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We Are the Church Together 

Ephesians 4:11-14 

 

  11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 

shepherds and teachers, 

 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ, 

 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 

of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 

stature of the fullness of Christ, 

 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human 

cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 

way into him who is the head, into Christ. 

We're In This Together 

 All who belong to Jesus are inseparably linked together with 

Him AND with a collection of like-minded brothers and 

sisters 

 As Jesus calls us to Himself and joins us with one another, 

we 

 develop a corporate identity 

 serve as the tools through which Jesus works to extend 

and expand His kingdom on earth 

The Blueprint 

 In Ephesians 4, Jesus gives us His blueprint for how He is 

building His church 

 Jesus' blueprint for building His church neither invites 

nor requires discussion, committees or votes 

 Jesus' blueprint is perfect, unalterable, and completely 

applicable in every culture, in every time and generation, 

in every place 

 Jesus' blueprint for building His church 

 involves relating to one another in specific ways 

 requires everybody to do his/her part and use his/her 

spiritual gifts 

A Disciple Making Church 

 The church of Jesus Christ only reaches its full potential 

when it is a disciple making church 

 A disciple making church 

 maintains its unity 

 discovers its giftedness 

 responds to its leadership 

 A disciple making church commits itself to 

 thorough preparation 

 continual change and renewal 

 the discovery and use of all of its gifts 

 sensitivity and submission to the Holy Spirit 



 Where are we now, and what do we need to aim toward so 

that we will grow forward in Christ and be a disciple 

making church? 

 Where do we need to grab hold of more of Jesus and more 

of His Spirit in order to pursue the glorious picture of 

growing up in every way into [Christ] who is the head? 

Having the Right Tools 

 Having the right tool to do the job right is every bit as 

necessary in the church as it is in the home 

 A disciple making church is a "toolbox" filled with all kinds 

of different "tools" 

 people who are sold out to Jesus 

 people who are fully devoted, united and committed to 

Jesus' commands and His strategy 

 people who do God's business God's way 

 Jesus chooses to use the disciple making church as His most 

powerful tool for extending and expanding His kingdom on 

earth 

 in far too many cases, the church is functioning without 

all the "tools" Jesus puts in His "toolbox" 

 spiritual gifts and stained glass 

 Every "tool" Jesus puts in the "toolbox" of the local 

congregation is absolutely necessary for it to fulfill the 

purposes He sets in front of it 

Our Corporate Identity 

 Chuck Colson: "There is no such thing as Christianity apart 

from the church." 

 We can only press on to greater unity and maturity as we 

fully express the corporate identity we are given in Christ 

 we attain the unity of the faith together 

 we grow in knowing Christ together 

 we grow in maturity together 

 we experience the fullness of Christ together 

 Jesus puts us together in order to protect us from being 

battered by false teaching, to teach us how to speak the truth 

in love, and to grow up! 

 A baby's head 

Personal Application 

1. What "tool" are you in the "toolbox" of Jesus' church? How 

is He using your "tool" to build His church? 

2. What is your basic attitude toward "working in groups"? Is 

there anything in Ephesians 4:11-18 that compels you to 

change your attitude about this? 

3. What have you observed recently in the life of our 

congregation that suggests we are growing up into Christ 

who is our head? 

4. How can our congregation more effectively move forward 

together and grow up in every way into Christ who is our 

head?  


