
“Family Follies” 
Looking for Peace 

Genesis 31:43-55 
 

Pursuing peace is leaving behind : 
I.   Stingy - “all that thou seeth is mine ”                           (vs. 43-47) 
Not Generous 

 

Given to feeble:   
  

 A.  Possessions -“my daughters…my children…my cattle” 

 
 B.  Promises  -“let us make a covenant” 
  
 C.  Participation  – “Jacob said unto his brethren, gather” 
 
II.  Suspicious -“The Lord watch between me and thee” (vs. 48-52) 
Not Gracious 
 

Given to feigned : 
 

A.  Worry - “if thou shalt afflict my daughters” 
    

B.  Work -“this pillar, which I have cast”   
  

C.  Walls –“thou shall not pass over this heap…unto me” 
 

III. Sanctimonious  - “The God...God…God judge”  (vs. 53-55) 
Not Genuine 
 

Given to fanciful: 
 

 A.  Character – “Jacob sware by the fear of his father” 
  
          B.  Commitment –“Jacob offered sacrifice…tarried all night” 
 
            C.  Compassion  –“Laban…kissed his sons and daughters” 

Sentence Sermon:  

 

“Family works when we pursue peace  
and the things that build up one another .”  

 
 
Additional Verses    

 

 Joshua 24:2-3 
 Genesis 10:25 
 Genesis 29:13 
 Romans 12:18 
 Romans 14:19 
 Psalm 34:14 
 I Peter 3:11 
 Hebrews 12:14 
 II Corinthians 3:11 
 II Corinthians 6:17-18 
 Amos 3:3 
 Genesis 28:18-22 
 Genesis 35:14 
 I Samuel 7:12 
 Exodus 29:40 

 
 Questions to Ponder: 

 

1. What are the key words in this passage?   
2. Who is the central character of the passage? Why do you think that? 
3. What  was Laban thinking when he said the words found in verse 43 ? 
4.  What was Laban’s motivation for wanting a covenant with Jacob? 
5. How would you describe the activity and atmosphere in verses 45-46? 
6. Why is the word “witness” repeated throughout this passage? 
7. Was Laban really concerned about Jacob’s treatment of his daughters? 
8. What did Laban mean in verse 51 by “this pillar which I have cast?” 
9. Why does Laban invoke several names of God(s)?  
10. What evidence can be found that show how serious this is to Jacob? 
11. Why do you think verse 55 has such detail about Laban’s departure?    
12. What can we learn from this passage about conflict resolution? 


