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Message:   Inheriting with Christ the Glory of God, Part 3
Text:         Revelation  21:9-27

Introduction 

  A. When Jesus Christ inspired His apostle Paul to write to us about our inheritance of glory
with Christ, He had him write ...

Romans 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him. 18 For I consider
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that
is to be revealed to us.  

  B.  What Jesus Christ inspires His apostle Paul to state for us, He inspires His apostle John to
picture for us, that the hope of glory might linger long in our imaginations, that we might
savor and long for it, and endure to take hold of this blessed hope at the glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.

  C.  If we Christians meditate on these visions as God intends for us to do, then we should end
up marveling together as we see in these visions ...

      1.  that God the Creator, who is central to all that exists, has made the bride of Christ, the city 
of God, the church, the dominant feature of all the created things in the new heavens and 
earth.  (Our uncreated God is of course the dominant feature, but of things created, the 
church is dominant in Revelation 21:1 - 22:5).

         2.  that God has given the church this prominent position among all created things by giving
the bride of Christ, the church, His glory, picturing her for us as ...

 a.  21:2,9-14 His glorified city, the New Jerusalem (as we began to see last week)

  b.  21:15-21 His glorified temple (which we will look at today)

I.  21:2,9-14  The church as God’s glorified city, the New Jerusalem

  A.  The Lord, having John draw heavily from Old Testament Israelite imagery here as 
throughout Revelation, simultaneously pictures His church, His people, as His bride and
His holy city.

Revelation 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.

Revelation 21:9   Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven
last plagues came and spoke with me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the bride,



the wife of the Lamb."  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high 10

mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God,  having the glory of God.  Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone 11

of crystal-clear jasper. 

  B.  So not only will we behold the glory of God in the new heavens and earth, we will ourselves
radiate the glory of God, being completely transformed into His pure image without sin or
defect.

1 John 3:2   Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we
will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him
just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as 3

He is pure. 

Matthew 5:8   "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

  C.  21:11  The glory of God’s sinless, pure character at His return radiating from His holy city,
His church at His return is represented as the brilliance of precious minerals and gem
stones.  Just as the most beautiful, brilliant diamonds are those with the least defects, so
the beauty of the church will be the absence of sin and the presence of righteousness in
here very character.

Revelation 21:11  having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone,
as a stone of crystal-clear jasper. 

  D.  The glory of the church for which Christ died includes the fact that it is not to be limited to 
New Testament saints, but includes all believers from every age and people group, as 
represented by the city having the names of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 apostles.  It
stands as a perpetual witness to God’s covenant faithfulness to the patriarchs that in their
seed all families of the earth will be blessed.

Revelation 21:12   It had a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels; and names were written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
sons of Israel.  There were three gates on the east and three gates on the north and three 13

gates on the south and three gates on the west.  And the wall of the city had twelve 14

foundation stones, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb.

Ephesians 2:19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow
citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, 20 having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,

      1.  The imagery of the 12 gates, 3 on the east, north, south, and west is drawn from the vision 
of an eschatological temple in Ezekiel 48.



Ezekiel 48:31 ... the gates of the city, named for the tribes of Israel, three gates toward
the north: the gate of Reuben, one; the gate of Judah, one; the gate of Levi, one.  "On the 32

east side, ... shall be three gates: the gate of Joseph, one; the gate of Benjamin, one; the
gate of Dan, one. 

      2.  That there are 3 gates providing entrance from all directions might symbolize the 
fulfillment of God’s covenant to the patriarchs in Christ ...

Genesis 28:14  "Your descendants will also be like the dust of the earth, and you will
spread out to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and in you
and in your descendants shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

Luke 13:28   "...  you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the
kingdom of God, ...  "And they will come from east and west and from north and 29

south, and will recline at the table in the kingdom of God. 

II.  21:15-21  The church as God’s glorified temple

Revelation 21:15   The one who spoke with me had a gold measuring rod to measure the
city, and its gates and its wall.  The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great 16

as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles (12,000
stadia); its length and width and height are equal.  And he measured its wall, 17

seventy-two yards, according to human measurements, which are also angelic
measurements. 

  A.  That the city is measured symbolizes its protection by God, as was the case of the temple in 
chapter 11.  

Revelation 11:1  Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said,
"Get up and measure the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. 2

"Leave out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been
given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months. 

  B.  The city, being a cube, is now pictured as the temple of God, the dwelling place of God and 
His people

      1.  The dimensions of the city (2:16,17) ought not to be contextualized, resulting in a change
in the numbers (12,000 stadia - 1,500 miles; 144 cubits = 72 yards), since in the literary
genre of Revelation numbers often carry a qualitative vs quantitative significance. 

Zechariah 2:5  'For I,' declares the LORD, 'will be a wall of fire around her, and I will be 
the glory in her midst.'" 

      2.  A cube is the same geometric shape as the Holy of Holies in the temple.  



Revelation 21:16 The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width;
and he measured the city with the rod, fifteen hundred miles; its length and width and
height are equal.

1 Kings 6:19 Then he prepared an inner sanctuary within the house in order to place there
the ark of the covenant of the LORD. 20 The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits in
length, twenty cubits in width, and twenty cubits in height, and he overlaid it with
pure gold. ....

      3.  God will be the temple, but the saints will also comprise it, where God and His people 
will permanently dwell together.  We will always have a place to belong in His glorious 
presence.

Revelation 3:12 'He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My
God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My
God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God, and My new name.

Revelation 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the
tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be
His people, and God Himself will be among them,

1 Peter 2:5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

      4.  That this glorified Holy of Holies is the people of God is also symbolized by the gem 
stones of its walls. The church was in OT times represented before God by a square of 
precious stones with the engraved names of the tribes of Israel, worn by the high priest 
over his heart as he ministered before the Lord.  8 of the stones mentioned in Exodus are 
the same as the stones mentioned in Revelation 21:19-20, and 4 are semantic equivalents 
(Beale, p. 1080).

Revelation 21:18  The material of the wall was jasper; and the city was pure gold, like
clear glass.  The foundation stones of the city wall were adorned with every kind of 19

precious stone. The first foundation stone was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third,
chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;  the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the 20

seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase; the
eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst.  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; 21

each one of the gates was a single pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass. 

Exodus 28:15 "You shall make a breastpiece of judgment, the work of a skillful
workman; like the work of the ephod you shall make it: of gold, of blue and purple and
scarlet material and fine twisted linen you shall make it. 16 "It shall be square and folded
double, a span in length and a span in width. 17 "You shall mount on it four rows of



stones; the first row shall be a row of ruby, topaz and emerald; 18 and the second row a
turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; 19 and the third row a jacinth, an agate and an
amethyst; 20 and the fourth row a beryl and an onyx and a jasper; they shall be set in gold
filigree. 21 "The stones shall be according to the names of the sons of Israel: twelve,
according to their names; they shall be like the engravings of a seal, each according to
his name for the twelve tribes.

III.  21:22-27  Humanity’s two destinies

  A.  21:22,23 There is never again to be a physical temple, for the Lord is the temple.  Notice in 
21:11 the church is stated as “having the glory of God.” (21:11), and in 2:23 the city has 
no need for the created heavenly luminaries that once displayed the glory of God (Psalm
19:1), for the Lord’s presence will illuminate the city, the church.

Revelation 21:22   I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are
its temple.  And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the 23

glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

  B.  21:24-26 The nations and kings mentioned are believers, and are not to be thought of as 
outside of the New Jerusalem, but are included as part of the church.  The imagery is 
fluid.

Revelation 21:24   The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring
their glory into it.  In the daytime (for there will be no night there) its gates will never be 25

closed;  and they will bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it;  26

Isaiah 60:3  "Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. ...
 "Your gates will be open continually; They will not be closed day or night, so that men11

may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings led in procession. 

      1.  Think about what it means to walk in the light of the glory of God, the glory of Christ as 
Lord and King of creation.

a.  Think what it will be like to live under the government of Christ versus human 
governments of this world!

b.  Think what it will be like to live in sinless harmony, guided clearly by the light of 
Christ.

      2.  This is the inheritance of all who, receiving Christ as Lord, are adopted by God as His 
children!

John 1:12  But as many as received Him, to those believing in His name, to them He gave
the right to become children of God.



Romans 8:17   and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.  

  C.  21:27   An exhortation to walk in the light of Christ.

      1.  Those who profess to belong to Christ, yet are not cleaned from their sinning, who 
practice falsehood (pseudos), will have no future or place in Christ’s glorified church.

Revelation 21:27   and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and
lying (pseudos), shall ever come into it, but only those whose names are written in the
Lamb's book of life.

Revelation 22:15  Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the
murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying (pseudos).  

      2.  Notice that the practice of lying does not simply refer to speaking what is falsehood, but 
living what is falsehood.  It is by Christ’s blood/death, applied to our sinful passions, 
desires, putting them to death by the Spirit’s power, that we are cleansed of our sinning as
we confess and let go of our sin.

1 John 1:5  This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God
is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 6

Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth;  but if we walk in 7

the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we say that we have no sin, we are 8

deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 9

righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

      3.  We walk in the light of Jesus by following Him in paths of a faith in Him that produces 
obedience, and in this way take hold of the Light of life, the Christ who produces eternal
life.

John 8:12    Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life." 

      4.  So ...

Isaiah 2:5    Come, house of Jacob, and let us walk in the light of the LORD. 
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