to glory, we shall see Him Face to Face in the Sweet 
By and By.    

Is that how it is like with you?  Do you view the Bible as a 
treasured letter from God to you?  Let us read it often, over 
and over, the Greetings and Blessings, knowing even greater 
ones await us for all eternity. 

As a church, Christ’s body, especially one with Christ, 
desiring we shall all be a chaste virgin unto Christ, part of the 
Bride who has made herself ready and is clothed with the 
righteousness of the saints, may we, particularly, hold dear to 
this love letter from the Bridegroom, hold it to our heart, live it 
in our lives. 

After all, the Lord is expressing through this epistle the 
Source and Substance of such blessings and that would 
increase more and more as they understood and experienced 
them. 

 



 7 

Note:  Other introductory Ephesians message before this one 
was erased, redo from hard copy to put on computer again. 

 


