
Saved from WHAT?
Romans 5:9

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.

REVIEW

If we are to understand the immense importance of the Book of Romans, indeed, of all the Bible, and of 
our calling...we must get a handle on that from which a person must be saved. In the introduction of 
this book, why, according to Paul, was he not ashamed of the Gospel?  Because it is the power of God 
unto salvation from the wrath of God.   Paul elaborates in Romans 1:18 …

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness.

We are not being saved from the drudgery of housework.  We are not being saved from a bad hip.  We 
are not being saved from a boring job, or hair loss, or the removal of a limb, or a death in the family!  
We are declaring salvation from . . . THE WRATH OF GOD!  Let's review what we learned ….

I. For the wrath of God … 

Though despised by the world, this topic is presented here as matter-of-factly and unapologetically as 
the Christmas story or Jesus bidding little children to come unto Him.

II. [For the wrath of God] is revealed …  

apokalupto – to unveil.  Sinful man may not see or want to see it, but God reveals it.  How?

     A. In the Scriptures.  For example:

OT – “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
           a little.” (Ps. 2:10)

NT –  “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall 
not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36)

      

     B. By His Messengers 

OT – Warn the people, God tells Ezekiel, that “their silver and their gold shall not be able to 
         deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD.”  (Eze. 7:19)

NT – “O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” (Lk. 3:7)

     C. By Nature

Who can look on the fury of disease or pestilence or predation, of tornadoes, floods, and fires, 
and not wonder about the coming wrath of God?

     D. Through the Conscience 

Oh how the voice within can not let us rest, but cries out that there have been crimes committed 
against a holy God – violence, rebellion and rejection against our Maker!  Men are “convicted 
by their own conscience” (Jn. 8:9), their “own conscience bearing witness” (Rom. 2:15).



III. [For the wrath of God is revealed] fr  om heaven …  

     A. The place of majesty, glory, perfection, and power!

     B. The place of full exposure, where all is open, manifest, undeniable, and in the sight of all!

IV. [For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven] against   all   ungodliness and unrighteousness of men...  

     A. Ungodliness – Vertical.  1st table of the Law. This word means “impiety” toward God, or neglect 
          of the worship and honor due to him.  It refers to the fact that people had failed to honor the true   
          God and paid to idols the homage due to him. Many people suppose that if they do not neglect 
          their duty to their fellow-men, if they are honest and upright in their dealings, they are not guilty, 
          even though they do not do their duty to God ... as though it were a less crime to dishonor God 
          than man; and as though it were innocence to neglect our Maker and Redeemer!

     B. Unrighteousness – Horizontal.  2nd table of the Law.  This is dishonoring people in authority.  It is 

          hating, cursing, and disparaging people. It is whoremongering and adultery.  It is stealing money, 
          time, and reputation.  It is boasting, lying, and manipulating.  It is coveting what people have.

V. [For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men] 

     who hold the truth in unrighteousness.

     A. “Hold” → to suppress, to put in a box and sit on the lid.  This is holding truth as a captive so that 
           it should not influence a person. “An unrighteous wicked heart is the dungeon in which many a  
           good truth is detained and buried.”  – Matthew Henry

     B. This suppression can be explained with 3 words: 

1. Delay – People find it very hard to hold on to utter fear long term.  An adaptation occurs.  

    “Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the 

                  sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.” (Ecc. 8:11)  Compare II Peter 3:3-10.

2. Delight – The flesh really delights in pleasure and holds on to it at the neglect of truth.  

    “The lusts of other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.” (Mark 4:19)

3. Delude – Those ignoring the wrath of God are deluded.  The serpent deluded the woman in  
    the Garden saying, “Ye shall not surely die” (Gen. 3:4), and fools have been believing him  
    ever since.  But the Bible says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man  
    soweth, that shall he also reap.” (Gal. 6:7)

Let's now turn our attention to our text for today, Romans 5:9.

I. A Definition of the Wrath of God

     orge' – involves an earnest appetite or desire.  It denotes God's antagonism to sin, holy and lasting

     displeasure, anger, indignation, righteous vengeance, and repugnance with sin, along with need for 

     retribution.  God is loving and merciful, but that doesn't mean He winks at sin.  See Exodus 34:5-7.



II. Caution 

     To describe God we must use words that man understands, but we must not assume that God has the 
     vices that accompany when applied to man. God is not like a hot head who's going to get even. 

III. On this conservative theologians agree:

     A. Wrath is the NATURAL EXPRESSION of God's nature.

     1. Not an aberration, a slip in an unguarded moment, or a contradiction of other virtues.

      2. God's nature is holiness, which finds outrageous anything contrary to it.

           3. God's deeds which flow from His holiness are righteous, a perfect continuum from holiness.

     B. God's wrath is therefore JUST AND PROPER.

1. It therefore needs and bears no apology.

2. Who has the right to appraise it anyway? And what change could an appraisal possibly effect?

     C. God's wrath is INDIGNANT.

1. God assures us there is this emotional component. He is incensed. He is outraged. 

2. This aspect of wrath provides more cause for man to be intimidated and tremble (Ps. 76:6-7).

     D. God's wrath is VIOLENT.

     1. See, for example, Rev. 6:12-17.

     E. God's wrath is IRREPRESSIBLE.

     1. “God will not withdraw his anger.” (Job 9:13)

     2. “God will bring evil, and will not call back his words.” (Isa. 31:2)

     F. God's wrath is a CONSUMING FIRE.  (Heb. 12:29) 

 1. It can cause DREADFUL HORROR.

  2. It can break forth VERY SUDDENLY.

 3. It can BURN VEHEMENTLY.

4. It can catch people ASLEEP.

5. It can bring GREAT DESOLATION.

6. It can SPARE NONE.  

7. It can TORMENT GREATLY.  

IV. Nothing pictures the horrors of God's wrath more than hell itself.

     A. Old Testament Word Translated "Hell" – Sheol -- can mean "abode of the dead" or at times 
          merely "the grave."  It does not point with much clarity to endless retribution, but does reflect the 
          belief in a continued future existence and carries the connotation of doom and hopelessness. 



     B. New Testament Words Translated “Hell”

     1. Tartaros -- appears once, in II Pet. 2:4, as the prison for fallen angels awaiting judgment.

2. Hades -- associated with destruction and the kingdom of evil in Matt. 16:18 and confinement 
    in prison in Rev. 1:18.

3. Gehenna -- used 13 times in the NT, all but once by Christ (also James 3:6), and indisputably 
    refers to the place of retributive suffering.  The word derives its meaning from the Hebrew  
    word meaning the Valley of Hinnom, an ever-burning filthy refuse pit outside Jerusalem.  

     C. The Nature of Hell 

Indicated by the repeated reference to everlasting punishment (Matt. 25:46); everlasting fire (Matt. 
18:8); everlasting chains (II Thess. 1:8); the eternal fire (Jude 7); the pit of the abyss (Rev. 9:2,11); 
outer darkness (Matt. 8:12); the wrath of God (Rom. 2:5); second death (Rev. 21:8); eternal destruction 
from the face of God (II Thess. 1:9); and eternal sin (Mark 3:29). 

Torments in hell to consider: association forever with the wicked; eternal separation from loved ones;  
eternal separation from God; eternal darkness; unspeakable sorrow; sting of memory; guilty conscience; 
unsatisfied lustful cravings; utter hopelessness; and unquenchable flames.

     D. The Duration of Hell 

Explicitly stated as "everlasting."  Aionios: forever.  When used with the preposition eis it always 
means duration without end.  The same words are used to refer to God, Christ, the Holy Spirit, 
blessings for believers, and punishment of the wicked (for example, Matt. 25:46).  The gulf is fixed 
(Luke 16:26).  The worm doesn't die, and the fire isn't quenched (Mark 9:48).  The smoke of the 
wicked's torment goes up forever and ever. (Rev. 14:11).  The beast and false prophet are alive after 
1,000 years in the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20, 20:10).  This is where the lost are cast (Rev. 20:12-15, 21:8). 
It would have been better for Judas not to have been born (Matt. 26:24).  

     E. The Words of Jesus Christ

The chief objections to the doctrine of endless punishment in hell are not biblical, but speculative.  
People don’t want to believe, so they figure out a way to disbelieve.  Scriptures are used sparingly and 
without context.  Attempts to explain this text are rare: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Such texts say more than a thousand pages of human logic.

The strongest support of the doctrine of endless punishment is the teaching of Jesus Christ.  The other 
Scriptures teach it too, but the explicit and reiterated statements of God incarnate make it extremely 
hard to deny.  Jesus gives a large mass of solemn threatenings.  He, the judge of the quick and the dead, 
took it upon Himself to warn of endless retribution.  “I will forewarn you,” He said.

Christ could not have warned men so frequently and earnestly against “the fire that never shall be 
quenched” and “the worm that dieth not” had He known that there is no future peril.  The omniscient 
being who declared there would be a day of judgment and a final sentence could not possibly have 
believed that everyone will eventually end up holy and happy.  To threaten a class of persons with 
“everlasting punishment” while knowing that actually they will be at worst non-existent and at best in 
heaven would be cruel.  And for the persons threatened, it would have been a terror only if they 
believed the obvious and literal interpretation of what the Savior said. The simple and honest reading of 
Christ’s words will convince the unprejudiced that the Redeemer of sinners knew that the devil, 
demons, and impenitent people are doomed to endless punishment.



20 Objections to the Doctrine of Hell Answered

1. “Aren't the wicked destroyed?” (Ps. 9:5)  
Destruction does not mean annihilation.   Noah's generation was destroyed (Luke 17:29) but will yet 
come up for judgment (Matt. 11:24).

2. “Don't the wicked die in their sins?” (John 8:21)  
Death is not extinction but separation.  See the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) and the souls 
under the altar (Rev. 6:9-11).  All of them had died.

3. “Isn't hell just a state of mind – depression, anguish, etc. ?”
Jesus does not describe hell as a mindset during life but a place after death.  “But I will forewarn you 
whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto 
you, Fear him."  (Luke 12:5)

4. “I think everyone goes to heaven in the end.”
“But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and 
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death.”  (Rev. 21:8)

5. “Everyone just dies, and that's the end.”
“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”  (Heb. 9:27)

6. “Some people go to heaven, and the rest end at death.”
“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels.”  (Matt. 25:41)

7. “The wicked will be raised at the end of the Millennium but only to be annihilated.”
“And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.” (Rev. 14:11)

8. “When people die they come back to life in another body.”
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” (Ecc. 9:10)  And again, “And as it is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.”  (Heb. 9:27)

9. “Hell is where the fun of sin will be.”
“And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched.”  (Mark 9:43)

10. “In hell a person could be rejoined with a friend.”
Friends don't want friends to come. “Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest 
send him to my father's house: For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also 
come into this place of torment.” (Luke 16:27-28)

11. “No loving God could allow people to suffer in hell forever.”
God is who He is, and we will face Him. “Prepare to meet thy God.”(Amos 4:12)  Actually, in love 
God provided the one way to escape hell: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)



12.  “The sympathy the saved would have for former companions now in hell would prevent their 
own happiness in heaven, wouldn't it?”
We will know as we are known (I Cor. 13:12) and hence will have the same peace as does God.

13. “There must be a second chance by which those who so desire can escape hell.”
To “die in sin” (John 8:21) is to be hopelessly lost. “When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall 
perish.” (Prov. 11:7)

14. “But isn’t the suffering to which sinners are sentenced for their enlightenment, in which case 
one day they may learn their lesson and should be released?”
Look at the vicarious suffering of Christ.  He did not die for our education.  The cross was judicial 
and punitive. “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.” (Isa. 53:5)  

15. “Doesn’t Jesus preach to the spirits in prison (I Pet. 3:19)?   This shows there is ability for 
those in hell to comprehend salvation and be saved, yes?”
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.” (II Pet. 1:20)

16. “But God owes us another chance!”
God has already extended something He does not owe us: the opportunity of forgiveness now.  If we do 
not receive it in this life, we have missed our chance.  If words have any meaning, all hope ends with 
the grave. “We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of 
God in vain.” (II Cor. 6:1)  “Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your heart.” (Heb. 3:7)  

17. “But what of the 'heathen'?”
“Who, knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death.” (Rom. 
1:32)  “There is no respect of persons with God.  For as many as have sinned without [written] law 
shall also perish without [written] law.” (Rom. 2:11)  “The Gentiles show the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience bearing witness, and their thoughts accusing, in the day when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 2:14-15)  “Remember that ye being in time past 
Gentiles, were at that time without hope, and without God in the world.” (Eph. 2:11-12)

18. “But what of babies?”
The lost are damned for unbelief in Jesus Christ. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36)  
Babies are not capable to believe the gospel and hence are safe till reaching an age of accountability.

19. “Why must punishment be endless?”
Because in eternity punishment is purely punishment, not chastisement or calamity.  It is thus wholly 
retrospective, not prospective as is chastisement. Hence, punishment should last as long as guilt lasts.  
Lapse of time does not convert guilt into innocence. “Whosoever shall keep the whole law and offend 
in one point is guilty of all.” (James 2:10)  One sin makes guilt, and guilt makes hell.

20. Then there is no hope ever to get out of hell?
The human conscience will bear witness in that day.  It expects endless punishment.  This is the 
“fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” (Heb. 
10:27)  The Bible speaks of those who “sorrow as others which have no hope.” (I Thess. 4:13)  
Endless punishment can be expected because sin is an infinite evil—not primarily because it was 
committed by an infinite being but against One of infinite glory and honor.



Some of the Words of Christ on the Topic of Hell

“Then shall He say unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels.  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment.” (Matt 25:41)

“The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing 
and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt 13:41-42)

“He that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.  Unto him that blasphemeth 
against the Holy Ghost, it shall never be forgiven.” (LK 12:9-10)

“He that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16)

“Thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell.” (Matt. 11:23)

“At the end of the world, the angels shall come forth and sever the wicked from among the just, and 
shall cast them into the furnace of fire.” (Matt. 13:49-50)

“The hour is coming in which all that are in their graves shall hear my voice, and shall come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” (John 5:28-29)

DISCUSSION

1. In your own words describe the nature, cause, and recommended response to the wrath of God.

2. How confident are you of the doctrine of hell?   Describe hell.

3. Review the 20 objections to the doctrine of hell, and prepare to answer them.


