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I Saw the Light 

Acts 26:9-18 

The book of Revelation uses the word “testimony” several times, and 

in two different ways. 

There is the testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Faithful 

Witness. John was exiled on the island of Patmos for the Word of God 

and the testimony of Jesus Christ. And in chapter 12 we read: So the 

dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with 

the rest of her children, who keep the commandments of God and hold 

to the testimony of Jesus. (Rev 12:17) There is this objective sense – 

the testimony of Jesus, that is, He is the Christ, the Son of the living 

God; that is the message of prophecy and the Spirit of grace. 

In 1 John, we find some of the clearest words of salvation: The one 

who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself; the one 

who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not 

believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.  And 

the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is 

in His Son.  He who has the Son has the life; he who does not have the 

Son of God does not have the life. (1 John 5:10-12) 

You begin to hear the subjective side coming out here – of receiving 

that true testimony, and it becoming your own. So Revelation says: 

"And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and 

because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life 

even when faced with death. (Rev 12:11) 

 

And again: Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment 

was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word 
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of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and 

had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and 

they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (Rev 

20:4) 

Our testimony, our owning the Word of God as our treasure, and the 

central message of the Gospel, is the heart of Paul’s message before 

Agrippa. It is not enough to say that the Bible is true, or that Jesus is 

the Son of God, or that salvation is by grace, or that one must live a 

holy and changed life by the Spirit. One must possess these good 

things – to be brought out of death into life, out of darkness into the 

light. All Christians have this in common – they testify with their 

mouths from the heart: “I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, 

but now I see.” 

That is what Paul is doing in 9-18. We drew out some principles for 

powerful evangelistic witness from 1-8 last time. Things like humility, 

identifying with your hearers, genuine openness, thoroughly biblical 

and reliance upon resurrection power. But now we come to the heart 

of the message itself: ‘I Saw the Light’. 

Paul will draw his audience in first to identify with him in his 

darkness; and then draw out the dramatic change which Christ Himself 

worked on that road to Damascus, that road to hell. That change is 

described in verse 18: Saul is the man who was blind; Saul was 

enslaved by wickedness and power of Satan, Saul needed 

sanctification for his alienated, lost and filthy life; Saul needs the 

pardon of his wretched sins – and who would, who could pardon him? 

Certainly not this offended God who arrested him there on that road! 

Whose light exceeded all creation’s glory! Who could not so much as 

look upon sin! And yet that is exactly what He does, and sends Saul, 

renamed Paul, with this same message. 
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The text is a familiar one and pretty easy to follow. This is the third 

time in Acts where Luke includes his testimony, and there are some 

differences with the others to be noted.  

But you have Saul the Ferocious Antagonist – the enemy of the 

Gospel and Christ and His People – 9-11. You have Jesus the 

Glorious Evangelist – the Lord of light, the Savior of sinners, and the 

One who sends missionaries to the world – 12-17. Lastly, you have 

Paul the Gospel Apologist – 18.  

We will want to spend the most time on this last point, but will pick up 

some important threads as we look together at the first two points. 

Paul picks up in verse 9 where he left of in verse 5 – a Pharisee of the 

Pharisees, as to the righteousness in the Law, blameless; as to zeal, 

persecuting the church. I want you to see the end product, just before 

his confrontation with Jesus, in verse 11: ‘Being furiously enraged at 

them” – “exceedingly enraged”. The word in the Greek is the word 

maniac, mania – it will be used later by Festus of Paul, that he is mad. 

But what I want you to see clearly is that this madness, this fury, this 

blood-thirsty, angry, hostile, brutal and ferocious hatred and murder of 

innocent men, began in verse 9, in his own thoughts. Nobody was 

driving him to do this, but himself. I thought to myself to do this – 

verse 10 – this is just what I did. 

Sin does not come from any other source than the human heart. Jesus 

taught us: "For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, 

adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. "These are the 

things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not 

defile the man." (Mat 15:19-20) Paul uses a very strong word here – 

this thought in his heart grew to a necessity; I thought I had to do 

many hostile things, I must do them. Here is the bondage of sin, the 

bondage of the heart, the bondage of the will in man. And in this case, 

it was directly against the Lord Jesus, against His life and death and 



4 
 

resurrection; against his gospel of salvation; and especially against 

those who had His testimony. 

So this is just what he did: and here 5 things flow out of this perverse 

factory, this malicious heart. He imprisoned, he put to death by his 

agreement, he punished them, he pushed them by force to blaspheme, 

and he pursued and persecuted them near and far. We have seen this 

all before, at the beginning of Acts 8 and Acts 9 – of Saul agreeing 

with the death of Stephen, and his ravaging the church, entering house 

to house. The word ravaging there was used of a lion shaking his mane 

as he rips out the flesh of his victim. And we learned already of Saul’s 

breathing out threat and slaughter, and securing letters from the high 

priest to go beyond the borders of Israel. 

Take note of a couple items: 

1. Paul’s casting his vote – literally, casting his pebble. This is no 

indicator that he was in the government of the Jews, as some say, 

but that he fully agreed with their policy to kill Christians. Our sins 

include our intentions and agreements with evil-doers. What we 

approve of tells us so much about our hearts, whether good or evil. 

2. His attempts at getting the saints to blaspheme proved to be a futile 

one, as indicated by the grammar. He tried but failed. Perhaps he 

tried to get them to say that Jesus was accursed, anathema, since 

Scripture says, cursed is the one who hangs on a tree. But they 

resisted, even unto blood. 

3. Notice here that this strong-arming would warm the evil hearts of 

the Jewish king and Roman ruler. How perverse that even to this 

day, there is such wickedness in the world, that men would exercise 

violence by framing evil law, and put their hand to the wealth, 

freedoms, health and even the life of believers! 

Well, it is while he is hotly pursuing this course, even to foreign cities, 

that Jesus the Evangelist confronts Saul the Antagonist in 12-17. 
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You gotta love the verbs used of the confrontation. While I thought 

and did, then, O King, I saw; I fell, I heard, I felt the goad, and I said, 

who are you, Lord? Only to hear Him say, “I Am Jesus”. 

Acts 9 has the men standing speechless, perhaps after the initial vision 

pinned them all to the ground. Here there is not mention of Saul’s 

temporary blindness or the ministry of the devout Jew, Ananias – 

perhaps to the side of Paul’s main point.  

But there is the addition of this homely, barnyard metaphor, and that 

spoken in the Hebrew, or Aramaic dialect: – “it is hard for you to kick 

against the goads.” What does this mean? This direction Saul had 

taken, to go against Jesus the Messiah, the Son of David, the Son of 

God, was being met with the sharp end of a stick; “Saul, you have to 

work really hard against what you know, from the Word of God and 

from the testimony of these men and women you are persecuting, that 

there is too much here to deny.” 

Once again, learn a lesson from the heart – that even the most 

hardened and hostile soul may have a battle within regarding the truth. 

I wouldn’t necessarily count this a conviction of sin, but it is a 

consciousness of it to him, a very inconvenient truth!  

And now, rather than judgment which is expected, mercy and mission 

are accorded this arrested persecutor. This is quite the hub of why Paul 

is there. As Keddie observes, Paul wants Agrippa to know he had been 

changed by the sovereign grace of Christ at a point when he was full 

of hostility toward him and deserved rather to be crushed by His 

righteous anger.  

Verses 16-18 then outline that commission – something we will come 

back to in greater detail next time. Here is the Lord’s Purpose in 

appearing to Paul; to call him in a clearly prophet-like way; standing 

up is paralleled in the call to Ezekiel. And the second point here – the 
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Lord’s Protection of Paul as he sends him to the Jews and Gentiles, to 

the whole world – is also strongly reminiscent of Jeremiah’s call. 

Then He said to me, "Son of man, stand on your feet that I may speak 

with you!"    3 Then He said to me, "Son of man, I am sending you to 

the sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against 

Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very 

day.  (Eze 2:1, 3) 

7 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am a youth,' Because 

everywhere I send you, you shall go, And all that I command you, you 

shall speak.  8 "Do not be afraid of them, For I am with you to deliver 

you," declares the LORD. (Jer 1:7-8) 
 

The Lord’s Purpose, the Lord’s Protection, and the Lord’s Provision 

for the world is given in verse 18, where we want to come as our 3rd 

point – Paul the Apologist for the Gospel. 

See two things about this rich verse right off the bat: First, these are 

things which God does – He opens eyes, He actively turns us from 

darkness and Satan to light and God, He forgives sins, and He grants 

the inheritance to his sanctified children. Secondly, all of this is by 

faith in Jesus.  

So, in short, everything here is given and free; everything here is by 

grace through faith. Who can give sight to the blind, snatch the wicked 

out of the claws of the Evil One, pardon all of our sins, and bring a 

clean thing out of an unclean? Then, let us drink in what the Lord does 

in saving a people for himself.  

This begins with our thinking, our understanding – the closed eye is a 

metaphor for seeing and understanding aright. Man’s mind is not 
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merely near-sighted or needs adjusting, so much as his mind is 

stubbornly in love with the darkness, and refuses to see the light. Our 

minds, says Paul, are enmity with God; opposite, opposed, obstinately 

so. So the first part of the new creation is the same as the old creation 

– God says, “Let there be Light”! That light is Christ Himself. 

"Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My 

soul delights. I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth 

justice to the nations. "He will not cry out or raise His voice, nor make 

His voice heard in the street. "A bruised reed He will not break and a 

dimly burning wick He will not extinguish; He will faithfully bring 

forth justice. "He will not be disheartened or crushed until He has 

established justice in the earth; and the coastlands will wait 

expectantly for His law." Thus says God the LORD, Who created the 

heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its 

offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who 

walk in it, "I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I will 

also hold you by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you 

as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open blind 

eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon and those who dwell in 

darkness from the prison. "I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not 

give My glory to another, nor My praise to graven images. (Isa 421-8) 

Then, secondly, see the change not only in the mind but in the will – 

we are turned from light to darkness; and parallel, from the power or 

dominion of Satan to God. This touches on this inward change of 

heart; our wills were such that they were going one way – away from 

God and the light. That now is miraculously reversed; and those 

addicted to sin become addicted to the things of God. 

The word ‘dominion’ in the NASB deserves a closer look. It is the not 

the word for kingdom, dominion, or even power; it is the word 
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exousia, the authority. Believers are turned from the authority of Satan 

– his right to rule along with that power and control; and turned to the 

authority or right of God. This reminds us of the battle in Romans 6 – 

that we are no longer under sin as a Master, owing obedience to the 

flesh, yielding our members as instruments of unrighteousness. God 

truly has those rights in us now, through the blood and power of His 

Lamb.  

So both of these taken together – our minds and wills – have been 

restored and rescued – calling us forth the Lord. Paul describes this 

more fully in 2 Cor. 4: And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 

those who are perishing, in whose case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For 

we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as 

your bond-servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Light shall 

shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give 

the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.  (2 

Co 4:3-6) 

The third of four gifts is that of a full pardon of sin. If the previous 

two spoke of a change inwardly and brings us under God Himself, in a 

relationship with Him – we cannot fellowship while our sins are 

unpardoned, but they rather cry out for our destruction and judgment. 

Again, there is no “may” in this verb – they will receive this gift of 

pardon. Isaiah 53:6 says “All we like sheep had gone astray; each 

have gone their own way; but the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of 

us all.” Think of your life with all of its sins, all of your going astray, 

all of our going your own way, like a book you hold in your hand. 
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God cannot have fellowship with you while your sins are outstanding 

in this way. But the Lord has laid on Jesus the iniquity, the sin of all 

believers, and now we are free, the book is gone, sin is fully pardoned, 

and we have fellowship with the living and true God! 

From what the Lord takes away, Jesus concludes with what He gives: 

lastly here, to top it off, the riches of grace are seen in our being made 

His holy children – adopted, heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ, 

inheriting from our Father all things; and sanctified, set apart, here 

dealing with the whole body in a corporate and covenantal quality 

more than the individual growth in holiness. God, solely for the sake 

of Christ, counts us His precious jewels, places us as one crown to His 

glory, richly rewards His children with eternal life – a new heavens 

and new earth, wherein all good, blessing, righteousness and glory 

dwell. 

That is the nature of salvation – new eyes, new authority, new record, 

new family, new future. Paul will continue to speak of his faithfulness 

to this charge, which we will consider next time. But I would close by 

asking if you have been changed by the risen glorious Lord and 

Savior, Jesus – like Paul had been.  

The same Redeemer gives life, even if through the gentle and simple 

ministry of the Word preached. Do you have these eyes, this heart, this 

pardon of freedom, this place of eternal fellowship with those who 

follow the Lamb? If you don’t – oh, how can you go on without them? 

No matter what you may know or what you may do, what bad you 

have put behind you or what good you have attained – nothing comes 

close to the riches of this one verse; better to know nothing, having 

nothing, but Jesus Christ, then to have the whole world and lose your 
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own soul! Better for you to never have been born at all, than to be 

born and not be born again! 

And you who have these riches; where the Spirit of grace has been 

poured out lavishly and lovingly on you – why are your eyes and 

desires going out so freely and frequently upon lesser things, upon  

sinful things? Why are you following lesser masters and rulers in your 

life, being ensnared again? Why are you proud regarding your sins 

instead of humble and thankful with meekness for their pardon? And 

why would you, or could you rejoice in such trivial things, when a 

kingdom has been given to you as a child of the Most High God? 

What dignity and honor and boldness should be yours in heavenly 

living, but you sell yourself to the weak and poor things of the world, 

the flesh, the devil! 

Let me give Paul the final word for you and for me: 

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased 

to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of 

His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will 

walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, 

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 

God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, 

for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving 

thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance 

of the saints in Light. For He rescued us from the domain of darkness, 

and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:9-14) 

 

Next message – Here I Stand 


