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Introduction  

1. The purpose of the book of Revelation. 

a. The prophets of old announced the first coming of Jesus to be the Savior of all who 

believe. 

b. Likewise, the Revelation announces the second coming of Jesus to be the Judge of all the 

earth. 

c. Thus, the Revelation was written to inform, prepare, and warn all who live on earth that 

the only hope of escaping God’s judgment is the redemption in Christ Jesus (Rev. 1:7, 8). 

2. Revelation reveals four cycles of judgment.  

a. The seals introduce the purpose of judgments: to end sinful rebellion on earth (6:1–17; 

8:1–5). 

b. The trumpets introduce the nature of judgments: to warn sinners that God is judging their 

sinful ways on His earth (8:6–9:21; 11:19). 

c. The seven thunders inform that there are sealed secrets about the judgments: God is not 

obligated to reveal every aspect of His dealings with either obstinate sinners or the 

redeemed (10:1–6).  

d. The seven bowls of wrath reveal the holy severity of God’s judgments: awful, complete, 

and final on those who refuse to repent and submit to His will. 

e. Yet, the mercy of God is seen in His patient endurance of rebellion, warning that His 

purpose to end it will be realized (8:13; 9:12; 10:1–11; 11:14; 14:6–11). 

3. Those not careful to understand God and His awful justice are likely to see His judgments as 

an orgy of indiscriminate destruction.  

a. The Revelation shows, conversely, the orderly, patient, but justly deserved wrath of God 

against all that is a violation of His holiness. 

b. As tinder is susceptible to sudden and violent destruction when brought into proximity to a 

raging fire, so sinners cannot withstand the presence of the thrice-holy God. 

4. The text before us reveals the nature of God’s final wrath in all its holy severity against the 

sinful rebellion of His creatures.  

I. The Judge 

1. The Gospel of John documents the office of Christ as the Judge of all the earth.  

a. John 3:16 is often cited but largely misunderstood. Most people think that the focus is on 

the great love of God and that Jesus judges no one (v. 17). However, it rather deals with 

judgment and how believers may escape it (comp. v. 16 with vv. 14, 15 and 18–21).  

b. In John 5 Jesus instructed the Jews that the Father appointed Him as the One who will 

execute judgment (vv. 22–41). 



c. In John 12 Jesus announced that the cross would secure His judgment against all sinners 

(v. 12). 

d. To summarize, Jesus is Judge for three reasons: because He came to judge sin in the flesh; 

because He wholly obeyed the Father’s will; and because He was victorious over sin.  

d. Note John 12:47, 48; 2 Thess. 1:7, 8; Act. 17:30, 31. 

2. The issue in Revelation is that God’s judgment is not reserved solely for the “last day.” The 

seals, trumpets, and bowls demonstrate that Jesus has ascended to the throne and is ruling 

now. The trumpets are judgments carried out through “evils.” Calamities and disasters do 

not discriminate throughout this present age. 

3. The problem that troubles many is why God lets tragedies occur at all and why He lets 

“innocent” people suffer in these evils. The fact is, God does not simply let these evils 

occur; He brings them about, a fact that is clear in Scripture (Lam. 3:19–39). Nevertheless, 

“with righteousness he shall judge,” for all His motives and methods are right (Isa. 11:3, 

4; Rev. 15:3, 4; “your righteous acts have been revealed”). 

II. Righteous Wrath  

1. God’s judgments are righteous because of the place where they originate—the sanctuary in 

heaven (15:5). The judgments proceed out of the naos, the actual place where God’s 

presence is manifest (v. 8). The noas was the place where no one but priests appointed by 

God could enter and minister on earth, and in heaven, only our great High Priest is 

authorized to enter and minister (Heb. 4:14, 15).  

2. The agents of judgment, the angels, assure that the judgments are righteous. Their 

appearance as described conveys the holiness and rightness of their mission (v. 6). Their 

focus and attention in carrying out the judgments by careful obedience supports the 

righteous nature of their task (16:1, 2). 

3. The instruments of judgment, the golden bowls, speak to the righteous nature of their use 

since all the furniture and instruments of the temple were either made of or overlaid with 

pure gold. 

4. The response to the judgments supports their righteous purpose (16:6).  

5. The plagues themselves, reflecting those that were used in the deliverance of Israel from 

Egypt, aim to expose the idolatry of the godless (Ex. 12:12). 

Application  

Are you a believer who rejects any idea that God uses trials and tribulations in life as a means 

to purge sinful behavior from His own people (16:15)? What of the psalmist’s statement in 

Psalm 119:67? What of Hebrews 12:5?  

In the process of sanctification, God uses difficult means to reproduce Christ’s image in His 

people. He uses severe circumstances to punish the prideful Christ-rejecters and idolaters, 

but at the same time the means of judgment, through His gracious operation, builds 

sanctifying power in His saints. 

This is why there are calls to the saints to endure patiently until the last plagues are poured 

out. 


