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Colossians 3:1–4 

1  If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 

is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

2  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.  

3  For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

4  When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

 

Risen with Christ 

Colossians 3:1-4 

 

INTRO:  

 What is the Christian life? Why is it important we live for the Lord Jesus Christ in the world 

today? This is the burden of Paul’s first four verses in Colossians 3. Paul wants us to know that 

because Christ has saved us, it is important that we live differently. We must not live according 

to the traditions of men, but live instead in the realities in Christ. 

  I. Because We are Risen with Christ (v.1-2) 

II. Why We Should Live This Way (v. 3-4) 

 

  I. Because We are Risen with Christ (v.1-2) 

 

Colossians 3:1–2    “If [therefore] you were raised with Christ, seek those things 

which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind 

on things above, not on things on the earth.” 

 

A. Paul begins his application of the truth he expounded in chapter three by reaching back 

to the end of chapter two. Remember what he wrote in Colossians 2:20. “Therefore, if 

you died with Christ.” We died with Christ and were resurrected with Christ. How did 

this happen to the Colossian believers? How did it happen to us who have put our trust in 

Christ to save us today? 

 

B. To explain this we need to remember the allusion Paul made in Colossians 2:12. 

“[We have been] buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with 

Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”  

Biblical Baptism is an outward sign of this great reality. To understand it we must look at the 

fuller explanation in Romans 6. 

 

1. Romans 6:3–5  “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with 

Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
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the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be 

in the likeness of His resurrection.”  
To understand this we need to understand a reality in the Bible. This reality is called our 

union with Jesus Christ. We are saved because we were in Christ. In time that union 

happens when we put our trust in Christ. But in the sight of God this actually happened 

before time began.  

Ephesians 1:4    “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love.” 
 

2. Paul brought up our Baptism as the reason that we who know Christ cannot go on 

sinning after we were converted. We are dead to sin and we are raised to new life in 

Christ. Baptism pictures what actually happened to us in Christ. This is more than 

identification. This is real union, vital union. We do not feel it but it happened.  

 

3. How do we know it has happened? We know it because God the Holy Spirit who came 

to live with us as salvation is changing us from the inside out. We who once couldn’t 

care less about sin and obeying God, make pleasing God our number one desire.  

 

C. Because we have truly died with Christ, and we have been resurrected with Christ, we 

must “seek the things that are above.”  This is not being too heavenly minded to be 

any earthly good. This is instead putting our priority on eternal realities. Our Lord Jesus 

Himself told us to do this in Matthew 6:31-33.  

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 

or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 

heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom 

of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”  

We need to be concerned with what is important to the Lord Jesus Christ on this earth. We 

need to major on our daily walk with Him, and we need to keep our eyes on the unseen 

reality (2 Corinthians 4:18). 

 

D. To make sure we get the point the Apostle Paul repeats it in verse 2.  

“Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”  

This harkens back to the statement in chapter two again. If we allow what these others 

think and the standards they set to regulate our lives we are looking at earthly things and 

not on heavenly priorities. 

 

II. Why We Should Live This Way (v. 3-4) 

 

Colossians 3:3–4    “For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.” 
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A. Why is this so important to the Apostle Paul? The answer is these two verses. When we 

died in Christ, something else happened through our vital union with Jesus Christ. Our lives 

were hidden in Christ. He is talking about the fact that what we are as the children, the born 

ones of God has not yet been seen. 

 

B. In Romans 8:18-19, Paul wrote: 

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest 

expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.”  

The glory that makes our suffering pale in comparison is the glory that shall be revealed 

when we are revealed with Christ as the sons of God. 

 

C. I have to run to 1 John 3:1-2 again.  

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be 

called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not 

know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been 

revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be 

like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”  
Doesn’t this sound eerily like Colossians 3:4?  

“When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”  

 

D. How do we apply all of this? 

 

1. First, this is the gateway to the major application of this point in chapters 3-4. Still, 

there are very important applications to be made of what we learned today. First, we 

need to make sure we are Christ’s. We become His child by recognizing we are sinners 

and we take Him as the provision for our sin. We believe He is the Son of God and the 

Father raised Him from the dead. 

 

2. We also need to live as those who have the Spirit of God living in us. We need to live 

in a real walk with the living Christ. Seeking to know and embrace what He loves and 

seek to do what He wants us to do. 

 

3. We also need to recognize this world is not all there is. We are just passing through 

and when Christ is manifested, what we are will be manifested with Him in glory.  

 

Hymn# 395 Nearer My God to Thee 


