
25:19-20 

This is the genealogy of Isaac, Abraham’s son. Abraham begot Isaac. 20 Isaac was forty 

years old when he took Rebekah as wife, This was covered in detail in Genesis 24. the 

daughter of Bethuel the Syrian and the son of Nahor, Abraham’s brother. So this Bethuel is 

Abraham’s nephew (22:23).  

 

of Padan Aram, we are now being prepared by the author for a flight to this location by Jacob in 

an episode yet to come. When we see something for the first time, we should see that we are 

being prepared for more information to come (such as “Canaan” in Genesis 9). the sister of 

Laban the Syrian. The word is actually “Aramaen” (see first part of verse).  

 

25:21-22 

Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD 

granted his plea, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22
 
But the children struggled together 

within her; and she said, “If all is well, why am I like this?” The pain prompts a time with the 

LORD. So she went to inquire of the LORD.  
 

25:23  

And the LORD said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, Even 500 years later when they 

are thousands, perhaps hundreds of thousands or millions of people later, they are addressed as 

brothers (Numbers 20:14). The LORD even appears to treat them as inheritors of separate lands 

(Deuteronomy 2:4-8).
1
 Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be 

stronger than the other, This carried forward as far as the reign of King David (2 Samuel 8:11-

14). And the older shall serve the younger.” If you received this news, how would you treat 

your twins? It would have been pretty hard to not have favoritism since the LORD apparently 

did! She simply favored the one God favored. Two chapters later, his own father made this same 

pronouncement,  and in the New Testament Paul quotes this very verse (Romans 9:12). 

Genesis 29:30-31 equates “loved less” with “hate.” By comparison, Leah was loved less 

so much to the point where it seemed as “hate.” It’s a comparative term.
2
 Malachi 1, furthermore 

says that God “hated Esau.” So Rebekah only hated the one God “hated.” She and God loved 

Jacob more. Romans 9:13 reflects this very same thought while Paul speaks of Esau/Edom who 

are not accounted as “children of the promise,” and it had nothing to do with their merits. This is 

no different than the rest of the line leading to this point (Abel over Cain, Shem over Japheth, 

Abraham over Nahor, etc…).  

 

25:24-26 

So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb. 

25
 
And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over; so they called his name 

4
Esau. 26

 
Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold of Esau’s heel; so his 

name was called 
5
Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. Since Isaac was 40 

                                                             
1This may explain why a book about an Edomite by the name of Job made it into a Hebrew canon. This, by 

itself, introduces many questions for the hesitant believer (“Was their another economy of worship and acceptance 

with just the Edomites, etc…?”)  
2This sheds some light on Christ’s admonishment in Luke 14:26.  
4 Lit. Hairy 
5
 Supplanter or Deceitful, lit. One Who Takes the Heel 



when he got married, then we are talking about almost two decades of prayer. He could have 

handled it differently if he had not learned from history. His father had “improvised” and along 

came an older brother (by 13 years) named “Ishmael.” Perhaps heartache was caused to Isaac or 

lessons were taught by one in the family so that Isaac didn’t hurry to his own improvisation.  

 Incidentally, if Abraham was 100 when Isaac was born and then died at 175 years old, 

then these boys are 15 years old when granddad Abraham died. Maybe Abraham is wondering 

whether there is a plan “B” around 157 years old or so? His married son has had 17 or 18 years 

of marriage and it appears that he is facing the same thing that he (Abraham) was facing. 
 

 


