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The Great “I AM” in the Storms 

Mark 6:45-52 

Series:  Christ Our Focus 

 

1. Introduction 

a. We have seen Jesus before in a storm  

i. He was with the Disciples but asleep in the boat 

ii. The disciples wake him with a rebuke—yet Jesus shows 

incredible mercy to them 

iii. In that storm, Jesus commands the wind and waves to 

stop and they listen to his bidding. 

b. God has control of the storms but what about when God sends 

you into the storm? 

 

c. Verses 45-46 –  

i. Because of the feeding, according to the word of God, 

many sought Jesus to be their King.  They willing to 

rebel against Rome if they could have a King over them 

that could produce the miraculous 

1. John 6:13-15  So they gathered them up and filled 

twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley 

loaves left by those who had eaten.  (14)  When the 

people saw the sign that he had done, they said, 

"This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the 

world!"  (15)  Perceiving then that they were about 

to come and take him by force to make him king, 

Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.   

2. Christ sending the Disciples away and retreating to 

the mountaintops to pray is His refusal to be made 

an earthly king. 

ii. Verse 45 – we see that Christ sends the disciple away to 

other the side.   

1. immediately – Greek Word is euthy eankasen – 

they were compelled post haste 

2. Christ hustles them away 

3. The disciples are sent directly into a storm 

iii. Verse 46 –  

1. He wanted the disciple to leave in order to quash a 

groundswell of sentiment that wanted to make him 

king.   
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2. Jesus retreats to pray – all three times in the book 

of Mark – Mark 1:35 (decision to leave and go 

elsewhere to preach); Here; 14:35-39 (the night of 

betrayal) 

a. Jesus praying when it is nighttime 

b. Lonely place 

c. In each Jesus is making a formative decision 

3. Jesus shows and reaffirms by prayer his calling to 

express his divine Sonship as a servant rather that 

as a freedom fighter against Rome.   

2. Verses 47-50 

a. Verse 47 – 

i. The boat is on the sea and Jesus is not with them 

1. Can the disciples be truly alone 

2. Are they beyond the  

b. Verse 48 – 

i. He saw them – through the storm 

1. Christ was praying for them with the same 

compassion that he had on the crowd. 

a. John 17:9-11  I am praying for them. I am 

not praying for the world but for those 

whom you have given me, for they are 

yours. (10)  All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine, and I am glorified in them. (11)  

And I am no longer in the world, but they 

are in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Holy Father, keep them in your name, which 

you have given me, that they may be one, 

even as we are one. 

ii. They were straining – basanizein – to be tormented 

1. We are sometimes going to go through situations 

that are going to seem unbearable but Christ keeps 

an ever-watchful eye on us.   

2. The temptation is going to be to give up but we 

cannot succumb to temptation 

a. 1 Corinthians 10:13  No temptation has 

overtaken you that is not common to man. 

God is faithful, and he will not let you be 

tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
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temptation he will also provide the way of 

escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

iii. The fourth watch – between 3 am to 6 am – they have 

been fighting this storm for hours 

iv. Walking on the water – in the OT only God walks on 

water –  

1. Job 9:8  who alone stretched out the heavens and 

trampled the waves of the sea; 

2. Job 38:16  "Have you entered into the springs of 

the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep? 

3. Psalms 77:19  Your way was through the sea, your 

path through the great waters; yet your footprints 

were unseen. 

v. Pass by them – In revealing Himself –  

1. In Exodus God passes Moses and shows him His 

transcendent glory. 

2. In Mt. Horeb the lord revealed his presence to 

Elijah in ―passing by‖ 

3. Job 9:8  who alone stretched out the heavens and 

trampled the waves of the sea…Job 9:11  Behold, 

he passes by me, and I see him not; he moves on, 

but I do not perceive him. 

4. Verse 49 – their superstition testifies that they 

thought something incredible was happening—

something that defied human understanding.   

c. Verse 50 – Take heart; it is I.  Do not be afraid. 

i. It is I – the Greek construct of ―I AM‖ (EGO EIMI).   

1. Jesus takes the name of God 

2. The one who calmed the storm is the one who now 

appears in the storm, the ―I AM‖ of God.   

 

3. Verses 51-52 – Stilling the Storm 

a. Verse 51 – He gets in and the storm is stilled 

i. Only with Christ in the boat, does the storm cease.  This 

is a theoretical truth and a practical one as well.  Peace 

and safety for disciples is found in being with Jesus. 

1. Separation from Jesus brings the disciples into 

distress. 

2. Jesus’ presence calms the storms. 

ii. The disciples are perplexed 
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1. The deeper Christ demonstrates who He is the 

more the disciples realize that they have no clue to 

who he really is.   

a. Their understanding is insufficient. 

b. Verse 52 – They did not understand…their hearts where 

hardened.   

i. Not only outsiders can be hardened but insiders can be as 

well. 

ii. Faith is not inevitable when we know Jesus or have been 

with Jesus.  Faith is inevitable when a personal decision 

or choice to surrender to the self-disclosure of Christ is 

made.   

iii. The disciples are in more danger of this hardness of heart 

than they were of the physical storm that they were in.   

 

4. Benediction –  

a. Psalms 147:1-5  Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises 

to our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.  (2)  

The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of 

Israel.  (3)  He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 

wounds.  (4)  He determines the number of the stars; he gives to 

all of them their names.  (5)  Great is our Lord, and abundant in 

power; his understanding is beyond measure. 


