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1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write 
unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 
cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, 
that that day should overtake you as a thief. 5 Ye are all the children of 
light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 
For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken
in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 
For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with him. 11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, 
and edify one another, even as also ye do. 12 And we beseech you, 
brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them very highly in love for 
their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort 
you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, 
support the weak, be patient toward all men. 15 See that none render evil 
for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among 
yourselves, and to all men. 16 Rejoice evermore. 17 Pray without ceasing. 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning you. 19 Quench not the Spirit. 20 Despise not prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 22 Abstain from all 
appearance of evil. 23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; 
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Faithful is he that 
calleth you, who also will do it. 25 Brethren, pray for us. 26 Greet all the 
brethren with an holy kiss. 27 I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be 
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read unto all the holy brethren. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. Amen.

Thus far we read the inspired Scriptures this morning.

The text for the sermon is verses 12 and 13.

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you,
and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 13 And to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among 
yourselves. 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the text provides for us this morning a specific 
application of the fifth commandment in its calling of us, the church of God, to honor the 
office bearers of God who are among us. This text was not chosen this morning because 
there is observed a spiritual plague of disrespect for authority in this church but because 
we do not want a spiritual plague of disrespect for authority in this church. There is 
observed a spiritual plague of disrespect for authority in society and the year 2016 
witnessed advances in the effects of this plague as all throughout the country there were 
in the city streets and throughout university plazas revolts and marches over issues of 
race and law enforcement and all kinds of political issues and election results. There is a 
problem with disrespect for authority in the nation in which we live. We don't want that 
plague to enter into and destroy the church so we selected this passage for installation this
morning.

There is respect for authority in the church but we do want to be on our guard against the 
possible influence of society and we all have that old man of sin within us who is a 
disrespectful disdainer of authority and so it's good for us to hear what the word of God 
has to say about authority. God not only saves his church out of the world, God not only 
saves his church from sin and death, but God saves his church unto life, new sanctified 
life through the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, and part of that life is honoring him as God 
and honoring the office bearers he puts over us. That's part of the good life of salvation 
and enjoying salvation.

The inspired apostle is giving to the congregation in Thessalonica a series of instructions 
for sanctified living. That begins in earnest in chapter 4, chapter 5 then begins with the 
calling of us as the children of light to live as children of light in a world of darkness. The
children of darkness are drunk in sin, they are spiritually sleeping, but ye are the children 
of light therefore watch and be sober because the day of the Lord is coming. Live as the 
children of light and now comes the text, "And we beseech you, brethren, to," and then 
what follows as the content of the sermon this morning. Does not the connection of the 
text to its preceding context indicate that the calling to respect authority is a very serious 
calling because it's one of the ways in which the church reveals herself as and lives as 
light in the world of darkness? Let the congregation in Thessalonica and let the church of 
God in Redlands honor her authority because that's one of the ways in which the church 
is light in a world of darkness. The preceding context indicates the importance of this 
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injunction this morning as does the opening line of the text, "And we beseech you, 
brethren, we beseech you to esteem very highly your office bearers."

So let's look at that calling set before us by the Holy Spirit. We do that under the theme 
"High Esteem for Office Bearers." First of all, the meaning of this; then the reason for 
this; and then, finally, the manner of this.

The text concerns office bearers, exhorting us to esteem very highly our office bearers. 
Those with whom the text has to do are the "them" of verses 12 and 13, "And we beseech
you, brethren, to know them," verse 13, "And to esteem them very highly in love." These 
people, the "them" of verses 12 and 13, are described by three different phrases in verse 
12. "And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which," number 1, "labour among you,
and," number 2, "are over you in the Lord, and," number 3, "admonish you." All three 
phrases are describing the same group of people. Three phrases, the middle one is the 
controlling phrase. There are those who labor among you and there are those who 
admonish you, and now specifically, these are the ones, the middle phrase, those who 
"are over you in the Lord." That phrase right there indicates that the apostle is dealing 
with office bearers for it cannot be said of every man, of every woman, of every 
individual in the congregation that this particular person is over us, but because God 
places office bearers over us in a position of authority, the text must be referring to office 
bearers. 

That idea of being over is common throughout the Scriptures. It's found all throughout 
the Form we just read a few moments ago. For example, of elders we read in Acts 20:28, 
"Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers." And we read in Hebrews 13:7, "Remember them which have 
the rule over you." Although every believer in the congregation occupies the office of a 
believer anointed by the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ, he or she is a prophet, a priest and a 
king, nevertheless there are special offices in the church: office of minister; office of 
elder; and office of deacon. And the text calls them, especially the elders but application 
may also be made to the deacons, the text calls them those who are over you. The text is 
referring to office bearers.

As a little aside a moment, though an important practical application, no one can obey the
exhortation of the text unless he or she is part of a congregation. How can you submit 
yourself to those who are over you in the Lord unless you belong to a congregation where
there are office bearers over you. The text brings out the importance of life in God's 
church. Office bearers, they are the ones in view.

These office bearers are laborers, verse 12, "And we beseech you, brethren, to know them
which labour among you." The office bearers not only rule over us, the office bearers 
labor among us. That word "labor" is not an exact synonym of "work." The term "work" 
appears in verse 13, "And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake." This 
term "labor" refers to "exhausting toil; wearisome toil." You might speak of a woman 
giving birth and say she is going into labor, wearisome, exhausting toil. That's the word 
used here. The office bearer is a laborer. He labors.
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Now, his work is a good work and he counts it a privilege to do the work of the Lord but 
after a three year term, it is good to have a retirement from office because the past three 
years were spent if he was faithfully discharging the duties of his office, laboring. Being 
an office bearer is not simply occupying a position, having your name printed on the back
of the bulletin, having a designated pew in the sanctuary, attending a monthly meeting. 
Being an office bearer is according to the divinely inspired Scriptures laboring and the 
man will feel that. He will be spiritually and mentally and perhaps even physically and 
emotionally weary, and on account of that reason all by itself, not every man is qualified 
for church office. 

Being an office bearer means exhausting labor. The apostles says so, "them that labour 
among you." It may be times of great calamity and trouble, hardship in the congregation, 
in a particular family or with an individual, and the office bearer feels the burden to bring
the word of God in the day of trouble. There may be unrest and schism in the body as 
there was in the congregation in Corinth. There may be great weighty doctrinal matters or
church political issues that are brought to the consistory, brought to the classes, brought 
to the Synod, and the man feels the burden of the work. There are oftentimes those 
walking disorderly in the congregation and the office bearer labors, sometimes he's even 
opposed and he's slandered for the work that he does. He labors. That refers to wearisome
toil. "Them that labour among you."

There is one more phrase describing the office bearers there in verse 12, "And we 
beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and," thirdly and finally, "admonish you." To admonish is simply to open up the 
Bible as the word of God and then give exhortations from the Bible. The office bearer in 
his teaching, in his pastoral-like instruction, in his practical counseling of one or two, in 
all of his instruction in going from house to house, perhaps on family visitation, he will 
always be giving exhortations. The office bearer doesn't simply open up the Bible and 
present information, he's exhorting. There's something to be done here with the word of 
God.

So he's always exhorting. The text calls it admonitions, he's admonishing whether in the 
form of encouragement or in the form of rebukes. To the troubled he exhorts, "Fear not. 
God will never forsake you." To the broken hearted he exhorts, "Cling to the Lord Jesus 
Christ who is your health." To the poor, "Trust your heavenly Father." To the 
disobedient, "Repent." To the foolish, "Be warned." To the immature, "Grow up in the 
Lord." To the slumbering, "Wake up." The office bearer is always bringing admonitions, 
that is, exhortations from the Scriptures, showing the people of God which way is 
pleasing to the Lord. And through those exhortations, God provides grace to obey or 
through the exhortations, a heart might be hardened. Admonishing, that belongs to work. 
Them that labor among you, them that are over you in the Lord, and them that admonish 
you. The apostle is referring to office bearers.

Our calling in the text is to esteem very highly these men. The text presents to us two 
verbs describing our calling. The main one is found in verse 13. The first one which is 
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subordinate to the main one is found in verse 12, "And we beseech you, brethren, to 
know them which labour among you," and so on. Now that might sound like a rather 
strange calling from the inspired apostle, to know them, but he's setting himself up for the
main calling which is to esteem them. You won't be able to esteem them unless you first 
know them. 

The calling to know the office bearer is not simply to know the office bearer personally 
but to know who he is as an office bearer; know what it means to be an office bearer. 
Now that calling makes sense when you consider a young congregation in Thessalonica. 
In that congregation there may be those who were converted out of Judaism into 
Christianity but they have a lot of experience with the Old Testament Scriptures in which 
the concept of an office bearer was most prominent. They have experience with priests in 
the temple or scribes in the synagogue. Having office bearers over them was a part of 
their life but also in the young congregation you might have these new Gentile converts 
who come into the church, first generation believers, and they've never lived a religious 
life with office bearers over them. Now they come into the church. It's a brand new 
experience. You have a minister, you have elders and deacons, and the inspired apostle 
exhorts them, "Know them. Know them." That is, know what an office bearer is. 

And the same calling comes to us this morning, especially as we are in the year 2017 
where there is the disparaging of the church institute and office bearers. There are many 
Christians who do not want office bearers. They even despise the concept of an office 
bearer and God says, "Know them. Know them. Know what it means to be an office 
bearer." That means you have to study the Scriptures, read through the Creeds, look at the
Form for the installation of elders and deacons. Look at the Church Order and hundreds 
of years of wisdom, principles being applied. What does it mean to be an office bearer. 
Know them. 

Know them.Know them, not each one individually but plural, know them collectively as 
a body. Know that they function as a body. Know that. Know that when you receive an 
admonition from an office bearer, that admonition comes from all the office bearers. 
Know them, a body. 

Know them. And if we know them, then we will be able to obey the main exhortation 
which is found in verse 13, "And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's 
sake." Esteem them highly. That main calling there instructs us to have an attitude of 
respect for the office bearer and we will demonstrate that in our language and in our 
behavior. Respect them. The apostle is not merely forbidding disrespect as shameful as it 
is, but the apostle is positively commanding respect, and yet not just respect, great 
respect. 

He says in verse 13, "And to esteem them very highly." Of all human beings you might 
hold in high regard, hold the office bearer very highly. Esteem him very highly. As the 
office bearers labor among you privately or publicly, esteem them very highly. As the 
office bearers admonish you whether it's in the form of bringing encouragement in the 
day of trouble or bringing a rebuke for disobedience, or if they come during the spring or 
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the fall two by two on family visitation and they bring simple general exhortations for 
sanctified living, esteem them. Esteem them highly. Esteem them very highly. "And 
esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake," says the word of God.

That's our calling. Now that immediately puts a question before all of us, a question we 
have in our minds right now: why? What is the reason for this injunction? On account of 
what should I esteem? Should I highly esteem? Should I very highly esteem the office 
bearers? That question must be answered. Why? That question can be answered 
negatively: the reason is not that the office bearer is older than we are. The office bearer 
might not be older than we are, the office bearer might be 10, 20, 30, 40 years younger 
than we are. Age is not the reason. 

The reason is not that the office bearer is smarter than we are. In that regard, one might 
say, "Why do I have to listen to the instructions and the guidelines of these deacons as 
they come to me? Not one of the deacons...business and finance. I do. I went to school for
finance. Why do I have to listen to the deacons?" A man might say, "Why do I have to 
listen to the criticism and instruction of these elders concerning my preaching? They 
were never trained in seminary. I was." 

The reason is not intelligence, it's not smarts, the reason on account of which we must 
highly esteem our office bearers is not that they have some distinguished past or 
background which would naturally elevate them above us. We might say, "We all have 
the same background. We grew up together. Why him?" Not background. 

The reason is not his occupation. The apostle will say in verse 13, "And to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake," but that word "work" there is not referring to 
the office bearers' daily occupation. The ground on account of which we are called highly
to esteem the office bearer is not that perhaps he's the CEO of some international 
business that grosses annually 2 billion dollars in sales or that the office bearer is the 
mayor of our city or the judge of our county or the governor of our state, a senator in the 
Congress. The office bearer might be a lowly coal miner. It doesn't matter. His 
occupation is not the reason on account of which you esteem him very highly.

Nor is the reason that he labors so tirelessly. He labors. He ought to labor. He must labor. 
But he's not the only one with a good work ethic who labors. We already mentioned a 
mother. A mother labors. The fact that the office bearer labors is not the reason on 
account of which we are called highly to esteem him.

Then why is there this distinction in the church between all of the members, we have 
members in the church, and then we have some members in the church who are over us 
and we must esteem them very highly? If I must live with an attitude of respect generally 
for all men and have a certain kind of humility for all men, why am I called to esteem 
very highly some in the church? That question demands...it's an important question. 
There had better be a good reason for this, not only from the congregation's point of view
as all of the members in the congregation are wondering, "Why must I esteem very 
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highly the office bearer?" There must be a very good reason for this from the 
perspective... 

The office bearer may timidly skirt 1 Thessalonians 5:12 and 13. The office bearer 
himself may be uncomfortable with the text and say, "The language is stronger than I 
would like it to be. It makes me uncomfortable." Very highly esteem? There had better be
a good reason for the congregation, for the office bearer himself, why esteem them very 
highly.

The Holy Spirit through the inspired Apostle Paul gives us two reasons in the text. 
Number 1: because he is over you in the Lord. Verse 12, "And we beseech you, brethren, 
to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish 
you." Interestingly, the apostle does not speak of those that.... He does not speak of those 
who admonish you in the Lord. Though, of course, the office bearer will labor among us 
in the Lord and he will admonish us in the Lord and there is confidence, therefore, the 
office bearer, he's not alone. The Holy Spirit of the Lord will equip him to perform the 
functions of his office. Admonishing and laboring in verse 12, those are functions. 

That's what the office bearer does and certainly he does that in the Lord, however, the 
apostle only uses the phrase "in the Lord" to explain the office bearers' position, not his 
function and what he does, but his position, that position that he occupies. He has in the 
congregation this position of rule, and as he occupies that position of rule in the 
congregation, the inspired apostle is very careful to tell everyone in Thessalonica that he 
occupies that position in the Lord. That the office bearer occupies his position of rule 
over others in the Lord means that he has the authority of the Lord. The Lord who is the 
Lord of lords and King of kings and who has all authority in heaven and on earth. He 
rules through the office bearer so that the man has a position of authority in the Lord.

Now that means something very significant occurred this morning, not something that we
could see as being concrete and tangible like oil running down Aaron's beard, but 
something happened this morning and faith can see it. The eyes of faith behold it. Three 
men who were installed into office this morning were given authority in the Lord so that 
the Lord will now exercise his authority over us through these office bearers. They have 
their position in the Lord.

That underscores the seriousness of the calling, then, to esteem very highly our office 
bearers. If we fail to respect our office bearers, the issue is fundamentally an issue of 
faith. Disrespect for an office bearer is serious. Ongoing disrespect for an office bearer is 
deadly serious. The issue is faith.... When we disrespect an office bearer, speak evilly of 
an office bearer, thumb our nose at the office bearers' instruction, steadfastly refuse to 
obey the instructions of the office bearer, we are speaking evilly of the Lord and we are 
thumbing our noses at the Lord and steadfastly refusing to obey the Lord and 
fundamentally the issue is faith. 

That's the problem for disrespect with one who disrespects authority in the church. 
Evidently he's an unbeliever and he doesn't have faith, or he's a believer who's 
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temporarily living impenitently in unbelief. The issue is faith. He doesn't see it. This man 
rules in the Lord. The Lord rules through him. But if a man doesn't see that because he 
does not have faith or he's not living in faith, then he won't respect the office bearer. Faith
sees it. He is in the Lord and so the believer respects authority.

Now, the God-fearing office bearer does not grieve over disrespect because it troubles his
soul and affects him personally. He grieves when there is disrespect because there is a 
soul here on the way to ruin. And my Lord who saved me and who is the Lord of this 
church, he's being disrespected. That grieves the God-fearing office bearers. 

The inspired apostle says, "Esteem them very highly." Why? Because their position of 
rule is a position in the Lord, having the authority of the Lord. And secondly, we esteem 
them very highly for their work's sake. Verse 13, "And to esteem them very highly in 
love for their work's sake." The nature of the office bearers' work demands this very high 
esteem. The office bearer does soul work. He's a servant of the soul. All of his work is 
aimed at the soul. Hebrews 13:17, "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account," and so on. The
President of the country doesn't watch for our soul. He doesn't work for souls. The 
billionaires on the Forbes list are not working for souls. The office bearer in his daily 
occupation, he's not laboring for souls, but the office bearer, he labors for souls. He 
admonishes with a view to souls. He does all of his work for souls. The minister, the 
elders, the deacons, even the deacons, though they may administer material relief in the 
form of goods and money, that's not it. The deacons are always interested in a man's 
soul... Christ who is the Lord of the body and the soul. He cares for our souls through 
office bearers in the church.

Esteem them very highly for their work's sake. What's their work? Soul work. To put it 
differently, the office bearers' work is nothing less than the work of salvation. That 
explains this incredible injunction by the apostle. His work is the work of salvation. Now,
of course, the office bearer doesn't save anyone, the office bearer cannot even save his 
own soul. Little children know that there is only one who can save and he is the Lord. 
That's why he's called the Lord, because he saves, only. A little child can say this and 
knows it, "Only the Lord can live for me. Only the Lord can die for me. Only the Lord 
can raise me from the dead. Only the Lord can atone for my sins. Only the Lord can bring
me into a state of grace, incorporating me into the everlasting covenant of God. Only the 
Lord builds the church of God." 

But once we're in a state of grace, the Lord of salvation is pleased to use human 
instruments to apply some of the blessings of salvation to his people, to the soul, which is
the aim of the office bearers' work. For example, the Lord has earned for us the comfort 
of our salvation. The Lord is pleased to apply that comfort he earned to the heart of the 
poor and indigent by the faithful labors of a deacon who comes... and with, as the Form 
we just read states, comfortable words of Scripture so that souls are comforted. The Lord 
does that work of salvation through an office bearer. The Lord may be pleased to take the
humility of salvation that he has accomplished and to work it in the heart of a proud and 
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stubborn sinner as the elders bring him an admonition. God, the Lord of salvation, will 
apply some of these benefits through the human instruments he has established.

Family visitation. God earned for us, the Lord Jesus Christ, the saving benefit of a prayer 
life. We might not have a prayer life and the elders come on family visitation, they open 
up the Scriptures, they give us instructions and through that means, a prayer life is 
revived. This is the work... 

The Lord saves, only the Lord saves, but the Lord will work through office bearers in 
applying some of these benefits of salvation and that's why we have this startling calling, 
"Esteem them very highly." Why? Because they have a position of authority in the Lord 
and because they do soul work as the instrument of God. Esteem them very highly. The 
manner in which we do this is also revealed to us by the inspired apostle. The twofold 
manner: first of all, esteem them very highly by living in love for them. Verse 13, "And 
to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake." By grace the church is made up
of people who love. We love God, we love Jesus, we love the Gospel, we love each other,
and we love our office bearers. How can we esteem them highly when we hate them? 
Don't hate them, love them for the Lord's sake, and as you love your office bearers, you 
will be able very highly to esteem them. That's the way, the way of love.

Then secondly, this too is the manner, verse 13, "And to esteem them very highly in love 
for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves." Isn't it fascinating the 
connections that the Holy Spirit sees, connections that we might miss? The Holy Spirit 
sees that there is a connection between people in the congregation living with one another
in peace and highly esteeming office bearers. He sees the connection and he brings it out 
here. This is the manner in which you highly esteem your office bearers. It's not really 
something you do directly to them, but it's what you do with each other. You live in 
peace among yourselves.

Now, that assumes as a fact that the great goal of the office bearer in all of his laboring 
and the great goal of the office bearer in every exhortation he brings and the great goal of 
the office bearer in all the aspects of his soul work that he does as the instrument in God's
hand, the great goal and object of the office bearers' work is peace. Peace with God and 
peace in the congregation among all of the members. We labor for peace. It must be the 
goal. God is the God of peace, Jesus is the Savior of peace, the Holy Spirit is the worker 
of peace, and he uses office bearers for the great goal of peace.

We show our disrespect for office bearers and we fail to esteem them very highly if we 
contribute to warfare in the congregation. If we don't seek peace, if we contribute to 
strife, if we are the occasion for enmity, if we're the antagonist who is stirring up 
quarrels, that's the proof we don't esteem our office bearers highly. The apostle exhorts, 
"Be at peace among yourselves. Brethren, brethren, we beseech you here in Thessalonica,
be at peace among yourselves. That's the way that you show you highly esteem your 
office bearers." Even if someone offends you, the Lord Jesus Christ lays out a way for 
you to deal with that and it's a peaceable way. "Be at peace among yourselves." Now, 
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that's encouraging for us this morning. We love peace. We live for peace. We hate war. 
That's how we show our esteem for office bearers. 

When the apostle says in the text that we must esteem very highly our office bearers, that 
doesn't mean that we have to commission the carving of a facial profile of our office 
bearer on some big face of one of these mountains. We did that a while back for four of 
our Presidents on Mount Rushmore. Esteem them very highly. What do I have to do, 
carve a profile of them into the mountain? What do I have to do, bring gold and 
frankincense and myrrh and lay it at the office bearers' feet every week? Do I have to 
flatter him with high sounding words? How do I show I esteem him very highly? Live in 
peace in your marriage, in your family, in your home, in the body of the congregation. As
you live as brothers and sisters in the Lord, be at peace among yourselves. That shows 
you highly esteem the office bearer and the Lord, the Lord who rules through them. 

God is the God of peace. He gives us peace so that we can live in peace and show our 
esteem for those he puts over us, "And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them 
very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves." Amen.

Father in heaven, thou hast given many many many good gifts through the Lord Jesus 
Christ to thy church and we count among them faithful office bearers. No man is faithful 
of himself, no man can do the work, so we rely upon thee this morning, that having given 
to us the gift of office bearers, thou wilt qualify each one of them to do the work that thou
dost place before them. And then, Lord God, use us mightily for the good of thy people 
and for the preservation of thy church here to the very end, and may we always watch 
and be sober, looking for the return of the one who is our Lord. In his name do we pray. 
Amen.
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