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CONVERION – PENTECOST 

Introduction 

Conversion to Christ Jesus takes place in various ways. In some cases people bring others to him. 

Some people go to him of their own accord. Others discover that Christ has come to them. But there 

is a common core of what takes place even though we may experience it differently. 

This example of converting to Christ involved three thousand people, yet each one acted as an 

individual.  

Who were the people? 

Unlike Matthew or the woman of Samaria these were religious people. They had come to Jerusalem 

from across the world for a religious festival. They could be described as ‘God-fearing’; but that is 

not the same as saying they knew God or were saved from sin.  

They would have known something about Jesus since his death and resurrection had taken place 

weeks earlier and was a big story. But that does not mean they understood him or benefitted in any 

way. They were still in their sins just as much as Mathew or the woman of Samaria. 

This reminds us of two things: a) no one is excluded from Christ b) we all need him no matter what 

sort of people we are. 

They ‘met’ Christ Jesus’ 

It happened in an unexpected way (yet Jesus’ instructions to his disciples to preach the gospel to 

every nation beginning at Jerusalem would lead us to expect something like that). These people 

assumed Jesus was dead.  

It often happens that people who have no interest in Christ find themselves drawn to him.  

We might ask the question: ‘Is it correct to say they met Christ when in fact they neither saw nor 

heard him? People today speak of realising the Bible is Christ speaking to them, and feeling his 

power and authority even though they do not perceive him through their senses. That is what 

happened at Pentecost. The reason will become obvious.  

The people were attracted by an unusual phenomenon. The apostles were talking to people, and 

everyone in that international audience heard them speak in his or her own language. It was so 

extraordinary that large crowds gathered.  

This did not convert the people, in fact some of them just mocked. But they did want an explanation. 

And that gave the opportunity to tell the people about Jesus in the context of this event. 

It is worth noting that ‘signs and wonders’ do not convert people to Christ, but there is always 

something that attracts a person’s attention to the gospel message. In the case of previous 

conversions (Matthew etc.) it was only their contact with Jesus encouraged in some cases by their 

friends. Signs and wonders are not necessary unless the Lord chooses to use an unusual event to 

gain attention. We should not give them undue emphasis.  

It is the same with ‘speaking in tongues’ – that did not convert; its function was to demonstrate that 

the Spirit of God was speaking at last to all nations. It was a one-off event and did not even 

demonstrate any spiritual superiority on the part of those who used them. If tongues continue they 
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are not a sign of spiritual growth, and their function is different from Pentecost. We have no reason 

to seek this for its own sake.  

Peter explained the phenomenon by relating God’s Word (scripture) to what was happening (verses 

17-21). He said the prophecy of Joel was being fulfilled – the Spirit given across society rather than 

to a small group, and in the context of huge spiritual changes (‘sun turned to darkness’ etc.). God’s 

Word would then go out from all sorts of people, not only a few prophets (as happens when the 

gospel is declared). The main characteristics of this new era would be: a) whoever called on the 

name of the Lord would be saved, and b) it would lead eventually to the great day of the Lord.  

He then stated what they already knew about Jesus – that they had crucified him and that there was 

evidence for God raising him from the dead. That could only mean one thing (verses 22-32) – that 

Jesus was the person King David had prophesied about in Psalm 16 – for David himself was never 

raised from the dead.   

He then stated that God had raised him to the right hand of power in heaven and given him 

authority to send the Holy Spirit to humanity – this was the explanation of the extraordinary 

phenomenon they were witnessing – Jesus, whom they had crucified was now Lord and Christ.  

The evidence and the scriptures were a perfect fit. The people’s minds focused on the fact they had 

crucified God’s Christ, but that he was now on the throne of heaven. They realised their sin, and they 

felt their condemnation. It is not surprising they cried out, “What shall we do?” they were convicted 

of their sin; that is what Jesus said would happen when the Spirit of Truth was sent into the world to 

accompany the apostolic message (John 15:26-27).  

Conversion to Christ often happens when people realise two things – Christ is real, and they have 

been hostile to him without reason. The world seems different when Christ is real, and they feel the 

guilt of rejecting him. They feel condemned and that they deserve God’s wrath. But that is only a 

first stage – conversion requires something else. Indeed, terror of an offended God only drives 

people further away from him – as in the case of Adam. 

How the apostles responded 

They did not try to minimise the people’s sin or condemnation – we want to comfort, but we must 

do it the right way or it will not work. 

The told them they had to make a decisive change – “repent”, and become followers of the Lord 

Jesus whom they had killed – “be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ”. They then promised their 

sins would be forgiven and they would receive the Spirit of God. Repentance, forgiveness, and new 

life go together. How could they promise such a thing? 

They took the people straight back to the Bible – “the promise is for you and for your children …” 

That is God’s promise of a Saviour and what the Saviour would do.  

It refers to the many promises God had made in Old Testament times that he would save his people. 

The Saviour would be: a son of Abraham, a son of David, God’s righteous servant, born in 

Bethlehem, would give his life for his people and give life to his people. His work involved the 

forgiveness of their sins through his ransom. John Baptist referred to the promises that he would 

give the Holy Spirit so that God’s laws would no longer be a burden but they would be able to love 

them and keep them.  
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When God made the promise he made it to every generation. Peter added, “… for all who are afar 

off whom the Lord our God calls to himself”. That includes us, since we are hearing God calling in the 

gospel.  

People who are convicted of their sin often think they have to everything themselves – winning 

God’s favour and reforming their lives. But the Bible, which Peter quoted, tells us the opposite. We 

do not have to win God’s favour – in his love he has given us the Saviour. And we are not left to 

ourselves to reform our lives – the Holy Spirit will be our Helper. The gospel is not a demand – it is a 

pressing invitation to come and benefit from what Jesus has done and can do.  

Jesus described it as a great banquet that a king made for his friends – and when they did not come 

he told his servants to go into the highways and byways and compel people to come in. Notice who 

was converted to Christ first after he returned to heaven – the people who had crucified him! He 

forgave them and gave them his Spirit, making them children of God. He is showing us that the worst 

of sinners is welcome to him and his salvation – he is sending his gospel message to the very worst.  

This is the message of the apostles I am repeating to you. “I beg you, in Christ’s name, be reconciled 

to God.”  

What the people did 

Many of them accepted what the apostles said – about 3000 people. They believed that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, our Saviour. They believed he is now at God’s right hand able to pardon our 

sin, and save us from our sin by giving us his own Holy Spirt. They accepted that the Saviour was 

God’s gift to them as well as to others.  

And they turned wholeheartedly to him. And that faith, acted out in obedient baptism, led to the 

life-long work of the Holy Spirit shown in transformed lives.  

The change was evident straightway in how they involved themselves in the life of the people of God 

– indeed they “devoted themselves” to the teaching, fellowship, communion, and prayers. It showed 

also in practical acts of brotherly love.  

Did they meet Jesus? Even though they did not see him? Surely they did! They heard about him in 

the scripture – they ‘saw’ him there. And they felt his presence as his Spirit convicted them, then 

comforted with his gospel promise. They experienced the change as his Spirit made them new.  

Have we experienced that wholehearted turning to Christ Jesus? Sometimes it happens gradually 

and unnoticed. At other times it is sudden like on the Day of Pentecost. If not, remember what it 

means to reject Jesus (in practice if not in principle). Think of who he is and why he came. Think of 

where he is now, the power and authority that God has given him. And ask his forgiveness, and ask 

him to make you a new creation by his Spirit.  


