
  Living Worthy of My Calling, Pt. 12
“Be Imitators of God”

Ephesians 5:1-2 
_______________________________________________________

To live in a manner worthy of my calling, 
I must realize and embrace the high privilege of imitating God Himself!

1. The Sweetness of the Exhortation    
      
          “Therefore be imitators of God
   A wonderful and vital reminder of who we are.             as dear children.”

  (1) A Word of Assurance   - As His children, we are loved of God – dear to Him

          - We have been adopted of God!   cf. Rom. 8:15-15; 1 Jn. 3:1

  (2) A Word of Privilege   - As His children, we are privileged to show forth His excellencies

  (3) A Word of Grace!     - We are His children – and thus imitators – through grace alone

          - The true ground of biblical morality:  God has made us new beings – children of God
                - this is why we are able to imitate our Father
 - no one else is able to do what is here enjoined

2. The Substance of the Exhortation

    (1) We are to Imitate God by Exhibiting the Grace of Forgiveness       

           We are to forgive as God has Forgiven Us    (from the previous verse)

           -1- freely – not grudgingly or with any reservation!             “forgiving one another 
      even as God in Christ forgave you.”

           -2- completely – all of my sins without exception
       never to call them to mind

           -3- abundantly – the whole multitude of my sins

                 

       (2) We are to Imitate God by Walking in Love              v. 2
     “And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us      
             We are to love as Christ has loved us                   and given Himself for us, 
       an offering and a sacrifice to God 
             -1- A love of deep devotion                for a sweet-smelling aroma.”

                 - genuine and warm 

                 - a love which evidenced the deepest devotion and commitment
          Our Lord held nothing back!

                 - a love which took action to secure the good of those loved

             -2- A sacrificial love        Christ’s love led to His self-surrender as a sacrifice in our place

    - He was no passive victim of circumstances, 
        but in active and spontaneous devotion, He gave Himself up to death

    - Ours is to be a self-sacrificing love, in imitation of Christ’s – Matt 20:26-28

    - Such a love is:  1. the proof of discipleship   Jn. 13:35  
                    2. the test and proof of true spiritual change  1 Jn. 3:14

       

   Further Application


