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LESSONS ON PREDESTINATION #32

“Satan’s Destruction of Man” (Part One)

(Scriptures from NKJV)

“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you

may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,

for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”   (Genesis 2:16-17)

“Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord

God had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat

of every tree of the garden’? And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat the

fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of

the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ 

Then the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die.  For God knows that

in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing

good and evil.’  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its

fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” (Genesis 3:1-6)

INTRODUCTION:  In last week’s lesson, we looked at Satan’s attack upon man.  We have,

I trust, from the previous lessons, established our contention that Satan’s first act of sin for

which he was cursed, was that of tempting man to depart from God.  Thus he was still

occupying his office of God’s heavenly bishop when he appeared to Eve in the form of a

serpent, and is removed from his office after Eve’s and Adam’s fall.  It is then that he is

cursed in Genesis 3:14-15.

Satan’s strategy was twofold as he approached Eve.  

(1) To separate the creature man from his submission to God, and attach him to

himself (Satan).

  

(2) To remove God from His throne by humiliating Him in the eyes of His moral

creatures.  This he would attempt to do by getting man to disobey God.  

This would in turn require God to act in one of two ways.  If God failed to destroy man, as

He said He would do if man sinned, then God’s attributes of holiness and justice would be

mocked.  On the other hand, if God destroyed man, then His plan to elevate man above

the angels would be defeated.  Then God’s attributes of wisdom and power would fail due

to His inability to fulfill His will of purpose.  This would reveal that the “Most High God” was

not really the “Most High God” but a creature with limited abilities.  

If Satan was successful, he could thereby prevent mankind from being elevated to the

http://www.gabm.org
http://www.gabm.org


Reformed Doctrine of Predestination      Grace Abounding Bible Ministries
Pastor Jim Gables                                                                                               www.gabm.org 

                                                                                                                                                        

position of being the moral rulers in the kingdom of heaven.  He could then establish his

own kingdom of pride and dominion and rule over mankind.  

We now come to consider Satan’s destruction of man.

A.  GOD’S RELATIONSHIP TO MAN - Genesis 2:8,9, 15-17.

1.  He formed man separate from Himself - Genesis 2:7,8 - “And the Lord God

formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of

life; and man became a living being. The Lord God planted a garden eastward in

Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed.”

2.  He made the tree of knowledge - Genesis 2:9 - “And out of the ground the

Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The

tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of

good and evil.”

NOTE: The tree was an explanation of God to man’s rational understanding that

man was both dependent upon God to define his moral conduct, and that man was

responsible to submit to God’s expressed commands.

3.  He gave man an objective command - Genesis 2:16, 17 - “And the Lord God

commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but

of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that

you eat of it you shall surely die.’”

a.  Man had to answer to a Being of higher rank and to a Being separate from

and outside of himself.

b.  The rightness and wrongness of man’s actions were to be determined by

God’s revealed command, and not by man’s subjective experience or feelings.  

c.  The reasoning of the creature is to be in subjection to the objective

reasoning of God.

d.  Matthew Henry’s quote:

The command which God gave to man in innocency, and the covenant He

then took him into.  Hitherto we have seen God as man’s powerful Creator

and his bountiful Benefactor; now He appears as His Ruler and Lawgiver. 
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God put him into the garden of Eden, not to live there as he might list, but to

be under government.  As we are not allowed to be idle in this world, and to

do nothing, so we are not allowed to be wilful, and do what we please.  When

God had given man a dominion over the creatures, He would let him know

that still he himself was under the government of his Creator.”  (Henry,

Commentary on Genesis, p. 17, Revell).

B.  SATAN’S APPROACH AND APPEAL TO EVE - Genesis 3:1-6

1.  Satan’s strategy is to defeat the plan of God by tempting first Eve, then Adam,

to separate themselves from their dependence upon God and their submission to His rule. 

This he (Satan) would do so by raising doubts in man’s mind relating to two aspects of

God’s character.

a.  First 3:1 - Can you trust God’s word?

b.  Second, 3:4,5 - Can you trust God’s goodness?

2.  He begins by casting doubt as to whether or not Eve has correctly understood

God’s defining the meaning of the tree.  Did God actually mean that you are to abide in the

role of an humble servant to Him?  After all, God has given you access to all of the other

trees in the Garden.  Why would He deprive you of this tree?  Did He really mean for you

to be governed by a source outside of yourself?

3.  Eve responds in a Biblical manner - Genesis 3:2,3.

Eve gives her understanding of God’s revealed word to her as being that she is not only to

not eat of the fruit of the tree, but she should not even think about doing so, “God has

said, ‘you shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it lest you die.’”  Don’t eat (actually

act), nor touch it (don’t think about it).  There will be negative consequences if you do so.

4.  Satan’s rebuttal of her understanding - 3:4,5.   

Satan now moves to have her question the goodness of God.  “You will not surely die.”  A

good God would never punish such a noted creature as yourself.  Why would He create you

and place such a restraint on your liberties?  After all, He has created you as a moral

being, above the lower creatures.  He has given you free will to choose what you feel is in

your best interests.

a.  How can a Being be loving and good and place such a strict limitation

upon the freedom of His moral creatures to think for themselves?
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b.  NOTE: Here is the origin of those who pride themselves as “Freethinkers!” 

c.  Satan now casts a direct assault on the goodness of God by leading Eve to

believe that God is holding something back from her by placing this restraint upon her.  He

knows you will be advanced beyond your present abilities and take on God-like

characteristics of becoming a fully independent being with self-determining abilities of

wisdom and power.  He (God) wants no rivals to compete with Him lest your will infringes

upon His will.

d.  NOTE: “In the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened.”  When you

eat something, you consume it so that it becomes incarnated in you and a part of you!  It

is no longer separate from you or outside of you.  It has become a part of your very nature. 

e.  NOTE: “Then your eyes shall be opened.”  - that is, the eyes of your

understanding shall be enlarged to unlimited, infinite potentials.  Paul uses this

terminology in His prayer for the Christians at Ephesus.  In Ephesians 1:16-18 we read, “I.

. . do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: that

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding

being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”   Paul’s use of the expression,

“the eyes of your understanding being enlightened,” is describing an increase in

wisdom to enable one to understand more about the riches we have in Christ.

Thus, Satan is describing what he says will happen to Eve if she partakes of the fruit of the

tree.  He is saying that in the day you eat thereof you will discover a sudden and

immediate change for the better.  

f.  NOTE: Eve has up to now enjoyed a spirit of contentment in the paradise

God has provided for her.  Now Satan is seeking to produce two attitudes or spirits within

to deceive and separate her from God.  

One is the spirit of discontentment with her present state of existence.

Two is the spirit of ambition to be promoted to a higher state of existence. 

g.  NOTE: Discontentment and unlawful ambition form the soil out of which

sin is conceived and grows into larger proportions.  Satan’s desire is to promote himself to

be like the Most High, and he is seeking to infect our first parents with the same desire.

h.  “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  Satan is now
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promising Eve something which she had not yet considered.  She knew she was a more

noble creature than the animals over which she was given dominion.  Now she is told by

this creature who had dominion over her that she shall not die, but will experience an

enlarged capacity of existence.  By consuming or enlarging her mind, she would reach the

understanding that the human mind is, in actuality, the mind of God!  She was, in

actuality, an incarnation of God’s mind with divine-like freedom to think and act as she

thought best to do.  This knowledge is no longer outside of you, but is intuitively

experienced within you.  You are God!  You determine what values are right and wrong.

Years ago, a movement began, which was to be known as the “New Age Movement.”  It

was embraced by many of the Hollywood stars and pseudo-intellectuals.  In reality, it was

but a new type of the old Gnosticism which plagued the early church.  Shirley MacLaine

was one of its converts.  She is remembered for describing the ecstasy which she

experienced in supposedly climbing a mountain and crying out loudly, “I am God, I am

God!”  

I would suggest that the “new Age Movement” is actually the “Old Lie Movement” which

began in the Garden of Eden and led to man’s fall, resulting in his will becoming enslaved

to his own nature.  Thus he believes he possesses a will which is free to choose either good

or evil.  But the freedom which he believes he has is actually in bondage to his will which

is self-centered, thus sinful.  So it can be said of the unregenerate man that he is free to

choose whatever the sinful nature of his will, will allow him.  But he is a slave to himself,

and unless the Son of God sets him free, he will remain in his bondage while boasting of

his freedom.  

i.  NOTE: A translation consideration -  The NKJV, along with the rest of the

modern translations translate verse five as “you will be like God,”  whereas the KJV

renders it “ye shall be as gods.”  Which translation gives the more accurate meaning?

As we pointed out in the preceding lesson number 31, the Hebrew word is Elohim, and that

it can be translated as “God” referring to the supreme Being, also as “gods” or angels, also

as civil magistrates.  This leaves it up to the discretion of the translators to determine from

the context, which of these options best fits the usage of the word.  In that lesson, we saw

how most of the modern translations translated Psalm 8:5 as “you have made him

(man) a little lower than God (Elohim),” while the KJV renders it “you have made

him (man) a little lower than the angels.”  In Hebrews 2:5-8, the writer quotes David

as meaning that the correct translation is that which is found in the KJV.  

However, when we come to the usage of Elohim in Genesis 3:5, the NKJV, along with the

other modern versions, gives the preferred and more accurate meaning, “you will be like
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God” is more accurate than “ye shall be as gods.”  The context solidifies this.  

John Gill, the noted Baptist scholar, makes this point after explaining the various ways in

which Elohim can be translated,

 

It is to be understood of that Elohim that made the heavens and the earth,

for as yet the word had never been used, but of the true God, and of the

Divine Persons in the Trinity: and this agrees with what is ironically said, ver

22.  “Behold the man is become as one of us,” as the devil told him he

should, and as he believed he would: this was the bait laid for man, suited to

his intellectual mind, and to the ambitious desires of it, not being content

with finite knowledge, but aiming at omniscience, or something like it: now

the temptation began to take place and operate.  (John Gill, Commentary on

Genesis, p. 19, Baker Book House, edition).

Incidentally, Gill wrote his entire commentary on the whole Bible based on the KJV, but he

knew and understood that in translating from one language to another, there may be

various options as to how a word in the original may be translated into the new language.

When Gill points out that Genesis 3:22 says, “Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the

man has become like one of us, to know good and evil,’”  he is saying that Genesis

3:5 is referring to the supreme Being, not to angels or human rulers.

5.  Eve succumbs to Satan’s temptation - Genesis 3:6.

a.  “So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its

fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.”

b.  NOTE: “Eve saw that the tree was good. . . she took of the fruit.”

c.  Remember the fruit stands for the understanding that the tree could

bestow certain benefits which could promote the being of mankind.  But this could only

occur as this knowledge is regulated by God’s spoken word and not by internal impulsive

feelings.

C.  SUMMARY OF EVE’S DECEPTION

1.  Satan’s first stage of his strategy was to remove God from His claim to be the
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lone supreme Being of the universe.  His plan was to separate Eve from her obedient

relationship with God.  He was successful in first convincing Eve that God’s spoken rule

over her was not the ultimate authority over her life, and that it deprived her of her dignity

and freedom.  He then proceeded to convince her that by embracing the understanding

that her mind is actually the mind of God within her, she would then experience an

enlarged consciousness of being.  Then her standard for moral right and wrong would come

from within her own nature, and not from some outward objective rule of conduct imposed

upon her.  Thus as an autonomous self-sufficient being, she would become like God.  

 

2.  Satan has won the first stage of his plan to destroy Eve’s obedience to God as

her Creator.  In the next lesson we will examine verses 6-13 as Satan uses Eve to tempt

her husband, Adam.  What we have seen today is the first debate over the relationship

between the freedom of God’s sovereign will and the freedom of the wills of God’s

creatures, composed of angels and men.
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