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To Ponder . . . 

Questions to ponder as you prepare to hear from John 8:21-30.

1. When the Jews wondered if Jesus was going to commit suicide,
what did that reveal about their condition?

2. Why didn’t the Jews understand about Jesus’ origins?

3. How would the crucifixion of Christ reveal to the Jews the truth
about His origins?

4. Is the fact that many believed Jesus in this setting good news?

MANY BELIEVED IN HIM
John 8:21-30

Mohammed wrote in the Koran “They said (in boast), ‘We
killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah’; but they
killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to
them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain)
knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a surety they killed
him not.” (Koran, Surah 4:157, Yusuf Ali translation)

John Lennon said, “I believe that what Jesus and Mohammed
and Buddha and all the rest said was right. It's just that the
translations have gone wrong.” What an odd conclusion in light of the
fact that Jesus, Mohammed, and Buddha disagree.

Brad Pitt, heart throb and big screen idol, on why he abandoned
his Southern Baptist upbringing said, “I didn't understand this idea of
a God who says, ‘You have to acknowledge me. You have to say that

2

I'm the best, and then I'll give you eternal happiness. If you won't,
then you don't get it!’ It seemed to be about ego. I can't see God
operating from ego, so it made no sense to me.” (In an interview with
US Magazine on why he turned away from his Southern Baptist
upbringing, “Why Brad Turned Away From Religion,” 10/07/07)

Richard Dawkins, in an interview with Ted Haggard said,  “Oh,
but of course the story of Adam and Eve was only ever symbolic,
wasn’t it? Symbolic?! So Jesus had himself tortured and executed for
a symbolic sin by a non-existent individual? Nobody not brought up
in the faith could reach any verdict other than ‘barking mad’.” (In an
interview with Ted Haggard as part of a British television
documentary entitled “The Root of All Evil”, 2006.)

Friedrich Wilhelm Nietzsche, the same guy who wrote
repeatedly that God is dead, wrote, “It is possible that underneath the
holy fable and disguise of Jesus’ life there lies concealed one of the
most painful cases of martyrdom of knowledge about love (Beyond
Good and Evil, section 269). 

Apparently, the Pharisees and the religious leaders of Jesus’ day
were not the only people in history who doubted the words of this
man from Nazareth. Based on this smattering of evidence from fairly
modern thinkers (and non-thinkers), we must conclude that the world
is still not about to embrace Jesus’ teaching about Himself. So what
if people don’t buy into His insistence that He was God the Son sent
by God the Father from heaven to die on the cross?

The answer to that question is simple. Jesus taught quite plainly
that people who don’t believe Him die in their sins. So? Coupling that
blunt conclusion with other of Jesus’ teaching, you have to conclude
that people who die in their sins enter immediately into the eternal
suffering of Hades or hell. Is there any proof of that? Sure just ask the
people who have died in sin if they would like to have another chance
to believe what Jesus said about Himself. Right! That’s impossible.
Sure it is. But what if Jesus was telling the truth? What if the story
about the rich man and Lazarus that Jesus told according to Luke
sixteen is more than a story? What if things really do work like that?
What if people who die in their sins are eternally lost to suffering?

Contemplating that possibility is enough to make a person think
seriously about believing Jesus. Some folks did believe Him at the
Feast of Tabernacles in the fall of 29. Some still do.  
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Unless You Believe, You Will Die in Your Sins (vv.21-24).

A major reason why people have difficulty embracing Jesus is
because the Savior is not of this world. That fact is clear again in this
part of the Feast of Tabernacles story. Jesus told the people again that
He was going where they could not go. So he said to them again, “I
am going away, and you will seek Me, and you will die in your sin.
Where I am going, you cannot come” (v.21). 

The word again highlights the fact that Jesus repeated what He
had said earlier (7:33-36). He had told the people probably a day or
so earlier that they could not go where He was going. We know from
the advantage of hindsight that this was a reference to His return to
the Heavenly Father after He rose from the dead. The people didn’t
have hindsight and they didn’t catch what Jesus was telling them the
first time He said it nor did they get it this time either.

They could not understand Jesus’ words because they were not
at all like Him nor did they think in the same sphere with Him. They
were experiencing exactly what Jesus was going to tell them
according to verse twenty-three, “You are from below; I am from
above.” Jesus taught spiritual truths to people who were chained to
human and fleshly limitations. There is little surprise that they didn’t
get it.

The Savior pointed out that, as a result of misunderstanding
Jesus, after He was gone people would continue to seek Messiah. He
told the crowd, “You will seek Me.” We know that they did. It was
not that the people really missed Jesus and looked diligently to find
Him. In fact, most of the people were glad to see Him go, especially
the Pharisees and religious leaders. Rather, Jesus revealed that after
He was gone the people would continue to seek for the one who Jesus
really is. The vast number of Jews never believed that Jesus was the
promised Messiah, the Christ. They are still looking and waiting for
Him. And in the mean time, millions have died and continue to die in
their sins and cannot go to where Jesus is—heaven.

Their confusion continued or maybe intensified as the people
now  wondered if the man from Nazareth was contemplating suicide.
So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am
going, you cannot come’?” (v.22). Previously the confused people of
the crowd wrongly concluded that maybe Jesus was going to go
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minister to Gentiles or to the scattered Jews (7:35). Now they
wondered if this Jesus fellow was contemplating suicide. That would
pretty much seal any doubts about Him having come from God
because the Jewish teachers taught that this was a most grievous sin.
It appears that, in their minds, the people had no problem attributing
a grievous sin to Jesus (at least potentially). Therefore, it must also
follow that they didn’t think He came from heaven.

But here is some bold irony. The people wondered if Jesus was
going to commit suicide and then within six months they could have
reasoned (if they believed what He told the disciples) that this is
essentially what He did. Follow the plan. God the Son became man
in order to pay the sacrifice for sins. The sacrifice to cover the cost of
sin is shed blood. Shed blood is essential because, Indeed, under the
law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22). At
the next major feast, the Passover, the religious rulers would whip the
people into a frenzy and they would demand that Pilate crucify Jesus.

Now here is the irony. While the important people thought they
were in control, Jesus actually laid down His life according to His
own will. He had plainly taught the disciples that this was how it
would work out. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay
down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but
I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and
I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from
my Father  (John 10:17-18). After He took His life up again, He
ascended to heaven—where unbelievers cannot go to find Him.

How interesting it is that God uses mere humans to predict His
work or comment on His work when they do not have any idea what
they are saying. A very obvious example of that truth is to be found
in the context of the rulers’ plans to kill Jesus. But one of them,
Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one
man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should
perish.” He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest
that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, and not
for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of God
who are scattered abroad (John 11:49-52). God still uses normal
people in ways similar to this with a certain amount of regularity.
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The people in the crowd that day argued, debated, and drew
conclusions about what Jesus planned to do. How sad that people
argue about, contemplate, and draw conclusions about Jesus and
about the things He has taught—but they are not accurate
conclusions. Has any one person in history stirred as much debate and
controversy as this man from the little village of Nazareth? The sad
part is that Jesus alone is the way to eternal life, and all the trillions
of words of debate will miss that one important fact.

The people could not grasp truth because they, like us, are of
this world. But conformity to this world results in spiritual death. It’s
a tragic end, but it is hard to avoid since all people by nature are of
this world. He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above.
You are of this world; I am not of this world” (v.23). When the
people began to murmur about the possibility that Jesus would
commit suicide, Jesus pointed out that they were way off base
because of their nature. 

There is an insurmountable, an incomprehensible difference
between the man Jesus and all the rest of us humans. We are all from
below. That means that we are born in the real world, live in the real
world, and all we experience is within this sphere of the world. That’s
bad because the world has been sunk in sin ever since Adam and Eve
disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. Therefore, all we know is a
tainted, ruined, degenerate experience of life. Therefore also, based
on our experience, we cannot begin to comprehend the beauty,
perfection, and purity of God. Nor can we grasp the nature of God
which determines the sovereign design and operations of God in this
universe. Because we are trapped in the limitations of life in this
world, we ought to stand awestruck at the character and person of
God our Creator.

Standing in stark contrast to our natural, deplorable state is
Jesus, the man from Nazareth. He was so much more than a mere
human like us. This man is the only human who could give the world
a good manifestation of God our Creator. This Jesus told Philip, His
disciple, that people who saw Him saw God the Father (John 14:9).
That conclusion is in line with the introduction in Hebrews: In these
last days [God] has spoken to us by his Son, whom He appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also He created the world. He is the
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His nature, and
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He upholds the universe by the word of His power. After making
purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high (Hebrews 1:2-3).

People still find it impossible to let the historical Jesus be who
and what He really is (i.e. God), because He is heavenly and we are
earth bound. That is why you will notice that all the arguments about
Jesus being a mere man flow from and center on human experience
and wisdom. The miraculous is not allowed! It is not an acceptable
part of human existence! And the saddest part of being chained to this
world is that it is a dying world. 

Therefore, death because of sin is the real and final matter of all
things. Jesus warned, “I told you that you would die in your sins, for
unless you believe that I am He you will die in your sins” (v.24). How
true His words ring (of course). We are born dying because we are
born in a dying world. The laws of entropy and thermodynamics
prove that life is winding down and there are no new sources of new
energy. It is this way because God warned Adam that disobedience
would result in death. Having offered our parents all the wonderful
food of the wonderful garden, God said, But of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die (Genesis 2:17).

We are unaware of how much time elapsed, but along came
Satan and called God a liar by assuring Eve that disobeying God
would not bring death. But the serpent said to the woman, “You will
not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil”
(Genesis 3:4-5). Guess who lied? It wasn’t God! And yet notice there
was an element of truth in Satan’s lie (there often is). Adam and Eve
did suddenly know the difference between good and evil. But even
that was death. It was the death of innocence.

And with that introduction of sin into the world came death.
The reality of physical death is a continual reminder of spiritual
death. Therefore, the horrible consequence of sin is physical death
that results in eternal death, an existence forever out of the presence
of God, which can only mean incomprehensible suffering.

But there is hope. Jesus promised that the sinners would die in
their sin unless you believe that I am He. There is the hope! Believe
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that Jesus is HE. What does that mean? In this case, He is the Christ,
the promised prophet like Moses, the Messiah, the Savior from sin.
Unless we truly rest on the fact that Jesus the man from Nazareth is
our Savior from sin whose blood covers our offense, we will die in
our sins. If we will grasp that amazing fact by faith and cling to it
alone, we will have eternal life. That is good news. Indeed there is
more good news in the text. 

Some Believe (vv.25-30).

The story ends by telling about those who believe. But along the
way there is always confusion about Jesus (vv.25-27). Again it was
obvious that the people could not grasp what Jesus reveals about
Himself. So they said to Him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them,
“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning” (v.25).
Almost certainly, Jesus’ affirmation, “I am He” caused more
confusion for the people. They were probably thinking, “What do you
mean, ‘He’? To who or what are you referring?”

When Jesus began to teach in the temple area at the Feast of
Tabernacles, He pointed out that His teaching was not His own but it
is the will of God who sent Him (7:16-17). In fact, this had been
Jesus’ message from the beginning of His ministry. When John the
Baptist preached that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand, he meant
that the King who came from heaven was present. Jesus picked up
where John left off and continued to preach that He, the King, was
here. But the people didn’t seem to care. He came to His own but His
own people did not receive Him (John 1:11). Why not? Why didn’t
they receive Him? Why do people still not receive Him?

The problem is that Jesus speaks heavenly truths that people of
the world do not understand. He reveals what is known in heaven. “I
have much to say about you and much to judge, but He who sent Me
is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from Him”
(v.26). Generally speaking, Jesus’ public ministry was three years
long. In that length of time, He needed to tell people what He heard
in heaven. That is impossible, isn’t it? No wonder John concluded
that the world could not contain the books if everything about Jesus
was written down (John 21:25).
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More than simply relaying a heavenly message Jesus needed to
make many judgments. Because Jesus spoke to people who lived in
sin, everything He said (all of it coming from heaven) was judgment
against that condition. So it must be. Heavenly words are pure and
holy and must of necessity expose sin as sin. That is what judgment
is!

And that it why people who have no choice but to live in the sin
that binds them often find it uncomfortable to hear the words of the
Bible. It really is not that the friend or the preacher is offending them
by what she or he says. It is the Word from God, the Bible, that
judges them. Therefore, thinking people from below, of this world,
zealously attempt to erode the authority of the Bible. If they can
convince themselves that the Bible is a book about myths, a loose
collection of religious writings that are no more authoritative than the
Book of Mormon, the Koran, or any other religious book, they
conclude that they are not being judged. However, in spite of all the
efforts of thousands of unbelievers over the centuries to remove the
authority of the Bible, it is still God’s Word and it still speaks. And
when it speaks, it judges sin.

The people who heard Jesus teach demonstrated the ongoing
reality that people of the world cannot understand heavenly truth.
They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the
Father (v.27). This is amazing in light of the fact that Jesus was
talking to “the people of God” (Israelites), who possessed the Old
Testament, who studied the Old Testament, and who claimed to
believe it and live it. This is like people who attend church regularly
saying that they don’t grasp heavenly truth.

It is not unusual for someone to say to me, I don’t read the Bible
because I don’t understand it. I understand—and that statement
concerns me. Jesus pointed out that the reason the people crowded
around Him didn’t understand Him is because He was talking about
God. People from below, from this world have not, will not, cannot
experience God unless He graciously opens our eyes to the truth. Pray
that He will!

The people gathered around Jesus were confused. They didn’t
understand who Jesus was saying He was. Which simply means that
they couldn’t buy into the idea that He was the promised Messiah, the
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Christ. What can possibly convince people in the world who are blind
to the truth about God, that Jesus is their Savior?

The Savior reveals the important truth (vv.28-30). He said that
the crucifixion of all things reveals God’s authority. Human wisdom
would conclude that if Jesus was indeed well connected in heaven,
heaven didn’t do a very good job of protecting Him from the cross.
Actually, God the Father revealed great truth in His pre-determined
work of the cross. So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up
the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do
nothing on My own authority, but speak just as the Father taught
Me” (v.28). 

Jesus pointed out that when His enemies crucified Him, the
people would know the truth. More precisely, when you sinners lift
Jesus up on the cross, you will know that He is “I AM.” The Greek
wording for this phrase is ego eimi which very simply means, “I am.”
That was a very serious claim. “I Am” is God’s special name for
Himself, the name He revealed to the nation of Israel when He
delivered them from Egypt. The people who were listening to Jesus,
the people who knew the background of this name, would have been
aghast to hear Jesus say that when they hung Him on the cross they
would know that He is Yahweh! That is not to say that everyone who
saw Jesus hanging on the cross suddenly expressed faith that He is
God. Rather this is the stark and critical truth: If any sinner ever
comes to grips with the fact that Jesus of Nazareth is God in the flesh,
that faith must come through the cross of Jesus Christ. It is just as
Paul wrote, For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God (1
Corinthians 1:18).

Popular or not, understood or not, accepted or not, God the Son
confidently completed the work. He told the crowd, “And He who
sent Me is with Me. He has not left Me alone, for I always do the
things that are pleasing to Him” (v.29). Despite the people’s
unbelief, confusion, and misunderstanding, Jesus knew who He was
and what He was doing. He was confident that He did what pleased
the Father. Therefore, He was confident that He was on His way to be
crucified, though perfectly innocent, having accomplished the
Father’s will completely.
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The result of this teaching and Jesus’ confidence was that many
believed in Him. As He was saying these things, many believed in
Him (v.30). The phrase means that many people were convinced
about certain truths regarding Jesus. But that does not presuppose it
was saving faith. In many cases, it was not even lasting belief. It was
probably much like the response at the first Passover Jesus attended
after He began to minister. Now when he was in Jerusalem at the
Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs
that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to
them, because he knew all people and needed no one to bear witness
about man, for he himself knew what was in man (John 2:23-25).

Also, there was a multitude of people who believed Jesus so
much they tried to make Him king after He provided free food (John
6:15). But by the next day, those same people abandoned Jesus
completely (John 6:66). We hope and truly think that at least some of
the people experienced saving faith in which God drew them to the
Son and their sins were forgiven. However, people like that had to
accept and understand God the Son crucified to provide the covering
for our sins. 

That is not an easy truth to accept and follow. Satan, the great
deceiver, typically has a false teaching ready to displace truth. We
cannot help but be impressed with the fact that Satan had prepared a
falsehood hundreds of years before God the Son took on flesh and
became one of us in order to redeem us from sin. The day Satan
brought sin into the human race through Adam, God leveled the curse
against him by telling him that the Seed of the woman would crush
him. Satan being brilliant beyond human comprehension easily
figured out that God would be born of woman at some point in order
to destroy sins’s power and penalty.

Therefore, for hundreds of years (800 BC – AD 300) from the
Greek beginnings to nearly the end of Roman culture, Satan
permeated the world with myths and stories about gods coming to
earth to dwell with humans.  That is why it is easy for thinking people
to relegate the Jesus story to mythology tantamount to Greek legends.
Everyone knows there never was a Zeus or a Diana or a Hercules.
And so, too, people think they know that Jesus being God from
heaven was also a myth in the same vein. And so people die in their
sins because they refuse to believe that Jesus is “HE.” They refuse to
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put faith for forgiveness for sins in Jesus Christ alone, believing He
is who He claims to be and did what He claimed to do—shed His
blood to forgive our sins. But some believe.  And we are “some.”
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