
Revelation Lesson 30
Smyrna: The Loyal Church (Salutation)

Revelation 2:8  And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; 
These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;

We now begin our look at the Church at Smyrna. Recall from one of our previous lessons that the 
word Smyrna means Myrrh. Myrrh means suffering. Myrrh was used to anoint the dead and was 
also used in embalming.

As we begin the Salutation or greeting to the second Church, we observe that the Lord Jesus 
identifies Himself by an identifying mark found in Chapter 1. Previously, He identified Himself as  
having keys. Now he identifies Himself as “the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive”  
which mirrors His statement of Revelation 1:17-18. This process will occur each time we encounter 
a different Church. It  is  poignant I think – as the verses will  make clear – that Christ  shows 
Himself to these Christians as the One Who died but IS ALIVE!! This Church suffered so much 
through physical persecution and yet throughout it all they remained loyal to their Saviour.

One point I'd like to reenforce is that you make sure you have your handout of the 7 Churches. If  
listening online, please refer back to Lesson 23, otherwise, please let me know and I will get you a 
copy. Now this is a chart we will look at from time to time, so keep it handy and possibly use it as a 
bookmark here in Revelation to keep your place in our studies. Another point of information I  
would like to share is what J. Vernon McGee said: “The city of Smyrna is still in existence in our  
day. It has a Turkish name, Izmir, which may lead you astray, but it is the same city. It has been  
continuously inhabited from the time it was founded. [Christ] had no word of condemnation for  
[the Church at Smyrna] or for the church at Philadelphia. They were the [only two], and it is  
interesting that these two cities, Smyrna and Philadelphia, are the only two which have had a  
continuous existence. Their lampstand has really been moved, but there are a few Christians in  
Izmir. Although they are under cover, they have made indirect contact with [other Christians]  
when  [they]  have  been  there.  They  do  not  come  out  in  the  open  because  Christians  are  
persecuted even today in modern Turkey.”

With that said, let's look at Christ's greeting to the Church at Smyrna:

And unto the angel of the church – Again, we note the word “angel” here is referring to a 
physical human being and that is the Pastor of the local Church.

in Smyrna – Here we find the location of the recipient. Oliver B. Greene stated: These “names 
are not accidental nor were they picked at random. [They] have a  very deep and special meaning  
in Scripture.” How true this is. The Christians in the city of “Myrrh” would and did experience  
much death due to their stubborn loyalty to their Faith.

Write; - The Command is given by Christ again to put pen to parchment. 

These things – If you're wondering what “These things” are, they are the messages contained 
within Revelation 2:8-11. By the way, I would note that the message to the Church at Smyrna is 
the shortest of all of the “letters” to the 7 Churches.

Saith – We are again told that the manner in which Christ revealed this portion of the Book of  
Revelation to John was by Speech.

the first and the last, - Here Christ opens His description of Himself. In this section He speaks 



of Himself as being “the first and the last” a fitting title, which Greene says: “...is the spiritual Rock  
of Gibraltar, against which no power can stand. As “The First” He is before all in time, and above 
all in power. As “The Last” He is after all – He closes all things, He is the consummation of all  
things. [Thus] the One speaking to the Saints at Smyrna is the Eternal One, but even though He is 
from eternity to eternity, He came into this world to die.” There is where our next and last point  
hinges.

which was dead, and is alive;  - The Revelation Commentary states the following: “This is a 
very appropriate description of the Lord for this church. As the Sovereign of time and One who 
has experienced death, the Lord’s description is an encouragement to the Smyrnaeans. As the  
persecuted church, the Symrnaeans may face death, but the Lord will raise them as He Himself 
was raised.” 

Indeed seeing that this Church experienced some of the worst physical pain and suffering, this  
greeting from the Lord no doubt acted as a soothing “balm of gilead.” Christ is showing them and 
reminding them that because He died and is alive, due to their faith in Him, though they die  
physically, they shall not die Spiritually! 

We must remember that one of the cardinal points of our Faith as Christians is the Resurrection,  
the FACT that Jesus Christ is alive and well at this very hour and moment. There is no room for  
waffling or compromise on this because Paul the Apostle well stated  in 1 Corinthians 15:17 “And if 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.” So IF Jesus is NOT alive at this  
moment (Bodily, Soulishly and Spiritually) then we are ALL lost and in our sins!!!

Death had no claim upon Christ. As the “Rock” of Matthew 16:17-18 this is why the “gates' of Hell  
could not prevail against “IT” - it being the Rock or CHRIST. Why didn't death have any claim 
upon Christ? Because He had NO SIN IN HIM OR “ON” HIM. Nevertheless, the innocent lamb of  
God, our Lord Jesus Christ, willingly went to the Cross of Calvary and laid down His life as an  
atonement of our Sins. His death ensured that we could have life. But His Resurrection shows that 
we serve a living saviour and that HE'S COMING BACK (HOPEFULLY) SOON!!! I think that point  
there is one of the major fears of the Lost person out there, is that “possibility” in their minds that 
our Lord IS INDEED A LIVING LORD! HE IS AND HE'S COMING SOON!!!

Next time, we will observe some things that Christ “Knows” about this Church. Think about what 
He knows about you and me. Do you know Jesus Christ as your Lord? 


