
Gospel of Mark Chapter 15B 

What Did the Cross Accomplish? 

 

Evidence of the crucifixion of Christ was documented for us by those who were eyewitnesses. 

 When we combine all 4 of the Gospels together we learn that Mary Magdalene, Mary the 

mother of Jesus, the Apostle John and his mother were eye witnesses of Jesus’ death and 

resurrection. 

 

The crucifixion of Christ was confirmed historically by first century Roman historians - Tacitus 

and Lucian.  The historian Flavius Josephus records both the death and resurrection of Christ, 

(Jewish Antiquities, 18.3.3 §63) 

 

The real question is NOT DID Jesus die on the cross - But what did his death accomplish?  

What did Jesus obtain / acquire / secure by the shedding of his blood. 

 It is popular in many churches to view the death of Christ merely in a moralistic way.  

 Pastors teach that Jesus’ death is a wonderful example that should be emulated by all people. 

It is widely declared that His death teaches us how we ought to live.  

 Here are a few examples: 

 

 “If we would only live our daily lives in a sacrificial manner, the way that Jesus lived, the way 

that Jesus died we would know what it is to truly be like Jesus” 

 While there is a thread of truth to this statement it focus more on the efforts of man rather 

than the finished work of Christ.  

 

 “To be sure, the Lord Jesus is a great moral example to all of us! He was committed to a worthy 

cause that would benefit mankind and we also should be committed to worthy causes and give 

our lives in sacrifice for the good of humanity.” 

 Interestingly these opinions follow the same line as those expressed by Gandhi 

 

Gandhi - I could accept Jesus as a martyr, an embodiment of sacrifice, and a divine teacher. His 

death on the cross was a great example to the world, but that there was anything like a 

mysterious or miraculous virtue in it, my heart could not accept. 

 Viewing the cross in a solely moralistic manner ruins the miraculous life-changing message 

of the Gospel. 

 

SO what did the cross of Christ actually accomplish?   

1. Expiation - The removal of Sin and Guilt 

2. Restoration - He restored access to the Father  

3. Reconciliation - On the cross Christ reconciled the world to god 

 

1. Expiation - very simply is the Removal of sin and guilt by the sacrifice of Christ. 

Hebrews 9:26b (Jesus, God in human flesh)  He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages 

to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

 John the Baptist declared, Behold the Lamb of God who TAKES AWAY the sin. 

 By taking the penalty for our sin Jesus was able to remove it from us..  

 



Mark 15:33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 

ninth hour.  34  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 

sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 

Luke tells us that this eerie darkness covered the land for 3 hours. 

 From the 6
th

 hour (NOON) through to the 9
th

 hour (3 in the afternoon) Luke tells us, “The 

sun stopped shining.” 

 There is something very strange even ominous about this darkness. What does it mean?  

 Are there other places in the Bible that refer to this kind of darkness? 

 

There are places in the Bible where darkness represents the judgment of God. 

Joel 2:10  The earth quakes before them; the heavens tremble. The sun and the moon are 

darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. (before the great and terrible day of the Lord) 

 

Zephaniah 1:14 The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day 

of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 15  A day of wrath is that day, a day of 

distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds 

and thick darkness, 

 

The prophet Amos foretelling the Judgment that was about to come upon the unbelieving people 

of Israel writes: 

Amos 8: 9  “And on that day,” declares the Lord GOD, “I will make the sun go down at noon 

and darken the earth in broad daylight. 

 So we might consider that this darkness is evidence of the judgment of God for sin that is 

being poured out on Christ. 

 

IN other places in the Bible thick darkness actually described the very presence of God. 

Genesis 15:12-13, Abraham experienced God’s manifest presence and it is described like this “A 

great darkness that fell upon him.” 

 

1Ki 8:12  Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. 

 This was how Solomon described the glory of God that came to dwell in the Temple. 

 

So I will submit to you that this darkness was NOT the ABSENCE of God but rather the 

manifest presence of God pouring out his righteous judgment on Jesus the Lamb of God who 

actually TAKES AWAY SIN.   That’s Expiation! 

 

IT IS in those three hours that Jesus bore the penalty of our sin. He was made sin for us. It is in 

those three hours that He took the curse, and at the ninth hour, it ended.  

Three o’clock, it was finally finished. The light returns and Jesus CRYS OUT: 

 

Mark 15: 34  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” 

which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 It is interesting that this cry of Jesus comes at the very hour when the judgment stops and the 

darkness lifts and the light of the sun returns. 

 And Jesus CRYS out for the Father. How can we possibly understand His cry?  



 

Perhaps an illustration may help us comprehend Jesus’ words.  

 

A family heads out for a Sunday drive when the skies suddenly turn black and out of nowhere a 

ferocious storm descends upon the highway. 

 A Father and his 4 year old son were enjoying the ride together, singing their favorite songs 

when all of a sudden their car is accosted by a wicked tornado. The unrelenting twister 

breaks the car in two and throws it off of the road deep into the darkness of the woods. 

 The chaos and distress of the event sends the poor boy into shock and when the car finally 

comes to rest and the fearful darkness lifts, the first words out of the boy’s mouth are, 

Daddy, Daddy where are you Daddy.  

 

So it was that our blessed Savior, after enduring the trauma of God’s furious judgment for three 

hours on the cross is crying out for the only one He knows can comfort him. 

 His soul reaches out for the one he calls “My God.” 

 His work is finished; every sin of every Saint has been removed. 

 

The Psalmist writes of this EXPIATION saying: 

Psalm 103:12  as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from 

us.  

 The removal of our sin provids access. Access to the father for all who repent and believe. 

 We see this clearly portrayed for us in the tearing of the curtain, the veil that hung in the 

Temple in Jerusalem. 

 

2. Access 

Ephesians 2:17  And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those 

who were near. 18  For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.. 

 Let’s look at how that access was acquired: 

 

Mark 15: 37  And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.  38  And the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

 John 19:30, tells us that Jesus’ last word was “It is finished!”  

 Men who died on a cross did not die with a loud cry. Death by crucifixion was death by 

asphyxiation.  At the end there was literally no breath with which to speak. 

 Now we know that Jesus death was a voluntary act of surrender. No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord.  

When Jesus laid down his life for us he gave up the ghost with a loud cry TETELESTAI - 

finished, completed,  

 

This was a shout of triumph, the loud proclamation of a victor not a victim. His mission was 

completed.  

The work of redemption was accomplished! Sin was atoned for, Satan was defeated.  

Every requirement of God’s righteous law was satisfied and God’s Holy Wrath was appeased. 

 

At the very MOMENT when Jesus died the curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom. 



 Matthew adds that “The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the 

bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.” 

 There is a divine exclamation point that is attached to the death of Christ that displays His 

grand accomplishment.  

o Holy men of old were raised from the tombs and the veil in the Temple was torn 

from top to bottom. 

 

The curtain of the temple served as a physical separation that was designed to keep sinful man 

away from the presence of Holy God.  

Isaiah 59: 2, your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins 

have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 

 

This was NOT like a curtain that you might have on your windows at home.  

This was an impressive even massive curtain that separated the holy place in the Temple where 

the priests ministered from the Most Holy Place where the arc of the covenant stood and the 

presence of God was manifest. 

 The curtain was draped from a height of about 60 feet (Josephus). 

 An early Jewish tradition says that the veil was about four inches thick.   

 The book of Exodus tells us the curtain was beautifully fashioned from blue, purple and 

scarlet material and fine twisted linen 

 Mark tells us that this 60 foot curtain was torn from the top to the bottom. 

 Certainly this massive tare was not the work of a man, it was an act of God that would reveal 

to us the implications of Christ’s death. 

 

Before the death of Jesus Christ the High Priest was the only individual who was permitted to 

enter the Holy of Holies and even He could only enter one day every year, (Yom Kippur) the 

Day of Atonement. 

 After elaborate washings and sacrifices the High Priest would enter the most holy place with 

the blood of the sacrifice that would provide a temporary covering for the sin of the people. 

 

As a matter of fact, all of the sacrifices, all of the washings that we read of in the Old Testament 

serve as types and shadows pointing forward to the removal of sin and guilt that would come 

through the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

 The moment that he died the physical barrier that forbid man from entering the presence of 

God was destroyed! 

 Just as he promised, just as the prophets foretold, God made a way for sinful man to enter 

the presence of Holy God and Jesus is that way.  

 

Earlier Jesus declared:  No one comes to the Father except through me. John 14:6 

 Access to the Father is provided to all who will repent of their sins and believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 The writer of the book of Hebrews speaks of the confidence by which we may now enter the 

very presence of God through the VEIL of Christ’s flesh. 

 



Hebrews 10: 19  Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus, 20  by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 

through his flesh, 21  and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

22  let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 

from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

 I read that the 35
th

 President of the United States, John F Kennedy had a policy that allowed 

his children access to him at all times.  Regardless of who he was meeting with his children 

could walk into the room and receive his attention. 

o Through the death of Christ we have been adopted into the family of God and we 

have access to the most holy place and we may now come boldly to the throne of 

grace that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

What did Jesus obtain / acquire / secure?   

 EXPIATION - The complete removal of sin as far as the east is from the west 

 ACCESS - We can now come boldly to the throne of grace. 

 LASTLY - He secured reconciliation with God for ALL who God would call to himself. 

 

3. Reconciliation - 

2 Corinthians 5: 18  All this (all of the benefits of the New Birth) are from God, who through 

Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  19  that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling the world to himself, 

 

It is important that we understand, it is God who came seeking reconciliation.  Man did not seek 

God. God put on skin and came and dwelt among US. 

 Remember in the Garden of Eden as soon as man fell into sin God came seeking him saying, 

“Adam Where are you?” 

 We see the seeking Savior again in the words of Jesus: 

 

Lu 19:10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 Man did not seek reconciliation. He had no plan for it. He did not desire it. He had no way to 

effect it. It was the offended party, not the offending party, that sought reconciliation; and 

this shows the determination of God’s redeeming love.  

In Mark 15 we see clear evidence that in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 

 And when I say the “WORLD” I mean a multitude of individuals from among every tribe, 

every language and every nation.  

 Standing near the cross was a Roman Centurion. The leader of 100 Roman soldiers.  It was 

his job to carry out the crucifixion.  

 He was not a Jew, he was a foreigner a citizen of Rome. 

o I believe that He heard all of the words that Jesus spoke from the cross. 

 WHAT was his reaction when Jesus said, “Father forgive them they know not 

what they do.”  

 He listened in as the thief asked Jesus to remember him when he comes into 

his Kingdom. (Today, you will be with me in paradise) 

 He saw Jesus care for his mother from the cross saying, “Woman behold your 

son, son behold your mother.” 



 Surely he took notice that Jesus never responded venomously in anger to the 

ceaseless mockery that he endured. 

 What went through his mind when the skies turned dark as midnight and the 

earth shook? 

 Certainly this was NOT the centurion’s first crucifixion… BUT it was the one and only time 

that the He saw a perfect man, a righteous man, a spotless Lamb gracefully die a sinners 

death on the cross. 

o Listen to his response: 

 

Mark 15:39  And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his 

last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 This is the response of FAITH! 

 The leaders of Israel in their BLINDNESS rejected the Messiah, the very one the Prophets 

foretold they put him to death. 

 BUT God graciously opened the blind eyes of this Pagan Gentile.  

 

The response of faith that we see in this Centurion is a FORETASTE of what is to come, 

a vivid picture of the work of the Gospel among the Gentiles. 
 

God was in Christ reconciling the WORLD to himself,  Men and Women from every tribe, 

every language and every nation will hear the Good News, repent of their sin and believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Acts 1: 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’’ 

 

The Eternal Judgment of God for SIN that came upon ALL men because ALL have sinned was 

completely removed as far as the east is from the west for ALL who repent and Believe the 

Gospel. 

 Through his death Everyone who believes has ACCESS to the throne of God 

 YOU can bring your cares to him, he cares for you, He hears your cries, he will withhold no 

good thing from those who walk uprightly. 

 And NOW he left this glorious message of RECONCILIATION to US. 
 


