
26 QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING! 
QUESTION #7: WHY DID GOD CREATE US? WHAT IS OUR PURPOSE? 

Q. Why did God create human beings? What is our purpose on this earth? How can we accomplish it? 

A. God created humans to glorify himself. Our purpose is to glorify him by enjoying him. We can do this as we become his image-

bearers in all creation. 

1. GOD CREATED HUMANS FOR HIS GLORY 

God created us for a purpose… and it is good! 

A. GOD DID NOT NEED MAN (HUMILITY) 

Job 41 
 11 

Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine. (See also 

Acts 17.24-25) 

B. GOD CREATED MAN FOR HIS OWN GLORY (AND JOY!) (DELIGHT) 

In creation—and then again in re-creation (redemption)—God takes great delight in his people who bear his image. 

(Isaiah 62.3-5; Zeph 3.17-18) 

Isa 43 
 6 

I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold; bring my sons from afar and my daugh-

ters from the end of the earth, 
 7 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed 

and made."  

Eph 1 … 
 12 

so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 

2. OUR PURPOSE IS TO GLORIFY AS WE ENJOY 

Since we are created, our purpose must be determined by the reason for which we were created. 

A. GLORIFICATION AND DELIGHT ARE NATURAL FRIENDS  

Ps 84 
 1 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts! 
 2 

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my 

heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.  
10 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I 

would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

B. THEREFORE WE GLORIFY GOD BY DELIGHTING IN HIM (DELIGHT) 

Ps 27 
 4 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the 

days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. (See also, Psalm 16.11; 73.25-26) 

3. WE GLORIFY GOD BY ‘IMAGING ’  HIM TO THE REST OF CREATION 

Man and woman were the only created things endowed with this honour: bearers of the image of God. When God determined to 

glorify himself by creating us, the best way for him to do it was to make us in his image. The more we are able to reflect (‘image’) 

God, the more we will fulfil our purpose and bring him glory. 



A. CREATION: MADE IN HIS IMAGE (TRUTH / AUTHORITY) 

Gen 1 
 26 

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. …” 
 27 

So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 

B. FALL: IMAGE DISTORTED (HUMILITY) 

The image of God is still present after the fall (Genesis 9.6), but it is now marred (Ecclesiastes 7.29). 

C. REDEMPTION: THE ONGOING WORK OF IMAGE RESTORATION (FREEDOM) 

Col 3 
 9 

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 
10 

and have put on the 

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. (See 2 Corinthians 3.18; Romans 8.29) 

D. CHRIST’S RETURN: COMPLETE RESTORATION OF GOD ’S IMAGE (DELIGHT) 

Christ is the perfect ‘image’ of God… 

2Cor 4 
 4 

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. (See also Colossians 1.15) 

 All his people will one day be made perfectly into his image… 

1Cor 15 
 49 

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

(See also 1 John 3.2) 

This will all be the climax of our praise to the glory of God for eternity to come… 

Rev 4 
 11 

"Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and 

by your will they existed and were created."  

4. APPLICATION  

A. TRUTH 

We need to know Truth (God) in order to be like him. 

B. HUMILITY 

Whatever we are now is less than what we were 

created to be. We need God to work in us to restore 

us to what we should be. 

C. AUTHORITY 

We were not created to be autonomous. We were 

created to be like God, therefore, he is our authority. 

 

D. FREEDOM 

Understanding our purpose gives us great freedom 

in decision-making. 

E. DELIGHT 

Delight in both the Creator and the creation glo-

rifies the Creator—and that’s why you’re here. 

So delight already! 

 


