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1 Samuel 3 – God’s Effectual Call 

The LORD Calls Samuel 

 1 (A)Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of Eli. 
(B)And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent 
vision.  

 2 At that time Eli, (C)whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his own place. 3 (D)The lamp of God had not yet gone out, 
and Samuel was lying down (E)in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 
was.  

 4 Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down.  

 6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD 
had not yet been revealed to him.  

 8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to 
Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD 
was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls 
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and 
lay down in his place.  

 10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to 
Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel (F)at which the two ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli (G)all that I 
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 (H)And I declare to 
him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, 
(I)because his sons were blaspheming God,[a] (J)and he did not restrain them. 14 
Therefore I swear to the house of Eli (K)that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be 
atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.”  

 15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel 
and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was 
it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. (L)May God do so to you and more 
also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him 
everything and hid nothing from him. And he said, (M)“It is the LORD. Let him do 
what seems good to him.”  
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 19 (N)And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him (O)and let none of his words 
fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel (P)from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel 
was established as a prophet of the LORD.  ESV 

___________________ 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had 
not yet been revealed to him.  

We are born lost. 

There comes a time when we do come to know the Lord. 

Revelation must come to us. 

 
Examples of Effectual Calling in OT: 
 
Noah 
(A)The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that 
every (B)intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And 
(C)the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it (D)grieved him 
to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah (E)found favor in the 
eyes of the LORD. Gen. 6:5-8 
 
Abraham 
Now (A)the LORD said[a] to Abram, “Go from your country[b] and your kindred and 
your father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 (B)And I will make of you a 
great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 
blessing. 3 (C)I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and (D)in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Gen. 12:1-3 
 
Heb. 11:8-10 
8 By faith (A)Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place (B)that he 
was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was 
going. 9 By faith he went to live in (C)the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 
(D)living in tents (E)with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 
For he was looking forward to (F)the city that has (G)foundations, (H)whose 
designer and builder is God. 
 
Jacob 
 
10 And not only so, but (A)also when Rebekah had conceived children by one 
man, our forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing 



	   3	  

either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not 
because of works but because of (B)him who calls— 12 she was told, (C)“The older 
will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, (D)“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
Rom. 9:10-13 
 
Gen. 28 – Jacob’s dream 
 
6 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is (A)in this place, 
and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
Gen. 28:16-17 
 
Gen. 32: Jacob wrestles with the angel. 
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, (A)“I will not let 
you go unless you bless me.” 27 And he said to him, “What is your name?” And 
he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then he said, (B)“Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, 
but Israel,[a] for (C)you have striven with God and (D)with men, and have 
prevailed.” v.26-28 
 
Moses – Burning Bush 
Exo. 3:1-6 
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 
Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of 
fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 
burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the 
bush does not burn up.”  

 4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 
within the bush, “Moses! Moses!”  

   And Moses said, “Here I am.”  

 5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, 
Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.  

Choice of the nation of Israel – Deut. 7:6-8 
 
6 “For (N)you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 
chosen you to be (O)a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples 
who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were more in number 
than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you 
were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but (P)it is because the LORD loves you and is 
keeping (Q)the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you 
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out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the 
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
 
God’s choice of David 
1 Sam. 16:12-14 

So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and 
handsome features.  

   Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”  

 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. 
Samuel then went to Ramah.  

2 Sam. 7:8-9 

8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD 
of hosts, (M)I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should 
be prince[b] over my people Israel. 9 (N)And I have been with you wherever you 
went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 

Hosea’s call 

1 The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, (A)in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of 
(B)Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.  

 2 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, (C)“Go, 
take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have (D)children of whoredom, for (E)the 
land commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD.” 3 So he went and took 
Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. 

Effectual Call – Definitions and descriptions 

U-Tube: What is Effectual Calling? 
‘An internal call from the Sprit of God that draws a person to Jesus Christ by the 
Gospel message.” 
  
 John 6:44 - 44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 
(BJ)draws him. And (BK)I will raise him up on the last day 
 
 
Wayne Grudem from Systematic Theology (pg. 699): 
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Regeneration is a secret act of God in which he imparts new spiritual life to us. 
As the gospel comes to us, God speaks through it to summon us to himself 
(effective calling) and to give us new spiritual life (regeneration) so that we are 
enabled to respond in faith. Effective calling is thus God that Father speaking 
powerfully to us, and regeneration is God that Father and God the Holy Spirit 
working powerfully in us, to make us alive. 
Sometimes the term irresistible grace is used in this connection. It refers to the 
fact that God effectively calls people and also gives them regeneration, and both 
actions guarantee that we will respond in saving faith. The term irresistible grace 
is subject to misunderstanding, however, since it seems to imply that people do 
not make a voluntary choice in responding to the gospel - a wrong idea, and a 
wrong understanding of the term irresistible grace. The term does preserve 
something valuable, however, because it indicates that God's work reaches into 
our hearts to bring about a response that is absolutely certain - even tough we 
respond voluntarily.  
 
LBC 1689: 
Those whom God hath predestinated unto life, he is pleased in his appointed, 
and accepted time, effectually to call, by his Word and Spirit, out of that state of 
sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ; 
enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God; 
taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh; renewing 
their wills, and by his almighty power determining them to that which is good, and 
effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet so as they come most freely, being 
made willing by his grace.  
( Romans 8:30; Romans 11:7; Ephesians 1:10, 11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14; 
Ephesians 2:1-6; Acts 26:18; Ephesians 1:17, 18; Ezekiel 36:26; Deuteronomy 
30:6; Ezekiel 36:27; Ephesians 1:19; Psalm 110:3; Song of Solomon 1:4 )  

2._____ This effectual call is of God's free and special grace alone, not from 
anything at all foreseen in man, nor from any power or agency in the creature, 
being wholly passive therein, being dead in sins and trespasses, until being 
quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit; he is thereby enabled to answer this 
call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it, and that by no less 
power than that which raised up Christ from the dead.  
( 2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 2:8; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2:5; John 5:25; 
Ephesians 1:19, 20 )  

NT Examples: 
 
Antioch of Psidia – Acts 13: 47-49 

DD)For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,  

   (DE)“‘I have made you (DF)a light for the Gentiles,  
   that you may (DG)bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”  
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 48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and (DH)glorifying the 
word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And 
the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 

 
Lydia – Acts 16:14-15 
 
One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller 
of purple goods, (U)who was a worshiper of God. The Lord (V)opened her heart to 
pay attention to what was said by Paul. 15 And after she was baptized, (W)and her 
household as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come to my house and stay.” And she (X)prevailed upon us. 
 
Acts 26:16-18 
6 But rise and (AB)stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this 
purpose, (AC)to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which you 
have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, 17 (AD)delivering you from 
your people and from the Gentiles—(AE)to whom I (AF)am sending you 18 (AG)to 
open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from (AH)the 
power of Satan to God, that they may receive (AI)forgiveness of sins and (AJ)a 
place among those who are sanctified (AK)by faith in me 
 
OT & NT Texts: 
6 And (A)the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 
offspring, (B)so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul, that you may live.  Deut. 30:6 
 
Psalm 32:1-2 
 
Ezek 36:26 - 26 And I will give you (A)a new heart, and (B)a new spirit I will put 
within you. (C)And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a 
heart of flesh. 
 
 
Rom. 8:30 
 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he 
also (E)justified, and those whom he justified he also (F)glorified. 
 
 
But[c] God, being (I)rich in mercy, (J)because of the great love with which he loved 
us, 5 even (K)when we were dead in our trespasses, (L)made us alive together with 
Christ—(M)by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and 
(N)seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,   Eph. 2:4-6 
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2 Thess. 2:13-14 
 
13 But (Y)we ought always to give thanks to God for you, (Z)brothers beloved by 
the Lord, because God chose you (AA)as the firstfruits[d] (AB)to be saved, 
(AC)through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14 To this he called 
you through (AD)our gospel, (AE)so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
 
Doctrine: effectual calling 
 
APPLICATIONS: 
 
1. You can be in church but not called by the Lord. 
God has to reveal his Word to you for you to be saved.  
 
2. God’s mercy is determinative 
 Cry out to God for mercy – your only hope. 
 
3. Environment plays a big part in conversion 
 
Godly parents help 
Being in the presence of the worship of God helps 
 
4. An early start in the things of God makes for effective service. 

Serving God from youth up 
Godly parents and upbringing result in effective service 

 
5. You can be used to direct others to God/faith – as Eli directed Samuel what to 
do, what to say to the Lord 
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