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Your Child’s Depravity and Folly 
Romans 3:234 

Russ Kennedy 

Babies are liars. Researchers have found evidence of “fake crying” to seek attention, 
which is immediately followed by smiling and laughing. 

People might have a negative impression of "fake crying" said Nakayama, but they 
shouldn't do. It attracts the attention of the care-giver, and "such individual interaction 
contributes greatly not only to an infant's social development but also to their emo-
tional development. Infants who are capable of fake crying might communicate suc-
cessfully with their caregivers in this way on a daily basis. Fake crying could add 
much to their relationships." 

… 

It can only be speculation with such a small sample, but one possible reason for more 
frequent crying in Baby R, and her use of fake crying, is that she had two siblings, 
whereas Baby M was an only child. Baby R may therefore have needed to compete 
more for her mother's attention. "Siblings can enrich social interactions at home and 
increase their variety," said Nakayama. "Such environmental factors are known to 
stimulate the development of communication skills of infants."1 

This is not surprise insight to observant and thoughtful parents. Children want what they 
want. It does not take them long to find out what it takes to get what they want. They are 
“urge” and “impulse” driven. We have seen this in our own children and now in our 
grandbaby as well. Oh how she can cry when she is put in her crib and instantly stop when 
her parent enters the room. She can poke and touch a phone or tablet and then give you a 
really big frown or scowl if it doesn’t respond.  

 

 

What is the relationship between the natural state of our children and the bible's com-
mands on how to rear them? 

 	

                                                 
4 Unless otherwise designated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version® 

(ESV®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permis-
sion. All rights reserved. 
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A	Child's	Natural	State	
People generally think of children as being innocent. They confuse the charming cuteness, 
preciousness and sweetness with their innate, natural state. We love them and therefore 
tend to see them through the lens of that love. 

Further though, people will interpret their children based on what they believe that child 
is. This is their functional belief. They believe that children are innocent and therefore 
they do not do what is wrong. This particularly true of infants and very young children. 
These are the parents who are surprised by the unexpected evil their little children com-
mit. The reality of the 7 month old screaming when nothing is wrong and who stops as 
soon as parent picks them up is never seen. “Oh, something must be wrong or they 
wouldn’t be crying like this…” In fact, the child may simply want your attention and this 
gets your attention. 

All	children	are	born	sinners	

So what does the Bible say about children? Listen to several texts and then we will 
draw out some lines of thought from them. 

Psalm 51:5 —  
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  

Psalm 58:3–5 —  
3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from birth, speaking lies. 4 
They have venom like the venom of a serpent, like the deaf adder that stops its ear, 5 so 
that it does not hear the voice of charmers or of the cunning enchanter. 

Isaiah 48:8 —  
8 You have never heard, you have never known, from of old your ear has not been 
opened. For I knew that you would surely deal treacherously, and that from before birth 
you were called a rebel.  

 Romans 3:21–25 —  
21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although 
the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the re‐
demption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine for‐
bearance he had passed over former sins.  

 Romans 5:12–14 —  
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, 
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world 
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgres‐
sion of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.  
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Ephesians 2:3  -- 

We all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

1 John 1:8,10  --  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we say we 
have not sinned, we make [God] a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Ephesians 2:12-13 –-   

Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the com‐
monwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

The Bible teaches us that children are born in sin. The four categories of sin apply to 
them 

Imputed	sin	

All children are born in Adam. They have Adam’s sin put to their account. Imputa-
tion is not merely a theological construct. It is also a piercing, practical reality. If 
you deny the imputation of sin, then you cannot have the imputation of righteous-
ness. Children then are accountable to God, the Judge. 

Transmitted	sin		

All children are born of a human father and have sin passed to them from their fa-
thers. This aspect of sin is sometimes called the sin nature. The old person is 
transmitted to the father’s children. We do not know the method of it, only the fact 
of it. This is one of the reasons Jews is virgin born. 

Enabled	sin		

All children are born with the innate power to do sin. Sin has a power in us to 
cause us to rebel against God. Children do not have to be taught how to sin. Left to 
themselves, they will tend to do what is wrong.  

Committed	sin		

All children are born doing acts of sin. Very early and much earlier than many par-
ents seem to recognize, your child is intentionally choosing to disobey you, to serve 
their own wants and desires. Much childhood sin is out of ignorance but it is still 
wrong in God’s eyes. 

Sin is not just something learned but is original and hereditary. It is attached to the in-
fant while still in the womb. We are conceived and born utterly sinful. Our whole lives 
are "in sin." 
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So we are parenting sinners. That is a fundamental orientation of Biblical parenting. 
Our discipline and instruction is part of God’s gracious way of dealing with the inborn 
sinfulness of our sons and daughters. 

All	children	are	born	foolish	

The Bible teaches us that folly is deeply imbedded in our children.  

Proverbs 22:15 —  
15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. 

Proverbs 1:7, 22, 32 —  
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruc‐
tion.  22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?  How long will scoffers de‐
light in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? 32 For the simple are killed by their turn‐
ing away, and the complacency of fools destroys them;  

Their	Ignorance	

Children are born will little or no knowledge. Their folly is often the fruit of their 
ignorance. At the beginning, ignorance is not culpable. But if a child refuses to 
learn then folly and sin will become intertwined. So, Biblical parenting will help 
our children to grow in knowledge and wisdom. 

Their	Folly	

Children do not naturally know the connection between choices and consequences. 
They have to learn that there are consequences for their choices and actions. Folly 
is the failure to learn that connection. Initially we teach them wisdom by the use of 
correction and chastening with the rod.   

 Even if we were not born in sin, we would still need instruction and discipline to deal 
with our children’s folly. 

A	Child’s	Natural	Behavior	
Now let’s think about this practically. 

All	children	commit	sin	

Children will strike out in anger or break into tears when told what to do by their par-
ents. This is sin.  

Even very young children will look at you before going to touch something you have 
said not to.  

Many children will try to hide (maybe not too successfully) what they know is wrong. 
So at 7-8 months, our grandbaby will slip food she doesn’t like into the seat of her high 
chair to hide it.  

Even 1 year olds can and will openly defy their parents. 
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Children become master manipulators very quickly. They learn how to manipulate 
parents and other children around them.  

All	children	commit	folly	

Children will get themselves into things because they do not anticipate consequences. 

If children are not corrected, they will do the same foolish things over and over again. 
They may even do so in the face of natural consequences.  

We must distinguish between disobedience, folly and accidents. A child may knock 
his glass of milk over because his coordination isn’t good. Or, they knocked it over 
while they were disobeying and acting silly or playing at the table. Or, they knocked it 
over on purpose for any number of reasons… 

The	Perfect	Child	 Luke1:26-38;  2:39–52	
Some of the implications for understanding children come from observing what the Bible 
says about the only child who was born neither sinful nor foolish. 

His	Virgin	Birth	 Luke 1:26–38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Naz‐
areth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to dis‐
cern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.”  

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—
the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.  

Jesus was virgin born. He had no earthly father. So, he did not receive the old man, the 
power of sin nor the guilt of Adam’s sin. He was born of Mary and thus received His 
humanity from her.  
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His	Natural	Development	 Luke 2:39–52	
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they re‐
turned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.  

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast 
was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His par‐
ents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, 
but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and 
when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three 
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and ask‐
ing them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to 
him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching 
for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 And they did not understand the say‐
ing that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and 
was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.  

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.  

Jesus grew physically. He was a real boy who went through the growing pains. He 
grew up physically just all children do. So the Lord lived a sinless life in the midst of 
the troubles and temptations faced by children and by teens. 

Jesus grew in wisdom. He grew in wisdom? Think about that for a moment. This 
means that He grew in knowledge and in the fear of the Lord. So, in children, a lack of 
wisdom is not sin. Yet He had amazing knowledge and insight because He was not 
fettered by sin nor selfishness. His mind was not bound by sin, His inner person not 
driven by self or sin. So His questions and understanding astonished His teachers.  
Parent, show your children grace so that they too may grow in wisdom.  

Jesus grew in His relationships. He grew more and more in receiving affirmation, ac-
ceptance and approval with people and with God. This was because the grace (favor) 
of God was upon Him. And He was well liked. His sinlessness was that of a child and 
young man. Yet it was filled with humility, grace and truth. 

His	Submissive	Life	

Jesus was submissive to His parents. He was submissive to His earthly parents be-
cause He was submissive to His heavenly Father. His parents were sinful and often 
clueless as to what was going on. They never thought to look in the Temple to find 
Him! After three days! Really? Yet Jesus wryly points out that He is about His heaven-
ly Father’s business (growing in knowledge, wisdom and insight) but quietly goes and 
submits to His parents.  
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Reflect	and	Respond	

Believe what the Bible says about our children. This will transform your parenting. It will 
enable you to guide, guard and grow your children. It will shape your hopes, wants and 
expectations so that you will be pleasing to the Lord and yet do not carry unnecessary 
burdens of guilt. 

Realize that this is only a part of the story. Your children are sinful and foolish. They will 
need discipline and instruction. But they also should be given the encouragement, com-
fort, security and approval that reflects God our Father’s ways with us. 

Evaluate your own thinking about children.  

Do you understand your own struggles with sin, folly and self? 

Do you know and understand your children?  

Are you treating all your children the same? Or is your parenting consistent with 
Scripture and tailored for each child? 

Rear, nurture, bring up your children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord in view 
of the Lord’s own discipline and instruction of you. 
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