
God’s Design For Spending 
Stewardship by God’s Design, Pt 2 

 

Good morning, everyone.  This is our second week learning about Stewardship by God’s Design.  Last week I 

asked the question, “Did you know that God has a plan for your provision?”  We studied a passage where God 

instructed through Moses how He was going to provide for His people differently in the Promised Land than He 

did in the wilderness.   

 

That was the income side of stewardship: responding to divine opportunity with personal responsibility.  

Deuteronomy 8:7-18.  If you were not here, you’ll need to listen to that message online or on cd. 

 

Deut 8:10-18  "When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land 

which He has given you. 11 "Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His 

commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today; …. (otherwise when 

all goes well) … your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out 

from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. …. 17 "Otherwise, you may say in your heart, 'My power 

and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.' 18 "But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is 

He who is giving you power to make wealth, … 

 

So God had a plan for making sure they didn’t forget where it all comes from.  Primarily “not forgetting” was 

accomplished by obedience to God’s commands and following his instructions.   Part of those instructions 

included instructions for what to do with what they earned.  Spending in other words. 

 

Today I want to teach about God’s Design for Spending in such a way that we can never forget where it all 

comes from and God’s goodness toward us.  And so I’ll ask you the question, “Did you know that God has a 

plan for the way He wants His people to spend His provision?” 

 

The world gets the income side, and if they don’t live by it they go hungry and become homeless like 

everybody else.  But the world doesn’t necessarily give a rip about God’s plan for the spending side.  But I 

know you do.  I believe that each and every one of you wants to know, understand and live by God’s plan for 

your spending.   

 

But if you don’t you will begin to forget the Lord and what He has done for you and how He is your provider.  

You will begin to act and think as though “my power and the strength of my hand has made me this money…” 

 

Are you someone who lives what you believe and know to be God’s plan?  By God’s grace and strength you 

certainly can be.  And when a whole bunch of people band together and operate by God’s spending plan then 

we wind up with the privilege of joining him in advancing his work in incredible ways.  And we wind up with 

blessings that come no other way than by trusting and obeying God. 

I will tell you this.  If all of us quit living by God’s spending plan this church would shut down in a matter of 

weeks.  But what would happen if all of us got on God’s spending plan?   

 

So are you ready to either learn or relearn what God’s plan has always been for his people on the spending side 

of the balance sheet? 

 

Here we go!  Turn in your bibles to Leviticus 19!  That’s right Leviticusssssss! From the Old Testament 

foundation of the law we are going to learn about four appropriations that God commanded His people to make 

from the land they lived off of.   

 

  



Appropriation #1: Our Edge – Margin for Ministry 

 

Leviticus 19:1-2 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and 

say to them, “You shall be holy (set apart), for I, the Lord your God am Holy.”   

 

And then there are all kinds of different instructions for God’s people to live in a way that sets them apart from 

the world as God’s people.  And skip down to verse 9. 

 

Lev 19:9-10 "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 

gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen. 

Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the Lord your God.  

 

Lev 23:22 "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the 

gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the Lord your God.'"  

 

This practice was reiterated by Moses in Deuteronomy years later just before they entered the Promiseland. 

 

Deut 24:19-22 

 

19 When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the 

alien, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 

When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for 

the alien, the fatherless and the widow. 21 When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the 

vines again. Leave what remains for the alien, the fatherless and the widow. 22 Remember that you were slaves 

in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this.  

 

Image Slide 1: So take a look at this diagram of a field with the edges and corners appropriated.  
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Now there are some cool things that I want to observe about this practice. 

 

1. Those who were helped by this practice had to come harvest it themselves.  They had to exercise some 

level of personal responsibility and initiative.  It was therefore a divine opportunity which needed to be 

seized and made the most of. 

 

2. The margin or edge left unharvested was undefined.  A person had to essentially decide how much he 

would leave behind.  If you left one stalk in each corner of the field you had met the requirement.  But 

had you practiced the spirit and intent of what God intended?  Surely there was some tension in this.  So 

at least with fields your edge was yourself determined generosity and faith.   

 

3. It was a visible public thing.  There was therefore a reputation that would be established for the way you 

practiced this.  You would either be known as a generous or stingy person.  So there was some 

accountability to it. 

 

4. It was a way of reminding yourself and God that you knew that Yahweh the Lord was your God and that 

you were there and had that land because God brought the Israelites out and gave it to them.     

 

5. God has never intended on His people consuming for themselves all that He provided them.  The 

principle, indeed the expectation, of living on less than you make, spending less on yourself than you 

take in, was built into every farmer’s budget. 

 

 

Now let me ask you something.  Would this sort of thing set them apart from the rest of the world around them?  

When people traveled through Israel during harvest season they would witness a people who were generous to 

the poor and the alien. 

 

We are to be set apart from the world and be Holy because the Lord our God is holy. 

 

What about the principle of the edge when your provision didn’t come from produce?  This is where people 

could adapt the practice to their own situation.  The merchant in the city, the blacksmith, the miner can figure 

out how to put this into practice.  And so can you and I. 

 

So the first appropriation we’ll call “margin for ministry.”  We are not first and foremost here for ourselves, but 

for the Lord and for one another.   

 

Margin for ministry may or may not go through the church or through non-profit organizations.  You may help 

someone out directly, you may help with your widowed grandmother or grandfather.  You might take in an 

aging parent.  You may sponsor a compassion child. It doesn’t matter.   

 

God’s people need to practice the edge – by having a margin for ministry. 

 

Now let’s move on to the second appropriation of God’s provision.  What does God want us to do with the rest?  

That’s a great question to ask.  God-fearing people who want to learn and do what pleases God ask such 

questions.    

 

  



Appropriation #2: The Tithe Belongs to the Lord 
 

Lev 27:30-33 'Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord's; it is 

holy to the Lord. 31 'If, therefore, a man wishes to redeem part of his tithe, he shall add to it one-fifth of it. 32 

'For every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the Lord. 33 

'He is not to be concerned whether it is good or bad, nor shall he exchange it; or if he does exchange it, then 

both it and its substitute shall become holy. It shall not be redeemed.'"  NASU 

 

Couple of key words to explain here.  First of all: 

 

1) Tithe means tenth part or 10%. 

 

2) The Lord’s – “The” is a possessive expression.  The NIV translates it “belongs to the Lord”.  The tithe is 

not a gift.  Tithing is not giving.  Tithing is remembering that we are set apart for the Lord.  It’s a 

systematic practice recognizing God’s ownership and provision so that we never forget the Lord is our 

provider.  It says God is owner and I am manager.   

 

3) Holy – set apart.  What is holy is what is set apart.  In this case, to the Lord.  At every season, every 

harvest, every tenth animal, likely once a year, was appropriated to the Lord. 

 

4) All the tithe of the land – This command pertained to the all that came off the land and it included 

livestock because they were fed off the land.  Mining copper, stone-  it was all subject to this.  Now this 

begs the question, “What about income not derived from the land?”  And all I can say is that among all 

references or passages on tithing there is no other instructions.   

 

So what this essentially means is that anyone who does not own land in Israel the practice of tithing is 

one of biblical principle rather than biblical mandate.  It’s one of obeying the spirit of the law, rather 

than the letter of the law. 

 

Image Slide 2:  This slide shows both of the first two appropriations. 
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There is no way you can forget the Lord this way, is there?  And what was the tithe used for?  Many things. 

 

The Levites and the running of the temple.  (Numbers 18:21-32) 

Great Big Festival Celebrations ie Worship and fellowship events to celebrate the Lord’s provision (Deut 12:5-18) 

Additional Assistance for Aliens, Fatherless, Widows (Deut 26:12-14)  

 

Today many churches, ours included, emphasize the tithe as the funding method for worship, education, 

pastoral ministry, a house of worship, etc.  And churches where the membership practices this thrive.  They are 

able to conduct viable ministry and worship in their own community, and they are able to obey the great 

commission and advance the gospel around the world. 

 

This is not about the church emphasizing giving or majoring on money.  This is about followers of Jesus Christ 

practicing biblical principles for funding the work God has called us to do together in a cooperative, fair 

manner.   

 

Practicing this appropriation is fair because it’s percentage based.  Tithing forces us to remember God is our 

source because it is systematic and regular.  Whether week to week, month to month, or season to season. 

 

Now let’s move on to Appropriate #3. 

 

Appropriation #3: Our Living - Meeting our Basic Needs 

 

Image Slide #3 When you look at this slide and you see what’s left here.  It’s obvious that God’s plan 

acknowledges that vast majority of what we work hard to earn is there for the express purpose of meeting the 

needs of our family. 
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It’s a good thing for us to spend God’s provision on our provisions. Plain and simple.  God intends for our 

labor; in combination with our opportunism, our ingenuity, our savy, our smarts etc.; along with the 

opportunities He provides and the blessing He adds; to meet our basic needs. 

 



The plan is not perfect and does not compensate completely for all that goes on in a sinful and selfish world 

with corrupt governments and the myriads of other things that impact various economies, taxes and so forth.  

 

Rising costs of healthcare, increasing consumer expectations for higher and higher standards of living being 

considered “basic needs,” all play a role in affecting bottom lines.   

 

But none of that changes “God’s plan for spending.”  Stewardship by God’s design teaches us to work and work 

hard, share and share generously, live on less than we make, remember through our tithes that God has a stake 

in all we achieve because the our opportunities and our abilities come from Him.   

 

That’s God’s plan.  Now believe it or not there is one more Appropriation, and this too is for our needs. 

 

Appropriation #4: Our Savings - Emergency and Future Anticipated Needs 

 

One might question why I’m saying that savings is a part of God’s plan for spending.  But biblical savings is 

just deferred spending.  Otherwise it’s hoarding.  That’s another subject altogether. 

 

Final slide with #4 in it. 
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So this appropriation is still for our family’s needs, but those who are wise set some surplus aside to be able to 

absorb those budget busters which we all eventually encounter. 

 

Prov 21:20 In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.  

 

Prov 6:6-8 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 7 It has no commander, no overseer or 

ruler,  yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest.  NIV 

 

Not many people can just absorb a new transmission in your car from a single pay check.  And when that 

transmission goes out or that furnace goes out, what are you going to do?   

 



You’re going to have to borrow and pay it back.  Where is that going to come from?  It’s going to come from 

surplus.  $50 or $100 a month.  The question is if that is what your plan is, why not just go ahead start setting 

that aside now and build up the cash, save the interest and the stress? 

 

We all need to build into our 90% some emergency expense money if at all possible.  If you can’t do that, then 

your current plan is heading for a crash and it’s just a matter of time before it happens.  So we have to adjust our 

lifestyle down just another notch to account for the fact that we live in a world with uncontrollables. 

 

Conclusion:  So here’s what God’s plan looks like: Back to Final Slide  
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What does this system teach us? 

 It all comes from God and we need to recognize that systematically. 

 Living on less than we make is a “set apart” or holy lifestyle, different than the rest of the world 

 We are stewards of God’s provision to accomplish God’s plans.  

 Kingdom work and generosity is to be a lifelong lifestyle so that we don’t forget the Lord 

 

This congregation is here and ministers to you because, in large, people like you over the last 36 years have 

lived this way.  This church was started and has ministered the gospel because of the tithes of other SBC church 

members during the 70’s.   

 

And because of the members of this church during the 80’s and 90’s, the work of God has continued on.  

Because of many families who lived on less than they made, who gave over and above their tithes, we have this 

building we’re sitting in right here.  

 

And many of you have received Jesus Christ right here.  People’s tithes have paid my salary, like the Israelites 

tithes supplied for the priesthood.   

 

This is the way it works.  God’s people live on less than they make and set apart a portion for the work of God 

and the gospel is resourced.  God is honored.   

 

Now, I just want you to imagine the stress it could take off of you if you made God’s design a lifestyle.  

Imagine what it would do to your marriage if you got on the same page and began working towards a lifestyle 

that recognized God, put the kingdom of God first, and accounted for unexpected expenses. 

 

I’m envisioning peace in your lives.  I’m imagining greater security.  I’m imagining more people on the helping 

side in this world, rather than the needing side of things.   



 

I’m envisioning children of God who are navigating through stormy seas, rather than being helpless driven and 

tossed about by the waves.  And if you’re willing, there are people in this congregation who are and have been 

committed to living this way, and we want to help you get there.  It won’t be easy, and it will requires some 

very difficult decisions to correct your course.  But it can be done.  And today all you need to do is determine 

your next step. 

 

 

 


