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Recent years have seen the rise of the so-called ‘social justice warrior.’ The Oxford Dictionary defines                

‘social justice as “Justice in terms of the distribution of wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a society,”                 
and it defines ‘social justice warrior’ as “A person who expresses or promotes socially progressive views.”                
Usually the term ‘social justice warrior’ is usually used pejoratively. The website, Know Your Meme, gives this                 
description of the ‘social justice warrior:’ “Social Justice Warrior is a pejorative label applied to bloggers,                
activists and commentators who are prone to engage in lengthy and hostile debates against others on a range of                   
issues concerning social injustice, identity politics and political correctness. In contrast to the social justice               
blogosphere at large, the stereotype of a social justice warrior is distinguished by the use of overzealous and                  
self-righteous rhetorics, as well as appealing to emotions over logic and reason.” Although no one ought to be a                   
social justice warrior in this sense, everyone ought to be concerned with justice, which Noah Webster defined                 
as, “The virtue which consists in giving to every one what is his due.” Everyone ought to be concerned with                    
justice because God is concerned with justice. 

God created the world very good, but it did not take long for man to ruin it. In the garden of Eden, Adam                       
disobeyed God and brought sin and death into the world. After God expelled Adam from the garden, men did                   
evil to each other. Cain killed Abel his brother, and mankind went from bad to worse, committing acts of                   
violence against one another. God reached the limits of His patience, and He destroyed all mankind with a great                   
flood, sparing only Noah and his family. Even after that, men continued to do evil, stealing each others                  
property, and killing each other to do it. Entire cities were wicked, cities like Sodom and Gomorrah, and like                   
Nineveh; even entire peoples were wicked, peoples like the Egyptians, the Canaanites, and the Philistines. God                
did punish them for their sins, but He did not make them His people. He allowed them to go their own way, and                       
they had no hope. (Acts 14:16; Ephesians 2:12) He allowed them to remain in darkness, but He always intended                   
that they should not remain there forever. The prophet Isaiah prophesied that God would one day bring them out                   
of darkness and into light. He said, “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell                     
in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.” (Isaiah 9:2) 

God had His own people, Israel, but they were too much like the other nations. After God, faithful to His                    
promise to the patriarchs, delivered the children of Israel from their bondage in Egypt, they were unfaithful to                  
Him. They turned to idols, and they did not trust God when He told them they would conquer the land of                     
Canaan. God punished their lack of faith by causing them to wander in the wilderness, but during their                  
wanderings they continually complained against God. Moses warned the people that, if they disobeyed God, He                
would ruin them. He said, “And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after you: and                      
your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.” (Leviticus 26:33) When came finally to cross the Jordan                  
river to enter into the promised land to conquer it, Moses reminded them that God had given them the Ten                    
Commandments, and he called upon them to obey those commandments. He said to them, “And now, Israel,                 
what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love                         
him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the                       
LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?” (Deuteronomy 10:12, 13) The rite of                   
circumcision meant nothing if they did not obey His commands. They must be in their hearts what circumcision                  
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signified: righteous; and, if their hearts were right, then they would obey God, and righteously deal with their                  
fellow man. Moses said to them: 
 

Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked. For the LORD your                
God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not                    
persons, nor taketh reward: He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widow, and               
loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment. Love ye therefore the stranger: for ye were                 
strangers in the land of Egypt. (Deuteronomy 10:16-19) 

 
God deals fairly and justly with men, and He does good to them. He is a just judge, and is not partial; He favors                        
neither rich or poor, and He cannot be bribed. So men should be. 

After the children of Israel settled in the promised land, they did not wish for God to rule them any                    
longer, and they asked for a king. God through the prophet Samuel warned them that a king would treat them                    
unjustly. He would take their sons and their daughters to be his servants, and He would take their wealth to pay                     
them. (1 Samuel 8:10-18) The people insisted, however, so God in His anger gave them what they wished for;                   
he gave the a king named Saul. At first Saul showed promise, but soon he cared more about maintaining his                    
rule, and wreaking vengeance upon his enemies, than he cared about justice. When Saul disobeyed God so that                  
he could offer a sacrifice to Him, Samuel said to Saul, “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken                     
than the fat of rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22) God finally replaced Saul with David, a man after His own heart; one                     
who would do as He asked. (1 Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22) David was a man after God’s own heart, and a                     
righteous king, but he was not perfect. The Scriptures say, “David did that which was right in the eyes of the                     
LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the                      
matter of Uriah the Hittite.” (1 Kings 15:5) God made a promise to David. He promised him that one of his                     
descendants would inherit his throne, and would reign forever in righteousness. “He shall build an house for my                  
name,” He said, “and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever.” (2 Samuel 7:13) Sadly, none of the                     
heirs of David’s throne was perfect, and many of them were wicked. 

The children of Israel failed to heed Moses’s exhortation. They did not keep God’s commands. They did                 
not love God with all their hearts, and they did not love their neighbors as themselves. In the days of the divided                      
kingdom of Israel and Judah, they were especially wicked, and the kings, corrupted by power, were often the                  
worst of all. The prophet Micah, like Moses before him, told the people that God did not care for their religious                     
rituals if they would not obey Him. God did not accept their animal sacrifices if they did not love Him and their                      
neighbors. The prophet said to them, “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD                    
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 6:8) Even so,                      
the people failed. They failed, and so God sent nations even more wicked than themselves to conquer them and                   
to carry them away into exile. 

God punished the children of Israel for their sins, but, before He did, He repeated the promise He gave                   
to David that his heir would reign on his throne forever. Through the prophet Jeremiah He said: 
 

Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will perform that good thing which I have                 
promised unto the house of Israel and to the house of Judah. In those days, and at that time, will I                     
cause the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he shall execute judgment and                
righteousness in the land. In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely:                
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and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness. For thus saith                 
the LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Israel. (Jeremiah                   
33:14-17) 

 
Through the prophet Isaiah He said: 
 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his                    
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting              
Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end,                  
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment                  
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.                  
(Isaiah 9:6, 7) 

 
Through the prophet Micah He said, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands                 
of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been                        
from of old, from everlasting.” (Micah 5:2) 

Jeremiah also prophesied that, after seventy years in exile, Babylon would be destroyed, and the Jews                
would be restored to their land. (Jeremiah 25:11; 29:10) Isaiah, like Jeremiah, prophesied that the Jews would                 
be restored to their land, and that a man named Cyrus would restore them. God said of this Cyrus, “I have raised                      
him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways: he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives,                       
not for price nor reward, saith the LORD of hosts.” (Isaiah 44:28. Cf. 44:26; 45:13)  

God sent the wicked Assyrians to conquer the northern kingdom of Israel, and to carry them away into                  
captivity. Later He sent the wicked Babylonians to conquer the southern kingdom of Judah, and to carry those                  
people away into captivity. During the Babylonian Captivity, some of the Jews rose to prominence, and exerted                 
great influence in that kingdom. Daniel the prophet was one. In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar,                   
the king dreamed a dream which greatly troubled him. He had magicians and astrologers and sorcerers to advise                  
him, and he demanded that they both tell him his dream and its interpretation, but they could not. God revealed                    
it to Daniel, however, and Daniel then revealed it to the king. “Then,” the Scriptures say, “the king made Daniel                    
a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief                     
of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.” (Daniel 2:48) So the wise men of Babylon came to know                     
the true wisdom and power of the Most High God. 

About seventy years after the first deportation to Babylon, Cyrus the Great did conquer Babylon, and                
Daniel prayed for the restoration of Israel according to the prophecy of Jeremiah. According to the book of                  
Ezra, Cyrus, in the first year of his reign, issued a decree that the Jews should return to their homeland to                     
rebuild the temple. (Ezra 1:1-4) Moreover, the angel said to him, “Know therefore and understand, that from the                  
going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven                   
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.”                   
(Daniel 9:25) Cyrus issued a decree for the Jews to rebuild the temple, but there would be another decree for the                     
Jews to rebuild the city of Jerusalem, and sixty-nine weeks of years after that decree, that is to say, four-hundred                    
eighty-three years after, Messiah the Prince would come.  

About one-hundred years after the angel appeared to Daniel, Nehemiah remembered the words of              
Moses, and he confessed to God: 
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We have dealt very corruptly against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the               
statutes, nor the judgments, which thou commandedst thy servant Moses. Remember, I beseech             
thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant Moses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter                
you abroad among the nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, and do                 
them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather                   
them from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name there.                   
(Nehemiah 1:7-9) 
 

Nehemiah was the cupbearer of king Artaxerxes, and, trusting God, he made a request of the king that he should                    
send him to Judea to rebuild the city. The king granted his request, and the did Jews rebuild the city..                    
(Nehemiah 2:1-8; Ezra 6:14) This is the decree of which the angel Gabriel spoke. 

There is no doubt but that Daniel made known to others the revelation he received, and no doubt but that                    
the wise men of Persia calculated the time of the appearance of this prince, and were expecting him. They                   
looked for the Great Prince spoken of by Daniel, the greatest seer who had ever lived in the land of Persia. They                      
looked for this prince who would atone for sins, bring in everlasting righteousness, and bring an end to vision                   
and prophecy. Saint Matthew records, “Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod                   
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the                      
Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1, 2) When Christ was                      
born, the wise men of the east saw a star, and that star indicated to them that the Great Prince had finally come.                       
So, they made their way to Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel, to meet the great king. When they arrived in                     
Jerusalem, they asked the people where they might find the king of the Jews. When the wicked king Herod                   
learned of their enquiry, he enquired of his own wise men where the Christ would be born, and they told him of                      
the prophecy of Micah, which said that the Christ would be born in the lowly city of Bethlehem. Herod                   
summoned the wise men of the east and asked them when the star appeared. He sent them on to Bethlehem,                    
telling them he would soon follow, but in his heart he plotted to kill the young king. The star went ahead of the                       
wise men, and came to rest above the house where the Christ-child resided. When the wise men finally arrived                   
in Bethlehem, they saw the star above the house, and they were overjoyed: they would finally meet the king that                    
they had waited so long, and that they had traveled so far to see. They entered the house where the Christ child                      
was, and they fell down and worshipped Him, and they presented to Him gifts fit for a king. In Scripture, the                     
east always symbolizes separation from God. The wise men, because of the prophecy of Daniel, traveled from                 
the east to find the Christ, and found them they did. This was the ‘Epiphany,’ the manifestation of Christ to the                     
Gentiles. He is king not of Jews only, but of Gentiles also. He is King of kings, and Lord of lords, and He is                        
calling all men to Himself, forgiving their sins, and by conforming them to His own image. In this way, He is                     
bringing true justice to the world. 

Let us thank God that He is faithful, and true to His Word. Let us thank Him that He loved the world,                      
and sent His Son into the world, not to condemn it, but to save it. Let us rejoice that we have found Him, or                        
rather that He has found us. Let us worship Him, and let us seek to be like Him. 
 

Blessing, and gory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, and might, be unto our God 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


