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Message #18                                                                                                            Joshua 10:1-14 
 
There is an important lesson that we, as God’s people, need to learn and that is great blessing 
comes after intense warfare.  Before we, as God’s people, can expect to possess great bless-
ings, we must first conquer in war. 
 
One of the great misunderstandings that believers have today is a misunderstanding that we are 
called to be at peace with everyone and everything.  We are called to a warfare and Paul says we 
are to fight a “good fight.”  We are not called to be sissies; we are called to be soldiers. 
 
Probably one reason why so many believers miss seeing God do dramatic things is because they 
are not fighting a good fight.  Instead of them conquering anything, they are conquered by 
everything.    This or that comes along and then they are swayed this way or that way.  They 
don’t stand; they don’t fight; they just go along with the flow and they never see God do much  
of anything. 
 
Joshua 10 is one of the great chapters in the book of Joshua and is one of the great chapters in the 
Bible.  It is a chapter that is ridiculed by some, but it is a chapter of great inspiration to others.  
The point is: 
 
WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE TAKE A STAND AND FIGHT FOR WHAT I S BIBLICALLY 
RIGHT, GOD WILL GIVE VICTORY AND HE CAN AND WILL DO  DRAMATIC AND 
MIRACULOUS THINGS TO SECURE THAT VICTORY. 
 
We must realize that the loss of one battle does not mean total defeat.  However, the loss must  
be squarely faced and confronted.  God’s people are expected by God to deal with the matter 
harshly and then go on to victory.  That victory does not come by osmosis; but by hard fought 
battles.  As we do what we can in fighting a good fight, we can depend on God to do what we 
cannot do.  That point is clearly seen in this text. 
 
There are three main historical reactions we want to see from this text: 
 
HISTORICAL REACTION #1 –  The reaction of enemies to Israel’s victory.  10:1-5 
 
The enemy does not want to see great victory in one’s life and the enemy will not kindly react to 
victory in one’s life.  When Israel had victory over Ai, there were two responses: 
 
Response #1 - The enemy feared.  10:1-2 
 
At this point, Israel had taken Jericho (Joshua 6); Ai  (Joshua 8); the cities of Gibeon, 
Chephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath-jearim  (9:17).  These cities were victories in the central part 
of the land and now Israel could begin to move either north or south.   
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By virtue of the fact that the conquering has moved from Gibeon to Kiriath-jearim, it appears as 
though the movement is south.  There were about twenty-two city-states in southern Canaan and 
five kings of the southern portion realized they are in trouble. 
 
It is no wonder that Adoni-zedek, the Amorite king of Jerusalem, was becoming jumpy.  This 
king of Jersualem appears to be the key kingpin leader of the other Canaanite cities.  Jerusalem 
was only 7 miles S.W. of Gibeon.  He had heard how Joshua had taken Jericho and Ai and he 
heard about what Joshua does to kings of enemies.  This is the first mention of Jerusalem in 
the Bible.  Salem is mentioned in Genesis 14:18; but this is the first mention of Jerusalem. 
 
He has also heard that Gibeon had made peace with Israel.  Gibeon was a great city, much 
greater than Ai and his thinking was if Joshua took Ai without Gibeon, now that Gibeon is with 
Joshua, this will mean trouble for us.  The text says in verse 2 that he “feared greatly.” 
 
However, just because one is afraid does not mean he is repentant.  We may even illustrate 
that point in a life.  If one sins, he may and should be afraid that God might discipline; but that 
fear is not the same as saying the person has dealt with the sin and dedicated himself to God.  
There is a big difference between fear and repentant faithfulness. 
 
What we do know about Adoni-zedek is that he did know it was possible to enter into a peaceful 
relationship with Israel (10:1).  But he was too proud to humble himself to do that.  Instead of 
wanting to be right with God, he wanted to fight God and it was this attitude that will lead to his 
doom. 
 
Here is a very important theological lesson to see.  People, in and of themselves, will not choose 
to submit themselves to God.  People have hearts that are hard and rebellious against God.  
When enemies hear that God is blessing faithful people, they may have a fear for it but that is not 
the same as repenting and submitting to God. 
 
Response #2 - The enemy wanted to fight.  10:3-5 
 
Adoni-zedek immediately sent word to his Amorite king buddies in Hebron about 20 miles south 
of Jerusalem, Jarmuth about 16 miles to the southwest, Lacish about 25 miles to the south west 
and Eglon about 30 miles to the south west.  He invited them to unite with their militaries and 
attack Gibeon.  So in his mind the odds are five against one.  Five Amorite kings and their 
armies would go up against one city of Gibeon.   
 
They know that Gibeon is a very important and strategic city; it was a key fortified city.   
 
There are three reasons why they would want to destroy Gibeon: 
1) To punish Gibeon for making a peace treaty with Israel–she did not join the coalition.  
2) To destroy an ally of Israel. 
3) To attack Gibeon because they were too cowardly to attack Israel. 
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Do not be surprised to discover that when wonderful things are happening to you and for you, 
those who are behind you come under a series of attacks and assaults.  Enemies always go after 
the weakest links in any operation of God. 
 
Israel was winning and many wanted to become her friend and those enemies did not dare attack 
Israel, but they would go after the weak links of those who were their friends.  If you are strong, 
the enemy knows it cannot get you, so he will go after the weak links connected to you.  It may 
be friends, family or board members.  That is the way the enemy works. 
 
HISTORICAL REACTION #2 –  The reaction of Gibeon to the threat.  10:6 
 
When the men of Gibeon heard about the Amorite threat, they immediately sent word to Joshua 
in Gilgal to ask for help.  Notice carefully how Gibeon identifies themselves: we are “your 
servants.”  They view themselves as Israel’s servants and they appeal to Israel to not drop them 
or abandon them. 
 
They had entered into a covenant relationship with Israel and were a part of her team.  There was 
no way Gibeon could fight these five Amorite powers on their own.  Gibeon needed help and she 
did the right thing, she went to Joshua and to the people of God. 
 
So many people think they can win battles on their own.  We cannot.  We need each other.  We 
need help.  We need help and prayer support of those godly.  We need godly people fighting for 
us and standing with us.  Gibeon recognized this and that is why they experienced great victory. 
 
HISTORICAL REACTION #3 –  The reaction of Joshua to the threat against Gibeon.  10:7-14 
 
Gilgal was located about 24 miles from Gibeon.  Verses 7-9 inform us that Joshua immediately 
got up and he got his warriors and they marched those 24 miles through the night so they were in 
the Gibeon region by morning. 
 
Verse 8 reveals that God told Joshua they had nothing to fear because He had given them into 
his hands.  In one main episode all five cities would go down.  Joshua has learned a key lesson 
and that is before we move, we need to pray. 
 
According to verse 10, God confounded the Amorites and Israel as slaughtering them to the 
point that the enemy tried to run away.  In fact, the Israelites were chasing them up a road that 
was the “ascent of Beth-horon and the struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah.  God was 
destroying the enemy by using the swords of His warriors. 
 
As they were running away, verse 11 says that God caused huge hailstones to fall and they killed 
more Amorites than were killed during the early part of the battle.  The enemies were dropping 
dead because God was causing hailstones to fall and kill them.  Not one of the hailstones killed 
God’s people; but they destroyed God’s enemies. 
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According to verse 12, as the Amorites were fleeing, Joshua did not want any to escape and he 
knew they potentially could if it got dark.  So Joshua prayed that God would cause the sun and 
the moon to stand still.  He wanted God to stop the sun and the moon so that they would have the 
necessary light to finish the war. 
 
According to verse 13, God answered this prayer.  This is one of the most dramatic and amazing 
miracles in all of the Bible. 
 
Now you may be sure that this has become a target of liberals and skeptics, who want to make 
fun of this text because they think they have figured out all matters of astronomy.   
 
But what no person can deny is what this text claims.  There is no misunderstanding Joshua’s 
prayer and there is no misunderstanding the fact that the text says God answered the prayer. 
 
1) Verses 12-13 use a verb that means Joshua is requesting that the sun and the moon  
       stand still, which means cease from motion.  What we cannot deny is that Joshua  
       did request that these two luminaries stop moving. 
 
Even though this may not harmonize with modern astronomy, this is what he did pray. 
 
2) Verse 13 ends with the statement that the “sun stopped in the middle of the sky” and 
        “it did not go down for a full day.” What we also cannot deny is the text does say 
        those luminaries did stand still for about one whole day. 
 
God does not reveal how He did this, but He does reveal what He did do. 
 
Now some have taken the position that what God did was He stopped the earth from rotating and 
slowed it down so that it made one full rotation in 48 hours and not 24 hours. This is certainly a 
plausible explanation.  But as A. C. Gaebelein said, it is a big mistake to try to explain God’s 
supernatural by the natural. 
 
I am just a simple-minded man.  I am not an astronomer or an astrologer, and am certainly no 
scholar.  But I think I will stick with the words God has inspired even if I can’t explain it all.  
The text does not say the earth stopped rotating, the text says, “the sun stopped” and “the moon 
stopped.”  I have no problem believing this is what actually happened. I have no problem 
believing this is exactly what God did do. 
 
Joshua did not pray that the earth stop rotating, he prayed that the sun and moon would stand 
still.  Now I know some shrewd person will say, “Well everyone knows the sun does not move.” 
To this I respond, “Well everyone knows a mountain does not move; but Jesus said it can move 
and will move.” 
 
3) Verse 14 says there has never been another day like it either before it or after it. 
 
Now one may choose to believe or disbelieve this, but you cannot deny or disagree with what is 
stated in the text of Scripture.  It is clearly stated that Joshua prayed to God to extend light by 
stopping the sun and the moon and the text clearly says, “God did it.” 
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In fact, verse 13 says there was an ancient book called the “book of Jashar” that testifies that this 
did happen.  This book of Jashar is also mentioned in II Samuel 1:18 and it apparently was a 
“non-inspired” book that contained some of the historical documented data pertaining to heroic 
things in Israel.  It appears that this book was a written record that contained a collection of 
certain key works of God as it related to Israel.  It is significant to point out that when King 
David refers to this book, the things that he refers to pertaining to Saul and Jonathon were very 
literal things (II Sam. 1:17-27).  So based on this, we would conclude that the “sun stopped” and 
the “moon stopped” are very literal things that did happen. 
 
Here is one thing we do know, in the aftermath of this Israel did have this land.  So any honest 
historian would be forced to answer the question, “How did she get it?”  She got it by the power 
of God.   
 
Now here is the point.  God’s people were praying and obeying God’s Word and when you get 
those two ingredients, you stand to see God do some amazing things.   
 
As we move into this new year–“pray and obey” are two great resolutions.  If we do this we will 
see God do much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, p. 351) 


