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JUDGES 7

GIDEON: MIGHTY MAN OF VALOR
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• Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.

• Luke 24:44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”

• We need to come to the Old Testament looking at it through the lens of 
Christ.

• We need to be looking for what the Scriptures reveal to us about God – His 
person, His character, His promises, etc.
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• v1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him 
rose early and encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of 
Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley.  

• Jerubbaal - “let Baal contend against him”
• v2 The LORD said to Gideon, "The people with you are too many for me to 

give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My 
own hand has saved me.'

• John 2:24-25 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people 25  and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

• Be careful in viewing life circumstances as an indication or confirmation of 
the will of God.

• Isaiah 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, declares the LORD.  9  For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.
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My Own Hand Has Saved Me 



• v3  Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 'Whoever is 
fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount 
Gilead.'" Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. 

• Deuteronomy 20:1,8  "When you go out to war against your enemies, 
and see horses and chariots and an army larger than your own, you 
shall not be afraid of them, for the LORD your God is with you, who 
brought you up out of the land of Egypt.  …8  And the officers shall 
speak further to the people, and say, 'Is there any man who is fearful 
and fainthearted? Let him go back to his house, lest he make the heart 
of his fellows melt like his own.‘

• Begins with a reminder of their redemption from Egypt
• In both the OT and NT, the redemptive indicatives are the basis for the 

moral imperatives
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The Fearful, The Kneelers and the Lappers



• v4-8 And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people are still too many. Take 
them down to the water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone of 
whom I say to you, 'This one shall go with you,' shall go with you, and 
anyone of whom I say to you, 'This one shall not go with you,' shall not go."  
5  So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to 
Gideon, "Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you 
shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink."  6  And 
the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 
300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water.  7  And 
the LORD said to Gideon, "With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and 
give the Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man to 
his home."  8  So the people took provisions in their hands, and their 
trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but 
retained the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

• From 1 to 4, then 1 to 13, now 1 to 450.
• Remember God’s goal from v2.
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The Fearful, The Kneelers and the Lappers



• 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 
were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth.  27  But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  
28  God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are,  29  so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God.

• The accomplishment of God’s will in our lives has nothing to do with 
our sufficiency, with the strength we have in and of ourselves

• Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were astonished. 
And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

• Implications in relation to the local church
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The Fearful, The Kneelers and the Lappers



• v9-10 That same night the LORD said to him, "Arise, go down against the 
camp, for I have given it into your hand.  10  But if you are afraid to go 
down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. 

• It is not the size of our faith that is important, rather it is the object of 
it.

• v11-14 And you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall 
be strengthened to go down against the camp." Then he went down with 
Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in the camp.  
12  And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of the East lay 
along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without 
number, as the sand that is on the seashore in abundance.  13  When 
Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he 
said, "Behold, I dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that 
it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat."  14  And his 
comrade answered, "This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of 
Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the 
camp.“

• Just like with the dreams of Pharaoh and Nebuchadnezzar, God 
provides the interpreter. 
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Midianite Dream



• v15 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its 
interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and 
said, "Arise, for the LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand."  

• We not only need to recognize our insufficiency, we need to recognize 
God’s total and complete sufficiency.  

• Some of the means of grace in sanctification:
• Prayer
• Word of God
• One another’s

• Hebrews 3:12-13 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God.  13  But 
exhort one another every day, as long as it is called "today," that none of 
you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

• Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works,  25  not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near.

9

Gideon Worships



• Judges 7:16-18 And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put 
trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside 
the jars.  17  And he said to them, "Look at me, and do likewise. When I 
come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do.  18  When I blow the trumpet, 
I and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all 
the camp and shout, 'For the LORD and for Gideon.'"

• And for Gideon…
• Judges 8:33  As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again 

and whored after the Baals and made Baal-berith their god. 
• Reminder that we must always be reforming, always seeking after 

God, always examining ourselves in light of His Word, etc.
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• Judges 7:19-25 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came 
to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when 
they had just set the watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed the 
jars that were in their hands.  20  Then the three companies blew the 
trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and 
in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, "A sword for 
the LORD and for Gideon!"  21  Every man stood in his place around the 
camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled.  22  When they blew 
the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man's sword against his comrade and 
against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward 
Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath.  23  And the 
men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all 
Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.  24  Gideon sent messengers 
throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, "Come down against the 
Midianites and capture the waters against them, as far as Beth-barah, and 
also the Jordan." So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and they 
captured the waters as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan.  25  And 
they captured the two princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb 
at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. Then 
they pursued Midian, and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to 
Gideon across the Jordan.
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Faith in Action
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