
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 11-8-15 AM NOTES 
“EMBRACING GRACE GIVING” 

2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-15 
#3 (Final) in Series, “Grace Giving” 

 
Review: The Examples of Grace Giving; Discernment in Grace Giving  
 
1 Corinthians 15:10 (NKJV) “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored 
more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.” 
 
“The most outrageous example of materialism in the name of Christianity is, unquestionably, the heretical Word Faith 
movement, or Health and Wealth Gospel. Its proponents unabashedly proclaim that God’s will is for all believers to be rich. If 
they claim riches by faith and speak positively of them, that verbal confession itself creates the wealth. Word Faith teachers 
insist that God is obligated to deliver the goods believers request. They are so bold as to replace the sovereign God of Scripture 
with the sovereignty of the believer who wields creative power to make himself healthy and wealthy by his own faith. God 
becomes a utilitarian genie who grants believer’s every desire.”                                                                          �John MacArthur 
 
Luke 12:20-21 (NKJV) “20 But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things 
be which you have provided?' 21 So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.” 
 
I.       The Promise of God Concerning Grace Giving (v. 6) 
 
II.      The Pleasure of God in Grace Giving (v. 7) 
 

A. God Is Pleased by Giving Without Casualness (v. 7a) 
 

B. God Is Pleased by Giving Without Complaint (v. 7b) 
 

C. God Is Pleased by Giving Without Compulsion (v. 7c) 
 
III.     The Potential of Grace Giving (vv. 8-11a) 
 

A. The Source�“God is Able” (v. 8a) 
 
B. The Supply� “…to make all grace abound toward you…” (v. 8b) 

 
C. The Sufficiency (vv. 8c -11a) 

 
Philippians 4:19 (NKJV) “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
 
Deuteronomy 15:10 (NIV) “Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord 
your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.” 
 
2 Corinthians 9:10-11a (NIV) “10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way 
so that you can be generous on every occasion…”  

 
IV.      The Product of Grace Giving�Gratitude and Glory to God (vv. 11b-15) 
 

“If our churches and other ministries would get back to grace giving, there would be fewer high-pressure offering appeals, 
fewer gimmicks to raise funds, and fewer complaints from the people of God. Instead, there would be plenty of money 
available for the ministries that truly magnify the grace of God. And I think that the unsaved people in the world would sit 
up and take notice!”                                                                                                                                      �Warren Weirsbe 
 



First Baptist Church 
Sermon 3:  Embracing Grace Giving 
Series:  Grace Giving 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 
Let me reiterate what I said in the first message in this series. I am extremely disappointed that many 
Bible teachers place tithing and grace giving as enemies, and thus mutually exclusive of each another. 
They would say that if you believe in tithing, you have forsaken grace giving. If you practice grace 
giving, you have rejected tithing. I believe that when we look at the whole of Scripture, the norm for a 
Christian is to tithe, and then give above the tithe– all by grace!  
It is true that tithing can become legalistic and thus “graceless” giving, but so can Bible reading, sharing 
our faith, and attending church. Just as with these examples of Bible reading, witnessing, and attending 
church, tithing does not have to be legalistic. By legalistic we are referring to an act that is done in our 
own strength to earn acceptance from God. By definition, to do any act (including tithing) in our own 
strength to earn God’s acceptance would mean that act is without grace. “Earned grace” is an oxymoron.  
Tithing can be an act of grace giving. Just because tithing was required under the Mosaic Law does not 
mean that it has to be used in a legalistic way in our day of grace. I believe that the tithe is a great place to 
start giving. In reality, everything we do is to be done as an act of gratitude to God, looking to Him for the 
power and ability to do it. 1 Corinthians 15:10 (NKJV):  “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His 
grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of 
God which was with me.” Again, tithing is a great place to start your giving, but it is a horrible place to 
stop giving. Grace giving will lead us to tithe and go way beyond the tithe. 
Many Christians in reaction to the heresy of the health, wealth, and prosperity gospel have skipped over 
the glorious truths of how God desires to bless his children through grace giving. John MacArthur has a 
very accurate word about this false gospel.  

The most outrageous example of materialism in the name of Christianity is, 
unquestionably, the heretical Word Faith movement, or Health and Wealth Gospel. Its 
proponents unabashedly proclaim that God’s will is for all believers to be rich. If they 
claim riches by faith and speak positively of them, that verbal confession itself creates the 
wealth. Word Faith teachers insist that God is obligated to deliver the goods believers 
request. They are so bold as to replace the sovereign God of Scripture with the sovereignty 
of the believer who wields creative power to make himself healthy and wealthy by his own 
faith. God becomes a utilitarian genie who grants believer’s every desire.  
[John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 2 Corinthians, page 312] 

In responding to this heresy, we often overreact and miss the glorious God-promised results of grace 
giving. God has a very different view of money and the stuff that money can buy than the Health Wealth 
“speak riches into existence” crowd. The focus of the Scripture is not pseudo-Christian materialism; the 
emphasis of Scripture is giving with a right heart attitude of gratitude. The result of that giving is not a 
Rolls Royce, a Bentley, a mansion on earth, and a private jet; it is joy, having our basic needs met, and 
having more to give.  
Far from giving His people gaudy wealth here on earth, God rebukes the wealthy landowner who looked 
to the wealth he had gained as being his own and stored it up for himself. We read in Luke 12:20-21 
(NKJV):  “But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those 
things be which you have provided?' So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.” It is not that God doesn’t reward those who are generous; it is that the reward comes primarily in 
heaven. The primary reward here on earth is the joy of seeing God give back more to the giver so that the 
giver’s needs are met, and that he has more to give.  
 



I.  The Promise of God Concerning Grace Giving (v 6) 
Paul explains how God responds to grace giving by using agricultural language. Even if you were never 
on a farm, you will be able to understand this. Paul is comparing grace giving to a farmer sowing seed, 
and then receiving a great crop. Every farmer knows that the size of the harvest is directly proportionate 
to the amount of seed sown. This law of sowing and reaping is one of those laws in the physical realm 
that has a counterpart in the spiritual realm. If a farmer scrimps on the sowing of seed, he is going to be 
disappointed when harvest time comes.  
Another principle of sowing and reaping is that we reap more than we sow, but in proportion to what we 
sow. In verse 6, Paul says that if we sow sparingly (stingy), we reap sparingly. That’s why I don’t 
understand “minimalist” thinking. It goes something like this: “Do I have to give one tenth of my gross 
pay or a tenth of my net pay?” That is an attitude that says, “What is the minimum amount I can get by 
with to earn God’s favor and not have Him angry with me?” The real question is, “How much above the 
tithe would He have me give?”  
Another principle is that we reap later than we sow. There is a time period between when a farmer sows 
his crop, and when the harvest comes in. You don’t give today and expect the reaping by in the morning. 
There is a time period of waiting, and trusting that the Lord of the harvest will provide.  
When the reaping comes, it may not be in the form of unexpected cash– a raise, an inheritance, an 
investment that begins to turn a profit, etc. It may be in the form of a car getting an additional 30,000 
miles on it without any problems. It may be that the washing machine makes it another year, or that the 
University of Tennessee reduces tuition for your student going there (no, I doubt that one would happen). 
The point is that when we give, God will meet our real needs so that we will have more to give.  
R. G. Letourneau was very successful in manufacturing large earthmoving equipment. Before he became 
wealthy, Letourneau gave a tithe of his income every year. Soon, the company prospered and he gave 
20%. As time went by, he prospered so greatly that he was giving 90% of his income, and living on 10%. 
Someone asked him how he could do that. His answer was, “I shovel money to God’s causes and He 
shovels back to me, and God has the bigger shovel”. When we sow bountifully, God then gives it back, 
and he gives back even more bountifully. Some of (perhaps most of) the reward will be realized in 
heaven, but He gives here all that we need to meet our basic needs, and to have enough to give where He 
directs.  
When we generously give as God directs, Jesus said that we are storing up treasures in heaven. If you 
refuse grace giving, and invest all that God allows you control over in houses, and lands, and trinkets here 
on earth, every birthday is a reminder that you are one year closer to leaving all that you value behind. 
That causes despair.  
However, if you have generously and graciously given to kingdom causes, every birthday is a reminder 
that you are one year closer to your treasure you have stored up in heaven. When we have stored up 
treasures in heaven, death is not the ultimate loss; it is the door we go through to receive and enjoy for 
eternity the gain of grace giving.   
 

II.  The Pleasure of God in Grace Giving (v 7) 
Not all giving pleases God. God is pleased with a “cheerful giver”. Men, suppose it is your wife’s 
birthday, and you come home with something you stopped at a garage sale and picked up on the way 
home. You throw the gift on her lap, and say, “Well, it’s your birthday, and I read somewhere husbands 
ought to get their wives a gift on their birthday, so here it is”. I’m not sure how she would respond, but I 
promise you she will not be pleased with you. God loves all of His children, even if they are stingy givers, 
grouchy givers, or reluctant givers, but God takes delight in cheerful givers. Let’s see a description of the 
giving that pleases God. 



A.   God is Pleased by Giving Without Casualness (v 7a) 
Cheerful giving comes from a purposed heart, not a casual whim, or in an emotional response to a high 
pressured appeal. The word translated “purposes” means predetermined. Spontaneous, casual giving is 
sometimes appropriate, but the regular, consistent giving should be determined beforehand in an 
atmosphere of surrender and prayer.  
How many Christians are supposed to be giving as they have purposed in their heart?  
2 Corinthians 9:7a (NKJV):  “So let each one give…” All are to give, and yet some studies show that four 
of ten church members give nothing to God’s work through their local church. In other words, when it 
comes to giving, some people stop at nothing.   

B.   God is Pleased by Giving Without Complaint (v 7b) 
The word translated grudgingly means “sorrow”, “grief”, or “pain”. Giving is not to be done with 
reluctance or regret. God delights in those who delight in giving. If you do not delight in giving, there is a 
heart problem of some kind.  

C.   God is Pleased by Giving Without Compulsion (v 7c) 
The word “necessity” is translated under compulsion in most versions of the Bible. It means to be under 
pressure, to be forced. I could tell some incidents that would make clear what under compulsion means, 
but I suspect that you already know what it means, and most everyone in the congregation has 
experienced compulsion to give. Generally, we should be careful giving in response to that kind of appeal.  
In verse 7, Paul gives us a summary adjective that describes the kind of giver that God delights in. It is a 
cheerful giver. The word “cheerful” is the Greek word hilaros from which we get the word “hilarious”. It 
means merry, willing, or cheerful. Grace giving that pleases God comes from a hilarious, willing, cheerful 
giver. 
 

III.  The Potential of Grace Giving (v 8-11a) 
While it is possible to give without loving, it is impossible to love without giving. Because God is love, 
He is a giving God. To get the point across about God’s giving to us, Paul uses several universals. Notice 
“all grace”, “all sufficiency”, “all things”, and “every good work”. In the Old Testament, one of God’s 
names is Jehovah Jireh, which means, “The God who gives or provides.” Let’s consider why our Jehovah 
Jireh gives us unlimited potential to give by grace. 

A.   The Source– “God is able” (v 8a) 
Those three words, “God is able”, are the starting point of all faith. When it comes to your giving, God is 
able to enable you to give whatever He guides you to give. You are not the source of your income; your 
employer is not the source of your income; God is the source of your income. When we are purposing in 
our hearts what to give, we are to keep in mind that we are not limited by our resources. God is able. Our 
giving pool is not our limited resources; it is His limitless resources. 

B.   The Supply– “…to make all grace abound toward you…” (v 8b) 
The supply is God’s grace! The supply is God’s unmerited provision of all we need to obey His directions 
for giving– whether it be the starting point of the tithe or thousands of dollars beyond the tithe.  

C.   The Sufficiency (v 8c-11a) 
The philosophers of Paul’s day used that Greek word “sufficiency” to mean independence from people 
and circumstances. They viewed independence as being necessary to happiness. Our sufficiency does not 
depend on independence from people and circumstances, but from absolute dependence on God! Paul 
shared this same truth in other words in Philippians 4:19 (NKJV):  “And my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”.  



The reason that God gives back even more than we sowed is not to enable us to live in extravagance and 
opulence, but so we will “…have an abundance for every good work.” In other words, God continually 
replenishes what we expend in giving, so that we can give more. That is the divine cycle of giving.  
In verse 9, it is this cycle that Paul is illustrating by quoting from Psalm 112:9. The way God has chosen 
to “disperse abroad” His help is to supply His givers so that they can give to needs. I have no doubt that 
all of the finances we will need to carry out the ministries of this church, to expand here, and to start 
satellite campuses of First Baptist Academy in some of the highest crime rate locations in Knox County, 
to revitalize multiple dying churches as He has done at First Baptist Fountain City, to plant churches in 
America’s most lost cities, and take the gospel to unreached people groups abroad, are already or soon 
will be in the hands of people here that He will guide to give to meet the needs. It may be you! That is the 
reason that He has given you more than you need; it is so that you have the resources to give to carry out 
the mission God has given His church here on earth.  
We see this divine cycle of giving again in verses 10-11a (NIV):  “Now he who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that…” So that what? How are you going to finish 
that sentence?  
When God puts more in your hands, is it so that you can live out the American dream, and buy a home 
that makes a statement about your success? Is it so that you can get your dream car, put enough in a 
retirement account that you are assured of having an early retirement to do just what you want to do?  
What did God say? He said, “So that you can be generous on every occasion…” I am confident that God 
puts in every church all of the financial means to accomplish what He will lead that church to do. It is the 
task of the elders to get the vision from God as to what He desires for us to do, and it is the task of each 
person in this church to seek Him as to what their part is, and to be obedient to give out of the abundance 
He has already or will, at just the right time, give you. 
 

IV. The Product of Grace Giving: Gratitude and Glory to God  
(v 11b-15) 

Paul is primarily referring to the anticipated response of the church at Jerusalem to the giving of the 
church at Corinth, but what he expresses is also the universal response to a church that truly believes and 
practices grace giving. When God’s people give as God provides and directs, there is thanksgiving by that 
church, those who are the recipients of the giving, and other churches that are stirred and encouraged by 
seeing what God has done and can do in their congregation. In addition to and alongside the thanksgiving 
is glory given to God. I long for us to see such a financial revival in this church that all connected to the 
church, and other churches won’t be trying to figure out which stewardship program or consultant we 
used, but will give glory to God, and begin to ask Him to repeat it in church after church.  
The primary outcome we should seek and long for is not seeing the needs met (as important as that is), it 
is not that the gospel is going to the unreached and under-reached (as important as that is). The primary 
outcome we must seek is that God would be glorified, magnified, lifted up, and be praised by his people. 
The glory of God must always be our highest desire in all that we do.  
As Paul began to think and write about all of this glory to God through giving, he is reminded of the 
greatest act of giving, and the greatest display of the glory of God– the gift of God sending His only 
begotten Son. 2 Corinthians 9:15 (NKJV):  “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” 
 
Conclusion  
Allow me to close with a quote from Warren Weirsbe that eloquently says what I have on my heart. “If 
our churches and other ministries would get back to grace giving, there would be fewer high-pressure 
offering appeals, fewer gimmicks to raise funds, and fewer complaints from the people of God. Instead, 
there would be plenty of money available for the ministries that truly magnify the grace of God. And I 



think that the unsaved people in the world would sit up and take notice!” [Warren Weirsbe, The Bible Exposition 
Commentary, Volume 1, page 663] If you are in Christ, remember that you were saved because of God’s grace 
giving. “Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.” 

 


