
Parental Instruction (5) – teaching our children about conversion                Hymns 246, 410, 419 
 

CHS—"Let us expect our children to know the Lord. Let us from the beginning mingle the name of Jesus with 

their A B C. Let them read their first lessons from the Bible...But let us never be guilty, as parents, of 

forgetting the religious training of our children; for if we do we may be guilty of the blood of their souls..."  
 

It's for this reason—we've been engaged in a short series of messages on Parental Instruction (or, the need for 

parents to teach their children religious and spiritual truth)—thus far we have considered three things parents 

must teach their children about—God, His law, and His gospel—this brings us this morning to a fourth 

subject—conversion—parents must teach their children—both the nature of conversion and their need for 

conversion... 
 

I.   Children Need to be Converted  

II.  Children are Converted as Sinners  

III. Children are Converted as Children  

IV. Helps  
 

I.   Children Need to be Converted  
 

1. Before I go any further—I want to first answer the question—what is conversion—the word simply means 

CHANGE...  

2. Theologically—it refers to that spiritual change within the heart—that manifest itself in repentance and 

faith...  

3. Thus—we must distinguish between regeneration and conversion—or the cause and manifestation of 

conversion... 

4. [1] The CAUSE of conversion—the cause of conversion is regeneration—the sovereign work of God in 

changing the heart... 

5. Regeneration is the work of God's Spirit, wherein He changes the heart, thus imparting new and spiritual 

life... 

6. Herman Witsius—"Regeneration is that supernatural act of God, whereby a new and divine life is infused 

into the elect person spiritually dead, and that from the incorruptible seed of the word of the God, made 

fruitful by the infinite power of the Spirit..."  

7. [2] The EVIDENCE of conversion—the manifestation or expression of conversion is faith and 

repentance... 

8. This is technically what we speak of by the term conversion—thus unlike regeneration—we are active in 

conversion... 

9. That is—though faith and repentance are gifts from God—we repent and believe—these are acts of the 

soul... 

10. It's for this reason—the Scriptures command us to be converted—that is—we are commanded to repent 

and believe... 

11. William G.T. Shedd—"Conversion is that action of man which results from regeneration. It consists of 

two acts – faith and repentance..." 

12. Matt.18:1-4—"At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven? Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, Assuredly, I say to 

you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven..." 

13. In response to the disciples' question—our Savior called a young child to Himself to use as an object 

lesson... 

14. He teaches them two lessons—first, to enter the kingdom you must become as a little child, and second, to 

make progress in the kingdom you need humility... 

15. In other words—the way to make progress in the Christian life—is to continue as you began—as a humble 

sinner... 

16. [a] The necessity of conversion, v3—"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as 

little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven..."   

17. This statement obviously sounds like John 3:3—"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 

cannot see the kingdom of God..." 
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18. It contains an absolute necessity—no person will ever enter the kingdom, become a Christian, without 

being converted... 

19. The Greek word rendered "be converted" literally means—"to be turned"—unless you are turned or 

changed... 

20. Now again—the CAUSE of this change is regeneration, and the EVIDENCE of it is—faith and 

repentance... 

21. Thus—another way of saying this would be—unless you repent and believe—you will never enter the 

kingdom... 

22. [b] The manifestation of conversion, v3—"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become 

as little children..." 

23. Those who are converted become—"as little children"—that is—they become "like" or "similar" to 

children... 

24. This means—there are similarities between a child and a person who has been converted—humility and 

dependence... 

25. [i] Humility—this correlates to repentance—there is the lack of self-righteousness, self-value, and self-

merit...  

26. [ii] Dependence—this correlates to faith—a converted person know trust God in Christ, as a humble 

child... 
 

II.  Children are Converted as Sinners  
 

1. Before I go further into this second heading—I want to remind you—children can, and often do, become 

Christian at a young age... 

2. Children, often very young children, become Christians—as long as they can hear and understand the 

truth... 

3. CHS—"If entrance into the kingdom depended upon something to be fetched out of the human mind by 

study and deep thought, then very few children could ever enter it; but it depends upon something to be 

received, and therefore children may enter. Those children who are of years sufficient to sin, and to be 

saved by faith, have to listen to the gospel and to receive it by faith: and they can do this, God the Holy 

Spirit helping them. There is not doubt about it, because great numbers have done it. I will not say at what 

age children are first capable of receiving the knowledge of Christ, but it is much earlier than some fancy; 

and we have seen and known children who have given abundant evidence that they have received Christ 

and have believed in Him at a very early age..." 

4. Mk.10:13-15—"Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples 

rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, Let 

the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say 

to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it..." 

5. Now—as many of you know, the phrase—"for of such is the kingdom of God"—has been greatly 

debated... 

6. There are some who turn to this passage in support of infant baptism—but this passage says nothing of 

baptism... 

7. Mark tells us that—"they brought little children to Him...but the disciples rebuked those who brought 

them..." 

8. It seems the disciples opposed this practice—because, for whatever reason, they had lower few of 

children... 

9. In response our Savior says to things—[a] Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for 

of such is the kingdom of God..." 

10. In other words—allow the children to come to Him, because—the kingdom is for little and younger 

children...   

11. In other words—our Savior means to say—there are children, yes little children, who belong to the 

kingdom... 

12. [b] V15—"Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by 

no means enter it..." 

13. In other words—far from having no place in the kingdom—there is a sense in which adults must become 

child-like... 
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14. Thus—at this point—I want to make a simple assertion, illustrate it from Scripture, and then make a few 

applications... 

15. The assertion is this—Children become Christian the same fundamental way—that adults become 

Christian... 

16. Jer.31:33-34—"But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 

LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the 

LORD,' for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD. For I 

will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more..." 

17. [a] Every covenant member has the law written in their hearts, v33—"I will put my law in their inward 

parts, and write it in their hearts..." 

18. [b] Every covenant member will savingly know God, v33—"I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD, 

for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the LORD..." 

19. [c] Every covenant member will have the forgiveness of sin, v34—"For I will forgive their iniquity, and 

their sin I will remember no more..." 

20. Jn.6:43-45—"Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Do not murmur among yourselves. No one can 

come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written 

in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from 

the Father comes to Me..." 

21. The "all" refers to the elect—every elect sinner, without exception, will be inwardly taught, by God, 

certain things... 

22. What these things are, we are not explicitly told, but whatever they are—they lead the sinner to trust 

Christ...  

23. Thus—we can conclude that every person ever saved, regardless of age, has been taught their need for 

Christ... 

24. Thus—because children are converted just like any other sinner—they manifest similar graces as any other 

christian... 

25. How do you know whether or not a child has been converted—the same way you know anyone else is 

converted... 

26. What are the signs of conversion—well if you remember—the evidence of conversion is faith and 

repentance... 

27. [1] Does the child BELIEVE IN CHRIST—that is—does the child, knowledgeably put His faith in Jesus 

Christ...  

28. Now—as I shall clarify here in a minute—a child can savingly place his faith in Christ with very little 

knowledge... 

29. But—no person every put there faith in Christ, no person was every saved, who did not know certain 

things... 

30. My friend—very simply—has your child been taught that he is a hell-deserving sinner with no hope but 

Christ... 

31. Do they understand the nature of His perfect life, His atoning sacrifice—and are they trusting Him for 

these... 

32. Now—we must remember that a small and weak faith, providing it's true faith, is nevertheless a saving 

faith... 

33. Remember what our Savior said—"If you have faith the size of a mustard seed"—for virtue lies not in 

faith but its object... 

34. [2] Does the child REPENT FROM SIN—that is—does the child, consistently, hate, sorrow, and turn from 

sin... 

35. Now—here we must be very careful—because not all sorrow is Christian sorrow—non-Christians have 

sorrow... 

36. But the sorrow that's associated with Christian repentance—is a sorrow over sin because of the nature of 

sin... 

37. In other words—Christians, regardless of their age, hate sin and mourns for it—because it's offensive to 

God... 
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38. Thus—we must keep these two evidences before us—does the child believe in Christ and does he repent 

from sin... 
 

III. Children are Converted as Children  
 

1. Here—I want to clarify—that though children are converted as sinners—they are also converted as 

children... 

2. That is—when children become Christian—they don't cease being children—they become Christian 

children... 

3. Thus—let me briefly suggest two things true of children, that will remain true of our children, even as 

Christian...  

4. [1] Children are immature in their understanding—that is—we can't expect them to have the mental 

capacity of an adult... 

5. When a child becomes a christian—they still remain a child—they are likely not going to become John 

Calvin... 

6. 1Cor.13:11—"When I was a child, I spoke as  child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when 

I became a man, I put away childish things..." 

7. The apostle Paul is contrasting the knowledge that we have now with the knowledge we will have in 

heaven... 

8. V12—"For now we see through a class, darkly; but then face to face; now I know in part; but then shall I 

know even as also I am known..."   

9. The point is this—there is an large difference between the ability of a child and adult with regards to 

understanding... 

10. Is the gospel simple enough for a 3 or 4 year old to understand it—yes—but will they likely understand it 

as deep as an adult—no... 

11. But here's my point—we must not think that children, when they become Christians, will understand the 

whole Bible... 

12. I mean, if we're honest with ourselves, many of us converted as adults, didn't understand everything right 

after... 

13. In fact, I don't mean to be impolite, but there's many adults who still lack clarity on many parts of Holy 

Scripture... 

14. CHS—"The things that are essential to salvation are so exceedingly simple that no child need sit down in 

despair of understanding the thing which make for his peace. Christ crucified is not a riddle for sages, but 

a plain truth for plain people: true, it is meat for men, but it is also milk for babes..." 

15. [2] Children are immature in their behavior—by this I mean, christian children continue to act like other 

children... 

16. Now—obviously, a child that's christian acts differently—but never the less they don't cease being regular 

children... 

17. Thus—a 5 or 7 year old christian remains a 5 or 7 year old child—they automatically become 20 or 25 yrs 

old... 

18. The same with a 10 or 12 year old christian girl—she still struggles through all that a 12 year old girl 

faces...    

19. CHS—"How often do people expect to see in boys and girls the same solemnity of behavior which is seen 

in older people...Surely it is not necessary to kill the child to make the saint..." 

20. Now—here I want to address a potential problem that I think many, if not most, christian parents will 

encounter... 

21. It looks and sounds like this—How can you claim to be a Christian, when you continually act the way you 

do... 

22. Thus—every time they fail to clean their room, are unkind to a sibling, or disrespectful to a parent—their 

religion is questioned... 

23. For example—let's say you have a 10 or 12 year old child who professes to be a Christian—yet struggles 

with sin...   

24. They struggle with being selfless to their siblings, diligent in their chores, and consistent in their religious 

devotions... 
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25. Do you—hold over their head this statement—If you were truly a Christian you would never do this or 

that... 

26. No—you take them to the side and explain to them their sin—and if they are Christian they will repent 

from it... 

27. You know—another thing that's important to keep in mind is—how often we sin and how inconsistent we 

are...  

28. My friends, you and I are far from perfect Christians—sometimes parents are stricter on their children than 

themselves... 

29. I think sometimes Christian parents can expect more from their children, then they expect from 

themselves... 
 

IV. Practical Helps  
 

1. [1] Speak openly about the NEED for conversion—that is—from beginning teach them their need for 

conversion... 

2. Now—remember the distinction I made earlier between the source of conversion and the evidence of 

conversion... 

3. [a] They must be born again—that is—they need God to change their hearts—to give them a spiritual 

birth... 

4. Matt.18:3—"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by 

no means enter the kingdom of heaven..." 

5. Jn.3:3—"Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see (or enter) the kingdom of 

God..." 

6. In both of these texts—our Savior speaks of something that must happen to us—that is—we must BE born 

again... 

7. The verbs are passive—that is—they speak of something that is done to us—and not something that we 

do... 

8. Now—I have heard well-meaning Christians say—we should never tell sinners they need to be born 

again... 

9. I personally would not share that perspective, and brethren, I don't think Jesus shared that perspective—for 

He told Nicodemus—"You must be born again..."  

10. [b] They must repent and believe—that is—we must urge our children to humbly place their faith in Jesus 

Christ... 

11. We must never stop with merely telling our children that they need God to save them, or to change their 

hearts... 

12. As true as that is—that is not the whole truth—and it's not even the primary truth that we are to tell the 

unconverted... 

13. Yes—our children need to be told that God must save them—but they must also be told to come to God 

for salvation... 

14. My friends—at this point, let me say something that I'm convinced of, and I tell my children without 

shame... 

15. I tell them that God wants them to come—that He not only demands them to come—but He desires them 

to come... 

16. Does God command them to repent and believe—yes—and does mean it when He makes such demands—

yes... 

17. [2] Speak openly about the NATURE of conversion—that is—that conversion is an inward change of 

heart...  

18. Now—it's here that we face what might be the most difficult aspect of our subject—and there's two basic 

things that must be wed together... 

19. [a] It's a radical act that takes place in time—that is—just as regeneration is a once for all act so is 

conversion... 

20. Now—I do not think that I'm overstating this by the use of "radical"—regeneration and conversion are 

radical... 

21. Just think of some of the Biblical imageries used for this change—a new birth, a resurrection, a new 

creation... 
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22. These are all radical works of God—and my dear friends—this is what all sinners need, including our 

children...  

23. [b] It's often manifested less radical—that is—there isn't always an outward change that appears to be 

radical... 

24. For example—in my case—I went from being a drug-addict and drunkard all overnight—the change was 

obvious... 

25. Well—for children being raised within the context of a Christian home, that change may not appear as 

radical... 

26. Thus—if we were to conduct a survey through the NT Scriptures—we would find a variety of conversion 

experiences... 

27. For example—Paul's conversion was abrupt and preceded by strong work of the law and great conviction 

of sin... 

28. Lydia we are simply told—"and the Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul message. And then she was 

baptized (Acts 16:14)...  

29. Timothy—"You must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from 

whom you have leaned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures" (2Tim.3:14-

15)... 

30. [c] It's often perceived as a gradual process—that is—it terms of perception, conversion often seems 

gradual... 

31. Thus—while in the previous point I was thinking about outward behavior—here I'm thinking of inward 

experience... 

32. Mk.4:26-29—"And He said, The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground, and 

should sleep by night and rise by day, and the seed should sprout and grow, he himself does not know how. 

For the earth yields crops by itself: first the blade, then the head, after that the full grain in the head. But 

when the grain ripens, immediately he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come..." 

33. I do believe brethren—that this parable likely explains the growth of the kingdom through the entire 

world... 

34. But—I think it also illustrates the growth of that kingdom within individual souls—for remember, the 

growth of the kingdom in the world, is the growth of the kingdom within individuals...  

35. Thus—it's often the case of children raised within the brighter light of special revelation—that the 

beginning of grace within them is perceived gradually...  

36. J.C. Ryle—"The work of grace goes on in the heart by degrees. The children of God are not born perfect in 

faith, or hope, or knowledge, or experience. Their beginning is generally a 'day of small things.' They see 

in part their own sinfulness, and Christ's fulness, and the beauty of holiness. But for all that, the weakest 

child in God's family is a true child of God. With all his weakness and infirmity he is alive. The seed of 

grace has really come up in his heart, though at present it be only in the blade...." 

37. Mk.8:24-25—"And he looked up and said, I see men like trees, walking. Then He put His hands on his 

eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly..." 

38. [3] Speak openly about the DIFFICULTIES of conversion—that is—the peculiar dangers associated with 

conversion... 

39. What I have done over the years is this—as soon as child becomes a little older—I simply explain to them 

two dangers... 

40. [a] That we place the bar too low—that is—the bar of what Scripture says about concerning the nature of 

true conversion... 

41. [b] That we place the bar too high—that is—that we expect too much from them with regards to their 

conversion... 

42. When my children become older—I simply told them of these dangers, and that I was fearful of them 

both... 

43. Thus—on the one hand I would stress the simplicity of faith and repentance—that weak faith is saving 

faith... 

44. But—on the other hand I would stress the reality of deception—and that many think they are converted 

when not...  

 


