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When we first started out in the book of Revelation, we mentioned that we 
weren't going to have a lot of places where we would try to say “this equals that.” 
In other words, we were not going to wonder what the tenth horn on the seventh 
head meant. We were going to try to see what the imagery meant in a broader way, 
especially connecting the imagery with the Old Testament. Well, today, we are 
going to be put to the test a bit, because the Scripture itself is doing some of the 
interpreting. The text itself says “this equals that.” Seven times in our passage we 
have an explanation of what we saw in the first part of the chapter. Last week we 
saw that the harlot is the counterfeit church. This week we are going to see the 
counterfeit church explained, and we are also going to see a preview of the 
destruction of the harlot. 

Our passage starts with great amazement. The angel tells John not to be 
amazed, because he is going to explain to John all about the vision. The mystery 
will be revealed. We saw last week also that the harlot rides on the beast. That 
means that the counterfeit church is dependent on the power of the world. We 
cannot understand the harlot without understanding the beast. Indeed, a good deal 
of the passage is talking more about the beast than about the counterfeit church. 
The beast is the counterfeit of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is not only the King of 
Kings and the Lord of Lords, but He is also the One Who was, is, and is to come. 
Well, the beast is obviously the counterfeit of Jesus Christ, because language that 
is similar to that is what we find in verse 8. The beast “was, and is not, and is to 
come.” Close, but no cigar, as the saying goes. Instead of being always present for 
all eternity, like Jesus is, this beast will be a case of “now you see him, now you 
don't.” The beast, if you recall, had a counterfeit death and resurrection, such that 
people marveled over it. However, he will not be around forever. He is headed for 
complete destruction, as verse 8 makes quite clear. 

This leads us to the first “this is that” comment. The angel tells John that the 
seven heads mean two things: first, they stand for seven mountains on which the 
woman sits. Rome was famous for being located on seven hills. Secondly, they 
stand for seven kings, five of whom are fallen, one now is, and the last is still to 
come. The beast himself is on the same level as the seven kings, as verse 11 tells 
us. What does this mean? As verse 9 says, this calls for a mind with wisdom. 
Maybe the most common interpretation of these 7 kings is that they stand for 
seven of the known Roman emperors. The problem with that is which emperor do 
you start with? Three have been proposed: Julius Caesar, Augustus Caesar, and 
Caligula Caesar. Add to that the fact that we are not rock solid sure when 
Revelation was written, and it becomes very precarious to try to match up 7 kings 



with 7 Roman emperors. Remember that the number 7 is almost always symbolic 
in Revelation. If the 7 heads do refer to emperors, then that is not all that they refer 
to. They have to refer to more than that. It seems that Rome is definitely present 
here in John's vision, but only as one example of a much bigger idea. What is 
happening here is that John is describing the relationship of the counterfeit church 
to the beast. The counterfeit church depends heavily on state power. 

During the time of the Reformation, almost all the Reformers understood 
the harlot to be the Roman Catholic Church. They viewed the Roman Catholic 
Church as no true church, and the Roman Catholic Church was heavily dependent 
on secular power, and it was based in Rome. There are a lot of things that fit this 
picture, even the last part of the chapter, where the beast turns against the harlot, 
even as many secular governments are turning against the Roman Catholic Church 
even today. Still, though I believe that the Roman Catholic Church is a good 
illustration of what John is talking about, it still doesn't seem to me to be the whole 
truth. The counterfeit church is bigger than the Roman Catholic Church. Today, we 
can see many counterfeit churches out there, of which the Roman Catholic church 
is only one. For instance, there are many cults out there based on individual 
personalities like Benny Hinn, John Hagee, Kenneth Copeland, and T.D. Jakes. 
Then there is the health and wealth gospel. False teachers such as Oral Roberts, 
Kenneth Hagin, and Joel Osteen teach that “salvation” is all about having your 
best life now. The Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses are another part of this 
equation, denying that Jesus is fully God. More and more, liberal theology is 
taking over the mainline denominations such as the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, the United Methodist Church, The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, and even some of the Baptist denominations. Theological 
liberalism attacks God's Word and therefore God Himself, and is not part of 
Christianity at all. All of these things together (and lots more things, I'm sure) 
make up the harlot. 

Then who are the seven kings? They are part of the beast, not the harlot, 
and they stand for all ungodly government that seeks to attack the church and 
support the harlot. When John says that five are gone, one now is, and there is one 
still to come, John is saying that the end is near. We are far closer to the end than 
to the beginning. In other words, rather than trying to match up these seven kings 
with actual Roman emperors, it seems more useful to ask the question of what 
they mean, not who they are. What they mean is secular government that attacks 
the church, wherever and whenever that is. 

What are the ten horns, then? Well, they are ten kings who have a very short 
time to rule with the beast. Whoever they are (and I have no earthly idea if they 
are literal kings or whether this is a symbol, though I lean towards the symbolic 
interpretation), they are united against the Lord and against His anointed, as Psalm 
2 would say. They have one mind: to give all their power to the beast, as verse 13 



says. As you can probably tell, this passage of Scripture has invited some pretty 
wild interpretations. Back in the 1970's, people thought that the ten kings 
represented the European Union, which at the time had only 9 members. So, the 
interpretation was that when the tenth member joined that would be the sign of the 
end. Of course, that interpretation has significant problems now that there are 28 
countries who have their membership in the EU! Remember, any interpretation of 
Revelation that limits the relevance to only a small time in history is not likely to 
be correct. The main thing about the ten kings is that they will make war with 
Jesus and the church, and they will lose spectacularly, as verse 14 makes very 
clear. 

The next “this is that” statement comes in verse 15, where the waters where 
the harlot sits are peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues. This is a very 
powerful harlot. She has control over a simply gigantic number of people. Of 
course, Rome was thought to sit on the Mediterranean Sea. But, as we have seen, 
we cannot limit the harlot to everything Roman. The harlot is a much bigger idea 
than just Rome. The harlot is the counterfeit church in all ages.  

The beast and the harlot will eventually have a falling out. Verses 16-17 tell 
us about this. The principle here is that evil will self-destruct. Both the beast and 
the harlot are completely evil. The beast (secular government that is opposed to 
Jesus Christ) and the harlot (the counterfeit church) will eventually not be able to 
get along at all. The beast will turn against the harlot. And the beast is far more 
powerful than the harlot. The language here is that of utter desolation and 
destruction. The language comes from the descriptions of the destruction of Judah 
in Ezekiel 16 and 23. The beast, having lost his battle with the Lamb, will turn on 
his allies. So often this is true, isn't it? The evil person will hatch a plan to get his 
way. His plan backfires, and the first thing he does is to blame his allies, his 
partners in crime. That is what happens here. In effect, he blames the harlot for 
losing the battle with Jesus. 

The last “this is that” statement occurs in verse 18. The woman is described 
as “that great city which reigns over the kings of the earth.” There is a fairly 
obvious connection to Rome here. As we have seen, other hints that we have point 
to something greater than Rome. Rome is part of what John is talking about. Of 
course it is. That was the whole world of John's first-century readers. As God's 
Word, however, Revelation also speaks to the church in history and in our time, 
and to the end of the world. To sum up what we have seen so far then, the beast is 
secular governments that oppose Jesus Christ (Rome was a good example of this 
in the first century, and America is becoming an even better example of this in the 
twenty-first century); and the harlot is the counterfeit church that depends on 
secular power, but will eventually be betrayed by that same secular power.   

So, what do we make of this, and how does this passage instruct and help us 
to live for Jesus? The first thing we see is that evil is temporary, but God is eternal. 



The ten horns only have power for one hour. The seven kings are already mostly 
done. And the harlot and the beast will have a falling out. Evil will self-destruct. 
That might be difficult for us to see, living as we are in extremely evil times. We 
might think that there is nothing that can be done about all this evil, and that all we 
can do is watch it happen. Of course, that is not true. Jesus has already conquered 
evil at the cross, and is continually conquering evil today. Being on Jesus' side 
means being on the winning side. Are you on the winning side? The side that 
opposes Jesus will lose. John predicts it here in God's Holy Word, which has never 
yet failed in a single one of its predictions. 

Secondly, stand firm in the faith. That is the main temptation in the time of 
trial, and when evil seems so strong. But notice the reason why we can stand firm. 
In verse 8, the angel speaks of those who names are not written in the Book of Life 
from the foundation of the world. Then, at the end of verse 14, the angel speaks 
about those who “are called, chosen, and faithful.” So, the contrast is obvious. 
Those who belong to the beast and the harlot are not found in the book of life. 
Those who belong to Jesus are called, chosen, and faithful. The ground of why we 
can remain steadfast is the steadfast love of our God that is directed towards us 
even before the foundation of the world. 

Thirdly, if you are not a believer, then know this: you cannot win against 
God. People who think that they are thwarting God's plan will only find out that 
they are bringing it to completion. Evil will self-destruct, and wind up serving that 
which is good. If you walk the path of evil, do not be surprised to find out that it 
will not satisfy you. What happens between the harlot and the beast happens on the 
inside of all those who pursue evil for fun: the evil will turn on you and destroy 
you. 

Lastly, make sure you can recognize the counterfeit church and the beast for 
what they are, and do not become vulnerable to their charms. They are counterfeits 
of the real thing, which is Jesus Christ and His church. And Jesus will conquer, 
and so will his church.       


