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Ezra 7:6-10 
 

Ezra’s Homecoming 
 

Introduction: 
 

     Have you ever asked yourself what makes a good homecoming?  I want us to look at 
three contemporaries this morning to see the makings of a good homecoming.  We will first 
at Ezra, Nehemiah and Zerubbabel.  The key text for this message will be taken from Ezra 
chapter seven. 
 

“This Ezra went up from Babylon; and he was a ready scribe in the law 
of Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given: and the king granted 
him all his request, according to the hand of the Lord his God upon him. 
7 And there went up some of the children of Israel, and of the priests, 
and the Levites, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, 
unto Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 8 And he 
came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year of 
the king. 9 For upon the first day of the first month began he to go up 
from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month came he to 
Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him. 10 For Ezra 
had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and to 
teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”1 

 

     That last verse is from where I want to take my thought this morning as to what makes a 
good homecoming. “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do 
it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”2 Ezra had traveled on a long five-month 
journey to Jerusalem from Babylon.  From Ezra chapter 1 to the beginning of chapter 7 we 
have a period of 58 years. It shows us a picture of captivity, bondage, oppression, with sin 
and servant hood because of rebellion and disobedience.  Ezra 7:6 picks up with the story 
as Ezra depart up from Babylon. Nehemiah would later come up from Susa however, Ezra 
came from Babylon. Most of the Jewish exiles lived in the Babylon area, and many had not 
yet returned to Jerusalem in 538. However, Ezra was on his way home and he intended to 
make his a good homecoming.  
 

     Mervin Brenemen writes, “The Jewish community there continued to worship Yahweh 
and continued their religious traditions. Verse 7 indicates that distinctions between priests, 
Levites, singers, gatekeepers, and temple servants were maintained. The fact that Ezra was 
well versed in the law also shows that the Jews used and studied the Torah. We can assume 
they also used at least some of the Prophets and other writings.”3 
__________________________________________  
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ezra 7:6-10. 
 

2 Ibid., Ezra 7:10. 
 

3 Mervin Breneman, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther – Volume 10, (Nashville, TN: Broadman& Holman Publishers, 1993), 127. 
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     It is the appointed time for Ezra to return home, for his homecoming and what does Ezra 
do to insure a good homecoming? “For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and judgments.”4 
 

1. He prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord. 
 
     The Bible admonished us in Proverbs; “My son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear 
to my sayings. Let them not escape from your sight; keep them within your heart.”5 This is 
speaking of the words of wisdom.  The commands in verses twenty and twenty-one all 
encourage internalizing wisdom. The heart, as spoken of in Proverbs regularly refers to the 
very center of one’s inner life and orientation to God, from which a person does all their 
thinking, feeling, and even their choosing.  Taking these words of wisdom into the heart is 
vital for as verse twenty-two tells us, they are life.  The presence of godly wisdom in the 
heart is worth guarding because out of the heart flow all the thoughts, words and choices of 
a person’s life. This is exactly what Ezra did before coming back into Jerusalem. He 
prepared his heart to seek the law of the Lord and to do it.  
 

      “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 
24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far 
from thee. 25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look 
straight before thee. 26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy 
ways be established. 27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: 
remove thy foot from evil.”6 

 
    That will to seek after the Lord, to purpose in one’s heart to seek after the law of the 
Lord, as demonstrated in the life of Ezra in his return back to Jerusalem caused the good 
hand of his God to be upon him.  It resulted in a good safe journey, the completion of his 
task, and it prepared him for a good homecoming.  
 
 

2. He prepared his heart to keep the Law of the Lord. 
 
     Adam Clarke writes, “Ezra had prepared his heart - Here is a fine character of a minister 
of God: He prepares ,ןיכה hechin, he fixes, purposes, and determines, ובבל lebabo, with his 
heart - with all his powers and affections, to seek the law of God, and to do it himself, that 
he may be properly qualified to teach its statutes and judgments to Israel.”7 
 
__________________________________________  
4 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ezra 7:10. 
 

5 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Proverbs 4:20-21. 
 

6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Proverbs 4:23-
27. 
 

7 Adam Clarke, "Commentary on Ezra 7". The Adam Clarke Commentary, (1832), Date Accessed: September 20, 
2012: http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/acc/ezra-7.html 
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     Ezra had purposed and prepared his heart to both seek after and keep the law of the 
Lord. His personal resolve provides an excellent example for every believer as seen from 
verse ten. He first purposed to study (lit. seek) the law (Heb. torah) of God, then to apply 
that teaching to his own life, and then to teach others the revealed will of God. This was the 
key to Ezra’s impact, success and made for the makings of a good homecoming.   
 
     Dr. Thomas Constable writes, “The ‘Torah’ means "instruction," and it describes the Law of 
Moses, the Book of Deuteronomy, the Pentateuch, and the whole Old Testament in various 
places in Scripture. Here it probably refers to all the revealed will of God that Ezra had, all the 
scrolls of the Old Testament sacred writings to which he had access.”8 Notice the order of 
Ezra’s purpose in his heart.  This order is very significant because one cannot effectively 
practice what they have not thoroughly learned.  
 
     To keep the Law of the Lord one must meditate upon His word as the Lord told Joshua. 
“Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the 
land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. 7 Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant 
commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper 
withersoever thou goest. 8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good 
success. 9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, 
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”9  

 

     Notice this is the only time that the word success is mentioned in the Authorized Verse.  
The Lord is clear to detail to Joshua that in order to have such success one must learn, and 
keep God’s law as this was the practice of Ezra. 
 
Note as Charles John Ellicott writes, “Ezra had prepared his heart. It must be remembered 
that the providence of God over him immediately precedes; not as the reward of his preparing 
his heart, but as the reason of it.”10  Ezra, in prepared his heart first gave himself to the study 
of God’s law.  Just as the Apostle Paul tells young Timothy, “Study to shew thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”11  

 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
8 Thomas Constable, DD., “Commentary on Ezra” Expository Notes of Dr. Thomas Constable, (Plano, TX: Sonic Light 
Publishers, 2017), 36. 
 
9Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Joshua 1:6-9. 
 
10 Charles John Ellicott, "Commentary on Ezra". Ellicott's Commentary for English Readers,(1905), Date Access: 
September 18, 2012. http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/ebc/ezra-7.html 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 2:15.  
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     Ezra then gave himself to the practice of God’s law.  Not as means for gaining a reward 
but for the reason of it. This will move Ezra to prepare for a good homecoming because he 
is prepared and willing to ready God’s people to do the same by teaching the law. By 
instructing and teaching God’s law and its positive statutes, ordinances and its moral 
judgments or precepts makes ready for this glorious homecoming upon his return to 
Jerusalem. Ezra is a perfect description of a teacher in the congregation. There is nothing 
discordant in Ezra saying of himself that he had thus set his heart. 
 
     Ezra the priest had settled in his heart, and he prepared his heart to both seek after and 
keep the law of the Lord.  However, Ezra goes a step further with the people for the glory of 
God. He had prepared his heart to teach the law of the Lord.  
 

3. He prepared his heart to teach the Law of the Lord. 
 
     Ezra with a settled heart and a determined mind, purposed to teach in Israel.  John 
Dummelow writes, Ezra, though like Zerubbabel he led a body of settlers to Jerusalem, is 
never styled 'Tirshatha' (as Zerubbabel is in Ezra 2:63), and his mission appears to have 
had purely religious ends in view. The Jews who remained in Babylon, and who were 
surrounded by a population wholly heathen, were marked off from their neighbors by a 
much deeper line of cleavage than were the Jews of Palestine, and a higher standard of 
religious devotion prevailed amongst them: consequently when the religious laxity of the 
people of Jerusalem became known at Babylon, Ezra was sent to enquire into it (Ezra 7:14), 
to introduce reforms, and, by authority of the Persian king, to enforce the observance of the 
Law by means of penalties (Ezra 7:26).12 

 

     Ezra had purposed to seek, to keep, and to teach the law of the Lord.  Once again, notice 
the order of operation. The order is very significant, for you cannot effectively practice 
what you have not thoroughly learned, and you cannot convincingly teach what you have 
not practically applied. This order is of the upmost importance as Dr. Steve Lawson points 
out, “One called by God to teach must also study and obey.” 13 One cannot keep or teach 
what they do not know, and to be an effective teacher one must indeed continue to study 
and obey.  
 
     If we have truly prepared our hearts for our homecoming we will keep what the Lord 
has given us in His Word.  With a passion for that Word we will be moved, as a must to keep 
and fulfill His Great Commission as well.  Because we have been made to know what He has 
done and that we are indeed debtors to this lost world.  Because, we have the remedy for 
the curse of sin and death and that is the gospel of God’s saving grace, through Christ Jesus 
our Lord.   
 
 

__________________________________________  
12John Dummelow, “Commentary on Ezra". John Dummelow's Commentary on the Bible, 1909; (London: MacMillan 
Publishing, 1960), 104. 
 

13 Steven J. Lawson, "The Pattern of Biblical Preaching: An Expository Study of Ezra 7:10&Nehemiah 8:1-18," 
Bibliotheca Sacra 158 #632 (October-December 2001), 451-466. 
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     Remembering His commission unto us: “And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”14 
 
     The believer in Christ should do well to purpose to seek, to keep, and to teach the law of 
Lord as Ezra did.  We should especially strive with our Lord’s commission unto His saints.  
His great commission is not just mentioned once in the Scripture as seen previously from 
Matthew chapter twenty-eight, but it is recorded four other times as well.  

     Mark - “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these 
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out 
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up 
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then 
after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, 
and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and 
preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming 
the word with signs following. Amen.”15 

     Luke - “And He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, 47 and that 
repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to 
all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of 
these things. 49 And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My 
Father upon you; but you are to stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.”16 
 

     John - “So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed 
on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”17 

 
 
 

__________________________________________  
14 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Matthew 28:18-20. 
 
15Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Mark 16:15-20. 
 
16 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Luke 24:46-49. 
 
17 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2013), John 20:21-22. 
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      Lastly, this commission is recorded again in Acts by Luke, “And he said unto them, it is 
not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 
8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth.”18 The Lord’s intent is to send us out unto the entire world with 
the gospel. As the Apostle Paul was so eager to preach the gospel, so likewise should we be. 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”19 You say but Brother Doug, I am not a 
preacher. No but you are a witness, you are Ambassador for Christ and you should be a 
light to the world and the salt of earth. Because you are Christ-like, hey, you are supposed 
to be saved. 

     Purpose in your heart to seek, to keep, and to teach the law of Lord as Ezra did. Tell the 
story of His glorious grace to make ready for a good homecoming. After all you are way to 
Heaven, don’t you want to take as many as you can with you?  You will not be going alone 
and you will not be without power.  “And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive 
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”20 

 
     Remember what the Apostle Paul said about the seeking, keeping and teaching: “I am 
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. 15 So, 
as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 16 For I 
am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by 
faith.”21 It is here that the Apostle Paul gives the reason why he is not ashamed of the 
Gospel of Christ, nor was Ezra, nor should we be. The Gospel is the great and admirable 
mystery, which from the beginning of the world had been hid in God, into which the angels 
desire to look, whereby His manifold wisdom is made known unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places.  
 
     The Gospel is the efficacious means by which God saves men from sin and misery, and 
bestows on them eternal life, it is that sounding instrument by which He triumphs in their 
hearts, and destroys in them the dominion of the flesh, and sin and the power and bondage 
of Satan.  
 
 
__________________________________________  
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 1:7-8. 
 
19 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 1:16. 
 
20Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 1:7-8. 
 
21 Ibid., Romans 1:14-17 
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     Robert Haldane writes, “The Gospel, which is the word of God, is quick and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword. By it, as the word of truth, men are begotten by the will 
of God, James 1:18; 1 Peter 1:23; and through the faith of the Gospel they are kept by His 
power unto salvation, Peter 1:5. The exceeding greatness of the power of God exerted in 
the Gospel toward those who believe, is compared to His mighty power which He wrought 
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand, Ephesians 
1:19. Thus, while the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, to those who 
are saved it is the power of God.”22 It is in love and grace we deliver such a message, the 
power is not in us, but it is through the Spirit of Omnipotent, Sovereign God.  
 
     The Apostle Paul goes on to tell us in his letter to the Church at Corinth that this message 
of power is not through the wisdom of men, or even through and by eloquent speech. Paul 
writes, “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of 
wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, and in 
fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith 
should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”23 

 

     The power and the might lies not within ourselves on our own.  But we should strive to 
seek, to keep, and to teach the law of God, His entire Word, the full counsel of God, and hold 
back nothing because that is exactly what this lost world needs. As Paul tells us: 
 

     “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all long suffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts 
shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.”24 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  
22 Robert Haldane, "Commentary on Romans 1". Haldane's Exposition on the Epistle to the Romans and Hebrews. 
(1835) Date Access: September 19, 2012. http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/hal/romans-1.html 
 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1 Corinthians 
2:1-5  
 
24Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 2 Timothy 4:1-5. 

http://www.studylight.org/commentaries/hal/romans-1.html
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     My friend, are you ready for that homecoming in glory one day? Are you doing what Ezra 
had prepared his heart to do?  Prepare your hearts to seek the Law of the Lord, prepare 
your hearts to keep the Law of the Lord, and prepare your hearts to teach the Law of the 
Lord.  This is what makes for a good homecoming. “And, behold, I come quickly; and my 
reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
__________________________________________  
25Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Revelation 
22:12. 
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