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THREE PRINCIPLES TO INTERPRET REVELATION 

Well we’re gathered together today to continue our study in the book of Revelation.  In our 
introduction to this book, we have seen that the purpose of the book of Revelation is to comfort 
and to encourage the persecuted church in its valiant fight to advance the kingdom of God.  The 
book of Revelation is intended to be to the church a book of comfort, and we see this comfort 
arising from several sources as we read this book.   

First of all, we see this comfort arising as we see Christ in the midst of His churches, in 
chapters 1 to 3.  It’s a great comfort to know that Christ loves His churches, and His letters to 
them show His heart toward them and that His whole focus and affection is upon them.  Christ is 
intensely concerned for the welfare of His churches, and is determined that they will overcome in 
the conflict and the persecution that they are facing.  And so as we read the book of Revelation, 
we are immediately comforted in these opening chapters, knowing that Jesus is with His church, 
for His church, in the midst of His church, guiding and protecting His church, and bringing His 
church to triumph and victory.   

Secondly, the book gives us comfort as we see God the Father seated on His throne in heaven in 
chapters 4 and 5.  For believers, to know that God the Father is sovereignly ruling over the world 
and all things that occur within it, and He is ruling all things in wisdom and power from His 
throne, fills the churches with comfort and confidence that God is guiding everything that 
happens to them.  So this comfort arises as we read the book of Revelation, as we see Christ in 
the midst of His churches, as we see God the Father seated on His throne in heaven.   

Thirdly, it arises as we see the outcome of our struggle in chapters 6 and 7, when we see that 
although there are a great many struggles and challenges that face us, in the end, the wicked are 
crying out for the rocks to fall on them to protect them from the wrath of God, while the 
Christians are around the throne of God in heaven, worshiping and rejoicing in God.  So Christ is 
in the midst of church in chapters 1 to 3.  God the Father is seated on His throne in chapters 4 
and 5.  The wicked cry out for the rocks to fall on them, while the righteous are delivered into 
heaven, in chapters 6 and 7.   

Fourthly, this comfort arises as we see God’s wrath poured out on the persecutors of the church 
in chapters 8 through 11, when the seven trumpets are sounded.  We see that in chapters 8 
through 11, the wicked are severely dealt with by God in this life, as well as in the next, and He 
does not relent in His punishment of them.  We see in chapters 8 through 11 that the wicked have 
it far harder than the righteous, for God is with us in our sufferings, but God is against them in 
inflicting sufferings upon them as punishment for their persecution of His people.   

Fifthly, this comfort arises as we see Christ victorious over the dragon and over the beast and 
over the false prophet and over Babylon and over those who have the mark of the beast, in 
chapters 12 to 20.  Christ defeats and destroys all of our enemies.   



Then sixthly and finally, this comfort arises as we see our ultimate destiny in the new heavens 
and a new earth, in chapters 21 to 22.   

So the book of Revelation, from start to finish, is designed to be one extended source of comfort 
to the persecuted church.  In chapters 1 to 3, Christ is in the midst of His church.  In chapters 4 
and 5, God is sitting on the throne.  In chapters 6 and 7, the wicked are punished and the 
righteous are delivered into heaven.  In chapters 8 to 11, God’s severe wrath falls upon the 
wicked.  In chapters 12 to 20, Christ defeats and destroys the dragon and the false prophet and 
the beast and Babylon, and all those who have the mark of the beast.  And in chapters 21 and 22, 
we see the new heavens and a new earth, where we will dwell forever. 

Now just that simple survey of the book of Revelation gives to us a huge sense of comfort.  
However, in order to derive the maximum benefit from that comfort, it’s important for us to 
properly understand the meaning of those chapters and the particular details that they are 
intended to convey.  To do this—for us to understand the meaning of these chapters—it is 
important for us to use the proper method of interpretation and the proper principles of 
interpretation in order that we might be able to grasp, not just the overall sweep of the book, but 
the particular details and descriptions that the book contains.   

Last week we looked at the four major approaches that people take in interpreting the book.  We 
saw the Preterist approach; that is, the view that this book was largely fulfilled in the past in 
70 A.D.  The only things that remain to be fulfilled are the second coming of Christ, the final 
judgment, and the new heavens and the new earth.  Everything else was fulfilled in 70 A.D.  So 
from that view, the book of Revelation is largely a history book.   

Then we looked at the Historicist view, the view that the book is a calendar of historic events 
written in advance that covers the last 2,000 years of history.  So as we look at the book of 
Revelation, we see it is a prediction of various events that would occur in Western European 
history. 

Then we looked at the Futurist point of view, and they say, in contrast to the Preterists, that the 
vast majority of the book remains yet to be fulfilled in the future.  We’re only seeing the 
fulfillment of the first three chapters.  Everything else is going to be fulfilled, chapters 4 to 19, 
during the seven years of the Great Tribulation.   

Then finally, we looked at the Idealist view, which is the view that we are taking as we go 
through this book.  This is the view that the book is a symbolic depiction of the spiritual warfare 
that takes place in every generation until Christ returns.  So this view says that what we have 
here is a manual of spiritual warfare, and what is described in this book is what first century 
Christians experienced, and second century Christians experienced, and third century Christians 
experienced, and twentyfirst century Christians, no less, experience.   
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This is not to say that there’s not also a future predictive element to the book.  We recognize that 
Jesus has yet to come and that He will come, visibly, physically, bodily, to this earth.  He will 
bring the final judgment and He will bring in the new heavens and the new earth.  But the vast 
majority of the book is a description of the spiritual warfare we will be going through until that 
event occurs.   

Remember the book of Judges, how the cycle repeated itself over and over again?  Well in the 
same way, the spiritual warfare that takes place in the book of Revelation is something that 
occurs over and over and over again in every generation.  This, then, is the view and approach 
we will be adopting as we look at this book and seek to understand it together.   

Having seen last time the general approach we will take in interpreting the book of Revelation, 
today what we want to do is look at some specific principles that we must keep in mind as we 
seek to decipher the meaning and the message of each of these chapters and the symbolic 
language that these chapters contain.   

We are told in chapter 1 and verse 3 these words: “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear 
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at 
hand.”  We are told in this verse that this book was written to ordinary Christians and it was 
expected that ordinary Christians would be able to read and understand and obey the instructions 
and the injunctions that this book sets forth.   

So it’s not a book that’s intended to be mysterious, confusing, frustrating, or terrifying to the 
person who reads it.  Ordinary Christians will be able to understand this book when proper 
principles of interpretation are employed.  What we want to do is look at some of those 
principles today in our study together.  We want to look today at three major principles of 
interpretation that we have to follow if we’re going to rightly understand the meaning and the 
message of the language of the book of Revelation. 

In the first place, then, this morning, let us consider together that we need to understand the 
literary style of this book.  We need to understand the literary style of this book.  As we read the 
book of Revelation, we realize that it is written completely differently than the vast majority of 
the books in the Bible; in fact, it is unique in the genre of its content, among all the books of the 
New Testament.   

Revelation is not written in the style of the vast majority of the books contained in the Bible.  
The vast majority of the books in the Bible are written in ordinary prose, that is, in the normal 
language of everyday usage.  You and I talk to each other in ordinary, normal language.  And 
when we write, we write in ordinary, normal language.  This is called ordinary prose.  However, 
the book of Revelation is not written in ordinary prose.   

To be sure, there is some ordinary prose in this book.  For example, we see very ordinary, normal 
standard writing in chapter 1, verses 1 to 9.  You start reading the first nine verses—no mystery 

!  3



there, no difficulty there—very straightforward, ordinary language.  And then when we read 
chapters 2 and 3, we see the same thing—very ordinary prose, very ordinary language, quite easy 
to understand.  However, the vast majority of the book of Revelation is not written in ordinary 
prose, like Romans or Ephesians or Hebrews; rather, it’s written in the form of highly symbolic, 
visual imagery.  That is, it’s written more like a picturebook than it is like an ordinary writing.   

This highly symbolic, visual imagery represents a literal reality, but there is not a one to one 
correspondence between the symbols and the reality that they represent.  So we cannot take 
symbolic language and literalize it.   

For example, we read in chapter 1 this description of Jesus Christ.  It says, “13 and in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, 
and girt about the [waist] with a golden girdle. 14 His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15 and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 16 And he had in his right hand 
seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the 
sun shineth in his strength.”   

Now clearly, Jesus does not literally have a sword coming out of His mouth, His feet are not 
literally made of brass, and He doesn’t have flames coming out of His eye sockets.  We cannot 
take this symbolic language and literalize it.  We must recognize these are not actual descriptions 
of what’s really there, but they are symbolic descriptions that indicate a truth about what is there.   

So, highly symbolic and dramatically figurative language characterizes the book of Revelation.  
Its message is couched in metaphors and similes and in symbolic imagery, and its message is to 
be understood and interpreted like parables are understood and interpreted.   

Now when you read the parables of Jesus, you know that He’s talking in symbolic language, and 
we don’t literalize these parables.  We recognize that they are word pictures that are designed to 
describe and convey an idea, and in the parables, the message is in the overall picture, not in the 
specific details of that picture.   

So for example, in the parable where the sower went out to sow, we don’t try to find a meaning 
in the nature of the bag that holds the seed.  It’s not what the story is about.  The story is about, 
of course, the nature of the human heart and the various responses that are given to the Gospel.  
We could talk about the parable of the leaven, and the parable of the mustard seed, and the 
parable of the pearl of great price, and all of these parables are designed to present an idea in 
pictorial form.  The picture is not meant to be taken literally, and the message of the parable is 
not to be found in all the minute details, but rather in the overall message.  So the message is in 
the overall picture, not in the specific details in the parables, and the same thing is true in the 
book of Revelation.   
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The book of Revelation, in a way, is like a political cartoon.  You don’t take the drawing literally, 
it is a symbol meant to convey a message.  Political cartoons often present caricatures of people 
or of events.  A political cartoon is a visually figurative way of conveying an observation on 
some current issue, or on some individual’s action, and although this cartoon conveys a literal 
message, the imagery that that cartoon uses is never meant to be taken literally.  Everybody 
understands that.  It’s a picture that conveys an idea; we don’t take the picture literally.  In fact, 
the picture is very often a gross caricature, and intended to be that way in order to make a point. 

We freely grant that chapters 2 and 3 of the book of Revelation are ordinary prose.  John says, for 
example, in chapter 1 and verse 10, I heard a voice.  And Jesus dictates to John the seven letters 
to the seven churches, and in each of them he says, He that has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.  So we grant that chapters 2 and 3 are verbally focused, they are 
directed to the ear, and they are written in ordinary prose.   

But beginning in chapter 4, clear to the middle of the last chapter, the emphasis dramatically 
changes from a verbal focus that is directed to the ear, to a visual focus of word pictures that are 
directed to the eye.  Fiftytwo times in the book of Revelation, John says, “I saw,” “I looked,” “I 
beheld.”  So John, beginning at chapter 4, is now primarily visually focused, rather than verbally 
focused.  And Revelation becomes a visual picturebook, representing picture after picture after 
picture of the conflict between Christ and His people on the one side, and Satan and his people 
on the other side.   

So understand this: Unlike any other book in the New Testament, Revelation is a picturebook.  
Do not be obsessed with the details of the pictures, but rather focus on the overall story and 
message that those pictures represent.  Revelation gives us in pictorial form the same message 
that the Gospels give us in spoken form.  Both make it clear.  Satan will not be able to stop Jesus 
from building His church, and the gates of Hell will not be able to prevail against the church.   

What do the Gospels present in verbal form?  Christ’s conflict with Satan and his people.  What 
happens in the end of the Gospel?  Christ triumphs over Satan and his people.  And that’s the 
same message in the book of Revelation.  There’s conflict between Satan and Christ, and Satan’s 
people and Christ’s people, but what happens in the end of the book?  Satan is defeated, Christ 
and His people triumph.   

In the book of Revelation, you just have the same spiritual conflict and triumph described in 
pictorial form that is described in verbal form in the Gospels.  Both the Gospels and the book of 
Revelation make exactly the same message clear, and the message is this: Satan will not be able 
to stop Jesus from building His church, and the gates of Hell will not be able to prevail against it.  
Christ and His people will triumph, and Satan and his people will go down to defeat.  You just 
have a verbal message in the Gospels, and you have a pictorial message in the Revelation.   

Don’t get all caught up in the details of these parabolic pictures and symbols and metaphors in 
the book of Revelation.  Rather, stand back and ask, What is the big picture here in this section?  
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What is the main message?  Focus on that, and if you do, then you will be able to start to 
understand and appreciate the message that the symbolic language is attempting to convey.  So 
the number one thing we must not do is literalize symbolic language, any more than you would 
literalize a parable or a political cartoon. 

That brings us then to our second major principle of interpretation.  Not only do we need to 
understand the literary style of the book, secondly, we need to look into the Bible itself to gain an 
understanding of the symbolic language that Revelation contains.  We need to look into the Bible 
itself for an understanding of the symbolic language that Revelation contains.   

Our Confession of Faith, in Chapter 1, which deals with the subject of the Holy Scriptures, has 
this to say in paragraph 9.  The London Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689, Chapter 1, 
paragraph 9, says this: “The infallible rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture itself; 
and therefore when there is a question about the true and full sense of any Scripture…, it must be 
searched by other places that speak more clearly.” 

What our Confession of Faith is asserting is that if you want to understand any passage of 
Scripture, that understanding will be achieved by looking at other passages of Scripture that 
either speak more clearly or shed additional light on the passage you’re studying.  Scripture is 
self interpreting in that Scripture interprets Scripture.  So when you’re in an obscure place or a 
difficult place, you don’t need to go outside the Bible to find an understanding of that passage; 
rather, you look elsewhere within the Bible in order to find an understanding of that passage. 

So we don’t look in the newspaper, we don’t look at current world events, we don’t look back at 
the last 2,000 years of history in order to try to find an understanding of the Scriptures.  The 
Scriptures are self-explanatory.  We need to look in the Bible itself to gain an understanding of 
the symbolic language that Revelation contains.  So you ask yourself, What does that mean, in 
chapter 7, or chapter 8, or chapter 9 of Revelation?  And you ask yourself, Well does the Bible 
anywhere else address that issue, that statement, that symbolic picture?  And then you go search 
out those other areas and they will cast light on the passage you’re struggling with. 

I have three points I want to make under this heading.  My first point is this: We must interpret 
symbolic language in light of clear prose passages elsewhere in the Bible that address the same 
issues.  There are clear prose passages that address all the issues in the book of Revelation.  For 
example, we have passages like First Thessalonians, chapter 4 and chapter 5.  We have passages 
like Second Thessalonians, chapter 1 and chapter 2.  We have passages like Second Peter, 
chapter 3.  We have passages like Matthew, chapter 24.   

Now these chapters are not couched in symbolic pictorial language.  These passages are couched 
in ordinary prose, just like I’m using right now as I talk to you.  So if we want to understand the 
highly symbolic language of Revelation, we first of all go to ordinary prose passages that do not 
contain highly symbolic language, and we read them and we study them, and out of them we 
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create an understanding and a framework of truth, by which to then interpret these highly 
symbolic passages.  So you start with ordinary prose that addresses the same issue as the 
symbolic passage to interpret the symbolic passage.  You don’t start with the symbolic passage 
and use it to try to interpret the ordinary prose.   

Secondly, we must interpret symbolic language not only in the light of clear prose passages 
elsewhere in the Bible that address the same issues, but secondly, we must interpret symbolic 
language in light of the analogy of faith—in light of the analogy of faith.  What this simply 
means is this: No interpretation of Revelation can contradict the teaching of the rest of Scripture, 
and whatever interpretation we make, it must conform to the teaching of the rest of Scripture.   

In other words, we have a whole Bible and the Bible teaches a system of theology. And in 
particular, it teaches a system of eschatology, that is, the study of end times.  And whatever 
interpretation we come up with in the book of Revelation, not only can it not contradict what the 
rest of the Bible says about the end times, it has to conform to what the rest of the Bible says 
about the end times, because one of the presuppositions we approach the Scripture with is the 
presupposition of noncontradiction, which means one part of the Bible isn’t going to teach 
something that contradicts another part of the Bible.  The Bible is a harmonious, unified, 
coherent presentation of truth that is complementary, not contradictory.   

So the second principle is that whatever interpretation we come up with in Revelation, it cannot 
contradict the teachings of the rest of the Scripture on the subject of eschatology, and it has to 
conform to the teachings of the rest of Scripture on eschatology.   

The third principle that I want to bring to our attention is this: We must interpret symbolic 
language in light of how this language is used elsewhere in the Bible—in light of how this 
language is used elsewhere in the Bible.   

So, first point: We have to interpret symbolic language in light of the clear prose passages 
elsewhere in the Bible that address those same issues.  Second point: We have to interpret 
symbolic language in light of the analogy of faith.  Third point: We have to interpret symbolic 
language in light of how this language is used elsewhere in the Bible.   

Now this is really the key to the whole matter of interpreting Revelation.  Listen very carefully to 
me.  The book of Revelation cannot be understood without understanding all that was written 
before it, especially the Old Testament.  Revelation, by all consensus, is the last book of the 
Bible that was ever written.  That being the case, it must be understood in light of all that was 
written before it, and in particular, it must be understood in light of what the Old Testament has 
to say, because the book of Revelation is saturated with references to the Old Testament.   

According to G.K. Beale in his commentary on Revelation, there are 404 verses in the book of 
Revelation in total, and 278 of those verses contain one or more references to Old Testament 
passages.  Nearly threequarters of the verses in the book of Revelation contain allusions or 
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references to Old Testament passages.  In fact, in this one book, there are over 500 allusions to 
Old Testament passages, compared to less than 200 in the entire rest of the New Testament put 
together.  So this book is saturated with references to the Old Testament.   

Now what’s fascinating is, the book of Revelation never quotes the Old Testament once, but it 
alludes to it constantly, by way of the imagery and the symbolism that it uses and the structure 
that it has.  And so these allusions and references show the unity of the Old Testament and the 
New Testament, and they demonstrate that a single author is behind them both, and that a single 
narrative runs through them both.  And of course, the narrative that runs through the Old 
Testament and the narrative that runs through the book of Revelation is the outworking of 
Genesis 3:15.   

You remember in our introductory message, we said the book of Revelation tells the end of the 
story of the outworking of Genesis 3:15, where God declared that He would put enmity between 
the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent.  And so Christ and Satan are in this great 
battle, Christ’s people and Satan’s people are in this great battle, and the whole rest of the Bible 
is the outworking of that battle, and the outcome of that battle.  So when you see the book of 
Revelation saturated with references to the Old Testament, one would recognize that whatever 
the narrative of the Old Testament is, that is the narrative that is carried on and concluded in the 
book of Revelation.   

The point is simply this: All these strange figures in the book of Revelation, all these symbolic 
creatures, all these puzzling statements, all find their meaning and their interpretation as we see 
how they are used in the rest of the Bible.  That’s why the New Testament Christians, the first 
century Christians, didn’t have any problem understanding the book of Revelation when they 
read it, because their minds were already saturated with the imagery and the symbolism of the 
Old Testament, so when they read Revelation, they instantly made the connection.   

But we are ignorant of the Old Testament in our day and age.  Most people say, Well, we’re New 
Covenant, New Testament Christians, and the Old Testament doesn’t apply to us anymore.  
That’s the law, and it’s all done away with.  Therefore, they tend to be quite ignorant of what the 
Old Testament has to say.  Hopefully, we’re not in that class and category.  What you’ll find as 
we go through Revelation and look at these symbols, they are all represented in one way or 
another in the Old Testament.   

That brings us then to the third and final principle of interpretation we’re going to talk about 
today.  Having seen that we need to understand the literary style of the book; having seen that we 
need to look into the Bible itself for an understanding of the symbolic language that Revelation 
contains; the third principle of interpretation we must understand when studying the book of 
Revelation is the nonconsecutive nature of the structure of the book of Revelation. 

The book of Revelation is nonconsecutive chronologically in its structure.  In other words, the 
book is not written as a linear chronology.  Instead, it has a cyclical structure, where the same 
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time period—the time period from the first to the second coming of Christ—is traversed over 
and over and over again, each time from a different perspective and with a different emphasis.   

For example, the seals, the bowls, and the trumpets all cover the same time period from three 
different perspectives.  Several other sections in the book of Revelation do so as well, and God 
willing, next Lord’s Day we’re going to talk about those sections.  But the point is that when we 
look at the seals and the trumpets and the vials, or the bowls, as the case may be, we see that they 
cover the time from the first to the second coming of Christ.  Each of those starts out with the 
first coming of Christ and concludes with the second coming.  What we see is not a consecutive, 
chronological prophecy or history; rather, there is a clear example here of repetition and 
recapitulation in the book of Revelation.   

For example, turn in your Bible to Revelation 11.  Revelation 11 contains the conclusion of the 
seven trumpets, which announce the falling of the wrath of God upon the wicked, between the 
first and second coming of Christ.  Notice if you will Revelation chapter 11:18.  It says, “8 And 
the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.”   

Now clearly, what we have here is a description of the final judgment.  No question about it.  
Verse 15: “And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.”  And then in verse 18, the time of the judgment is there, the wicked are 
punished, the righteous are given their reward, and we have the final judgment.   

So we have the second coming, we have the final judgment, and then we come to chapter 12.  It 
says: “1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 2 and she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; 
and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and 
the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as 
soon as it was born. 5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod 
of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days.” 

Now without question, everyone agrees that these first six verses describe the birth of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  So we have in chapter 11 a declaration of the end of time, the end of this New 
Covenant era.  And then we go to chapter 12, and we have the beginning of the New Covenant 
era.  So Revelation 11:15 to 18 speaks of the final judgment, while the immediately following 
passages take us back again to the first coming of Christ in chapter 12, verses 1 to 6.  So just 
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because one chapter follows another does not necessarily mean that the events of the following 
chapter are subsequent to the events of the previous chapter.   

We see this, for example, in the book of Daniel, Daniel chapter 2 and Daniel chapter 7.  We see 
in Daniel 2 the story of future history in the form of a man—head of gold, chest of silver, legs of 
brass, lower legs of iron, feet of iron and clay mixed together.  A great stone comes and shatters 
the image.  And thus we have a declaration of history up to the coming of Christ.  And then that 
same history occurs in the four beasts in chapter 7.  We have the same four kingdoms described 
by the four beasts, and then we have Christ coming and overwhelming them.  And we have this 
same kind of repetition in the book of Revelation.   

It’s kind of like taking the same trip from Sweet Home to Albany, each time taking ten photos 
along the way.  One trip you take photographs of all the intersections, so you have a story of all 
the intersections from Sweet Home to Albany.  Take the same trip a second time and photograph 
all the saw mills between Sweet Home and Albany.  And then you take the trip again the third 
time, only this time you photograph all the stores between Sweet Home and Albany.  So you 
have the same journey described three different ways, with three different themes.   

Well, that’s how the book of Revelation is structured.  You make the same trip each time to the 
same destination, which is the second coming of Christ, each time with parallel but different 
stories of the same journey.  So in the book of Revelation there are seven journeys that are taken 
from the first coming of Christ to the second coming of Christ, and these journeys are taken over 
and over again, each of them presenting that journey from a different perspective, with a 
different emphasis.   

We need to understand, then, by way of summary, that if we’re going to rightly understand the 
book of Revelation, we need to understand the literary style of this book—that it is highly 
symbolic and the message is in the overall picture, not in the details.  We need to understand that 
we have to look in the Bible itself to understand the symbols and metaphors and the pictorial 
language that the Bible uses, especially in the Old Testament.  Finally, we have to grasp the 
nonconsecutive, cyclical nature of the book of Revelation—that it is full of repetition and 
recapitulation of the same time period over and over again, describing the nature of the spiritual 
warfare that takes place during that time period, describing that spiritual warfare from this 
perspective and that perspective and the next perspective.   

So when you get all these seven journeys from the first coming of Christ to the second coming of 
Christ put together, you have an overall picture of the nature of the spiritual warfare that will 
take place during that time between Christ and Satan and between Christ’s people and Satan’s 
people—those who have the seal of God and those who have the mark of the beast.   

And as we do this, we need to remember the overall theme of the book.  The book is the 
revelation of Jesus Christ and His victory over Satan.  It is a book of triumph, in which Christ 
wins and His people win and Satan loses and his people lose, and therefore, even if we don’t 
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fully understand every one of these pictures as much as we might, the overall message is 
abundantly clear, and that is that God’s blessing and deliverance is given to His people, and 
God’s wrath and punishment falls upon all those who opposed them and Him.  And in the end, 
Christ wins and His people win, and Satan loses and his people lose. 

Thus the book is a book of triumph and a book of comfort, a book of victory, and a book of 
encouragement, a book of motivation to keep on being faithful in and through the spiritual 
warfare, and in and through the persecution that we experience along that journey.  And what we 
see is that every generation has had to fight these same battles.   

That means that we in our generation can fight them with a confidence, not only looking back 
and seeing the triumph of our brethren, but also knowing that we too will triumph, and we will 
be overcomers.  That’s one of the major themes of the book of Revelation: He that overcomes, he 
that overcomes, he that overcomes.  And you see, it is those who have faith in Christ who do 
overcome and will overcome.  And how shall we overcome?  We shall overcome by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of our testimony of faith in Him. 

Well hopefully, these three principles of interpretation will help us to rightly grasp the message 
of the book as we recognize that this is a picturebook.  We need to look at the pictures and 
understand the pictures, and when we do, we understand the message and the meaning.  We need 
to understand that these pictures will be rightly interpreted as we look in the rest of the Bible to 
find an explanation for them.   

We need to understand that we’re going to be taking the journey between the first and second 
comings of Christ over and over and over again as we go through each of these seven sections, 
and we’re going to see the nature of the conflict and the warfare in each of those seven sections 
as we go through them.  With that understanding, let us pray, and proceed in our study of this 
book next week.   

Father, thank you so much for the book of Revelation.  Thank you, Father, for the way it’s 
structured, and the language it uses, and the symbolism it employs.  We know that you didn’t put 
these things in here to drive us nuts, or to scare us to death, or to create consternation and 
frustration in not being able to understand what is there.  Father, help us then to understand this 
book as the first century Christians understood it, and may we not project our twentyfirst century 
thinking into the book as we read it.   

Lord, we ask for wisdom.  We do not presume to proudly declare that we know and understand 
all that is here, but we do trust that you will guide us into that understanding by your Spirit and 
through your grace.  Father, we ask these things in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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