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Message #35              Matthew 10:16-25 
 
In the spiritual arena there are many who say they are or want to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.  In 
fact, you hear much these days about discipleship.  There are courses and books and videos all 
about being a disciple.  It has become a popular theme.  But what most fail to realize is that if 
you set your sights on being a disciple of Jesus Christ, you are not destined to win a popularity 
contest.  You will be subjected to ridicule, rejection, insult and persecution.  Being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ on earth is not easy.  It is a tough assignment.  It requires discipline, dedication and 
deprivation.  You will end up with some scars.  You will end up being wounded.  You will have 
your share of difficulties and tears.  It will not be an easy road. 
 
DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST MUST EXIST IN A  HOSTILE  ENVIRONMENT 
AMONG THOSE WHO ARE OUT TO PERSECUTE THEM AND HARM THEM, AND 
THEY MUST CONSTANTLY BE ON GUARD CONCERNING WHAT TH EY DO AND 
SAY. 
 
There is a big difference between being a follower of Jesus Christ and being a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
LESSON #1 – Disciples are sheep among  wolves .  10:16a 
 
Disciples of Christ are attempting to minister in a world that wants to devour them and destroy 
them. 
 
LESSON #2 – Disciples must be as shrewd as  serpents .  10:16b 
 
A serpent is crafty.  It often stays hidden.  A serpent moves carefully and deliberately. 
 
LESSON #3 – Disciples must be as innocent as  doves .  10:16c 
 
LESSON #4 – Disciples must look out for  religious  people who are out to hurt them.  10:17 
 
There is an article before the noun “men,” meaning there is a specific type of man that disciples 
of Christ must spot, namely, religious phonies who are out to do them in. 
 
(Trait #1) - Religious phonies will  deliver  disciples to the religious courts. 
 
The word “courts” is one in Greek that refers to an ecclesiastical court on council, such as the 
Sanhedrin. 
 
(Trait #2) - Religious phonies will  scourge  disciples in the synagogues. 
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LESSON #5 – Disciples will be brought before  political  leaders.  10:18 
 
True disciples of Christ will have opportunities to testify of Jesus Christ before all kinds of 
people.  Now if we keep in mind that Jesus is presenting Himself to be King of the Jews, and He 
says here that His disciples will become a testimony to the Gentiles, we may see here that the 
program of God was going to eventually move from Israel to the Gentiles. 
 
LESSON #6 – Disciples must not be anxious in  witnessing  situations.  10:19-20 
 
When these Jewish disciples were hauled in before leaders, they did not need to worry about 
what they would say because: 1) The Holy Spirit would impress upon them what to say (10:19); 
2) God would speak through them (10:20).  The mention of the Holy Spirit in this Matthew 
context is clearly a reference to Joel 2:28.  It is predicted that just before Christ establishes His 
kingdom for Israel, there will be an outpouring of His Spirit in Daniel’s 70th week, which will 
feature many signs and wonders (Joel 2:28-32).  Christ is clearly thinking about His second 
coming (10:23). 
 
We live in the dispensation that features the indwelling Holy Spirit and it is a staggering thought 
to realize that Almighty God would actually speak to people through His disciples, who testify 
for Him.  God still uses faithful people to speak to other people. 
 
LESSON #7 – Disciples will be betrayed by their own  family  members.  10:21 
 
During the Tribulation, one Jewish family member will turn another Jewish family member in  
to antichrist leadership who will kill them.  Just before Christ returns, there will be terrible 
betrayal. 
 
LESSON #8 – Disciples will be  hated .  10:22 
 
In other words, true disciples of Christ are hated because they are related to Jesus Christ. 
 
LESSON #9 – Disciples must keep  moving  and keep  ministering .  10:23 
 
When disciples are persecuted in one city they should go to another city.  There are some 
examples of men who stayed in one city for years.  For example, John, who was literally at this 
meeting, ended up spending the remaining years of his life in Ephesus.  But there is a principle 
here and that is if not received in one place, go to another. 
 
LESSON #10 – Disciples will be treated like Christ was treated, which means they will be  
                               falsely  accused.  10:24-25 
 
Those who really are disciples of Christ will discover there will be those who will try to discredit 
them and put doubts in other’s mind concerning the things God is doing.  You purpose to follow 
Jesus Christ and you will have your share of pressures and problems; but you will also have great 
treasures and rewards in heaven. 


