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[Sunday, January 15, 2017] The Church Series, The Practices of the Church, Part 5 
– Church Order – Craig Thurman 

 
Church Order in Business 

 
Thomas Paul Simmons in his A Systematic Study of Bible Doctrine wrote, 
 

‘Times have changed.  Yes.  … But for the changing times we have the 
changeless word – the word that is eternally fixed in Heaven; that has 
withstood both the violent attacks of enemies and the abuse of friends. 
 
Mere customs may change without injury or loss.  But divinely ordered 
conduct must be held inviolate by those whose hearts are ruled by the fear 
of God.’  p.413 

 
In the beginning of human history God ordained for homes and society that the 
men, particularly the fathers rule; a patriarchal order.  Adam was created to be a 
lord over the earth. (Ge.1.26) Eve was constructed to be her husband’s helper.  
(Ge.2.18) There is nothing wrong at all with this original, created order.  God said 
that it was good.  (Ge.1.31) However Adam and Eve’s sin introduced into this 
perfect order a disorder or chaos.  For this God imposes sanctions against them 
which compels them to maintain the original standard.     
 

Ge 3:16  Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy 
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be 
to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. 
17 ¶  And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice 
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, 
Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 
18  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field; 
19  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt 
thou return. 
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As we shall see, this order is taught in the New Testament and the churches of 
Jesus Christ should practice it without wavering at all times and in all places that 
they are.   
 
It was in the mid 1970’s and early 1980’s that this church, as most Baptist 
churches with which we were familiar at the time, practiced a rather lax form of 
biblical church government.  What I refer to is manner in which we conducted 
business.  Then it was that every member, man, woman, boy and girl that was a 
member of the church could vote and express themselves publically in the 
congregation.   
 

Children ruling over others is oppressive.  This should never be in any 
society.  Whenever it is found it is an indication of judgment from the Lord.  
Among God’s people it is the result of their rebellion.  (cf. Is.3.1-5) 

 
Every month we had a business meeting and everyone voted up or down 
whatever issue that came before us.  Once a year we also conducted annual 
elections.  The entire administration of the church came up for reconsideration.  
The pastor, secretary, treasurer, superintendent, ushers, nursery attendants, and 
Sunday School teachers were elected.  For good or bad that is what we did. To be 
honest, it seemed that sometimes the will that prevailed or that was thought 
should prevail in the church was little more than whoever had the largest family.  
I was teenager during some of this. But I do recall families clearly voting along 
family lines so that their fathers would become the next pastor of the church.  
That was the kind of church government that we practiced then. 
 
Over the years we came to understand a better way. How?  We learned through 
subjection to the Word of God as the Spirit of God taught us.  Now this church 
observes proper church order.   
 
For this little time that we have today I’d ask you to consider with me two texts of 
Scripture which instruct us about the role of women in the church.  This 
incidentally reinforces the leadership role of men, husbands and fathers in church 
government.  There is no other rule in the church.  Our only head is Jesus Christ, 
and we are all to be subject to Him and Him alone. We are all equal brethren in 
Christ; we are in this together!  I quote one of the great leaders of this country, 
Benjamin Franklin on this point: 
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‘We must, indeed, all hang together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang 
separately.’ Benjamin Franklin 

 
The two texts before us are 1Co. 14.34, 35 and 1Ti. 2.11, 12.  While both of these 
texts concerns the woman, each touches on peculiar aspect as it relates to her. 
 
1Co.14.34, 35 
1.  Addresses women  (plural) 
 
2.  Context: during the church meeting 
 
3.  Instruction: how they are to be when 
gathered together 
 
4.  Silence: Greek verb, siga<w 

 
Emphasis: no speaking in congregation; to be 
verbally silent 
 
(siga<w / sigh<: cf. Lk.9.36; 20.26; Acts 12.17; 

15.12, 13; 21.40; Ro.16.25; 1Co.14.28, 30, 34; 
Re. 8.1) 

1Ti.2.11, 12 
1.  Addresses the woman and women 
 
2.  Context: at all times 
 
3.  Instruction: how to be at all times 
 
 
4.  Silence: Greek noun,  h[suxi<a 

 
Emphasis: to be peaceable, at rest, quiet: no 
contesting or argument at all times 
 
(h[suxa<zw / h]suxi<a / h[su<xioj: cf. Lk.14.4; 

23.56; Acts 11.18; 21.14; 22.2; 1Thes.4.11;  
2Thes.3.12; 1Ti.2.2, 11, 12; 1Pe.3.4) 

 
1Co.14.34 ¶  Let your women keep silence in the churches:  
            Lit. The women of yours in the churches, let keep silence                                                     
 

silence, siga<twsan, 3ppl. pres. imper. of siga<w; Lk.9.36, kept 

close; Lk.20.26; Acts 12.17; 15.13; 1Co.14.30, held … peace; Acts 
15.12; 1Co.14.28, 34, kept silence; Ro.16.25, which was kept secret. 
 

In 1Co.14.28, we learn the nature of the silence that this is by considering 
the brother that is a prophet who would prophecy during the meeting. 

 
1Co 14:28  But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence  
 

siga<tw, 3ps. pres. imper. 

 
in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. 
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Chapter 14 closes the topic of spiritual gifts. The environment for the use of 
these gifts is clear.  It relates to the time when the saints gather together.   
 

vs.26 when ye come together 
vs.28 let him keep silence in the church 
vs. 34 Let your women keep silence in the churches 

 
In our text of 1Co.14.34, the apostle Paul through the Holy Spirit directs the 
saints about the propriety of women keeping silence during the church 
services. By the various texts in which the Gr. verb siga<w, or the noun, 

sigh< are found, women are to be silent, that is, they are not to be heard 

in, during the times that the congregation gathers together for instruction.  
Verse 15 clarifies this: And if they will learn any thing … This is the same 
that we shall read in 1Timothy.  Here are those places of Scripture which 
translates the Greek siga<w/sigh<: 

 
And when the voice [of the Father] was past, Jesus was found alone. 
And they kept it close;  
 
held [their] peace;  
 
beckoning unto them to hold their peace;  
 
the multitude kept silence;  
 
after they had held their peace;  
 
the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began;  
 
let him keep silence in the church;  
 
let the first hold his  peace;  
 
let your women keep silence in the churches;  
 
there was made a great silence;  
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there was silence in heaven.  

 
for it is not permitted unto them to speak,  
 

lalei?n, pres. infin. act. of lale<w; to speak, talk.  

 
is … permitted,  e]pite<traptai, 3ps. perf. pass. of e]pitre<pw; e]pi< 

upon +  tre<pw, LXX, Ex.17.13, as in routing the enemy (cf. 

a]natre<pw, protre<ptomai); KJV, 1Ti.2.12, to suffer; give leave, to 

give license, give liberty. 
 

The reason for keeping silence is given in what follows.  
 

but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law. 
 

‘We each have our place in nature, and just as the one cannot change 
places with the other in nature, so we must not attempt to change 
places in the order of the Church of God here on earth.’ Timothy, 
Titus, and Philemon, Ironside, p.69 

 
The reference to the law is a reminder that the LORD has appointed the 
role of the woman to be subjected to the role of man. (Ge.3.16) Wives are 
to be subject to their own husbands (Eph.5.25), and women are to be 
subject to the governing of the men in the congregation. This appears to be 
synonymous with 2Ti.2.13, 14 where it reads, 
 

13  For Adam was first formed, then Eve. 
14  And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was 
in the transgression. 

  
        ei] de<       

1
ti 

2
maqei?n 

3
qe<lousin 

35  And if      3they will 2learn 1any thing,  
       But if   3they desire 2to learn 1any thing 
                                            to be taught 
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learn, aor. infin. of manqa<nw; this aor. infin. is found three times in 

the N.T.: Gal.3.2, learn; Re.14.3, learn. 
 

There seems to be fine line between learning and instruction.  It is very 
difficult to engage in debate or discussion without moving from the 
exercise of learning and into the field of instruction. 

 
let them ask their husbands at home:  
 

e]n oi@k&, dat. sing., lit. at the house. 

 
Notice that the phrase at home affirms that this context is during the 
church gathering.  Then, we are given the reason why this is to be done like 
this … 

 
for it is a shame for women to speak    in the church. 
                                                                       in a church                                                                   
                                                                or,    at church 
 

e]n e]kklhsi<%, dat. sing., meaning ‘at the church gathering.’ 

 
Here is where the conscience needs instruction.  We might not feel shame 
about this any longer.  And because we do not feel shame we think that it 
cannot be wrong.  What has happened?  We have become hardened 
because of the influences of the culture around us.  But the Lord says 
through the apostle Paul that it is a shame a women to speak in the church. 
Our minds need to become reacquainted with the sensitivities of truth and 
sense the shame that God speaks of here.  This text does not necessarily 
say that women should be ashamed for speaking as much as it should be a 
shame particularly to the husbands that this is done. 
 
Remember that this text governs the public process or proceedings of a 
church service as the men used their gifts to instruct the congregation.  
Women were prohibited from this activity during the church services.  I 
think that this is the extent of the prohibition given the setting of the 
remarks.  We want to note that these gifts cover the sphere of public, 
individual preaching, exhortation, comfort, edification, instruction, 
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revelation, knowledge, teaching, prayers and singing.   (14.1, 4, 6, 15, 16, 
19)  
 
We know that there are in Scripture, apart from an assembling of the saints 
that women were also prophets and had gifts which could be used in places 
outside of the gathering. (cf. Lk.2.36; Acts 21.8, 9; Ro.16.1; Tit.2.3, teachers 
of good things, 4, That they may teach the young) 
 

We turn now to 1Ti.2.11, 12.  Again, this text addresses the woman (singular) and 
woman plural; the Greek used here is not a verb, nor is it the same word at all.  In 
1Corinthians it was siga<w; here it is the Greek noun is  h[suxi<a, which is 

translated as peaceable, at rest, quiet: meaning essentially that there should be 
no contesting or argument with men. But like Corinthians this touches on learning 
versus teaching. 
 
1Ti 2:9  In like manner (as men everywhere) also, that women adorn 
 

adorn, kosmei?n, pres. infin. act. of the verb kosme<w; KJV, as a house or 

tomb that is garnished; lamps that are trimmed; the temple that was 
adorned with goodly stones; women adorn themselves not only outwardly, 
but in the heart; the noun ko<smoj; most often has to do with the natural 

order of this present world; it refers to how everything is perfectly 
arranged. 

 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness (otherwise translated 
reverence, He.12.28) and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or 
costly array; 
10  But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works. 
 
The instruction regards the woman, not only in a congregational setting, but in 
both the private and public arena, both in & out of the church services.  She is 
instructed how she should be adorned in her apparel and in her actions at all 
times. She is warned against craving the extravagances of costly adornment and 
against applying to herself those actions for which man is best suited. 
  
In verse 11, Paul continues to instruct Timothy about those things that not only he 
is to maintain in his teachings, but that the saints of the church at Ephesus should 
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as well.  (cf.1Ti.1.3)  In this case, he is taught how a woman should learn and 
should not usurp man’s unique and created order which suits him for this kind of 
instruction. There is for the godly woman a right way and a wrong way to gather 
and impart knowledge.  
                                                            e]n              e]n 

1Ti.2.11  Let the woman      learn       in silence with all subjection. 
                                            imperative  at  quiet 
                                                                   quietly,     fully subjected 
 

let … learn, manqane<tw, 3ps. pres. imper. of manqa<nw. 

 
silence, h[suxi<%, dat. sing. of h[suxi<a; KJV, Acts 2.22; 1Ti.2.11, 12, 

silence; 2Th. 3.12, quietness. 
 

the verb, h]suxa<zw, KJV, Lk.14.4; Acts 11.18, held … peace; 

23.56, rested the Sabbath day; Acts 21.14, we ceased [from 
trying to dissuade Paul]; 1Th.4.11, that ye study to be quiet 
[perhaps as opposed to being a disruptive influence at work]; 
and so there is an attitude of quietness. 
 
the adjective, h[su<xioj; KJV, 1Ti.2.2, that we may lead a quiet 

and peaceable life; 1Pe.3.4, of a meek and quiet spirit; not 
boisterous, bold, self-assertive. 
 

subjection,u[potag^?, 3ps. aor. sub. pass. of u[pota<ssw; u[po< under 

+  ta<ssw, to appoint, determine, ordain, set; so to be subdued in 

behavior. 
 
the phrase, e]n pa<s^ u[potag^?, perhaps meaning an attitude 

that reveals she is fully submitted to God’s order as the means 
for receiving instruction; that there is not a visible resistance or 
rejection to it. 
 

Corinthians concerned activity.  Timothy concerns attitude.  The 
imperative states how the woman is to learn: in silence, quietness, 
peaceably.  It is a commandment.  And it is what will be noted in any 
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woman that will be godly as she sits in a mixed company of men and 
women.  For her to be otherwise must be for her to become engaged 
in some form of instruction.  This is a usurpation of the sphere which 
belongs to the man, as we shall read in a moment. 
  

12  But I suffer not a woman to teach,  
 

I suffer, e]pi<tre<pw, 1ps. pres. ind.; e]pi< upon +  tre<pw, LXX, Ex.17.13, 

as in routing the enemy (cf. a]natre<pw, proteptomai); KJV, to 

suffer, give leave, to give license, give liberty. 
 
to teach, dida<skein, pres. infin. act. of dida<skw; KJV, to teach; to 

teach and once taught. 
 

Paul tells Timothy what he does not allow. In that environment in which 
Paul has any control he did not allow this kind of liberty.   

 
nor to usurp authority over                               the man, but to be in silence.  
nor to authenticate, originate, appropriate  
that which was ordained of God for the man, 
 

to usurp authority over, au]qentei?n, pres. infin. of au]qente<w,, 

 
O.E.D. :Usurp 
1. trans.  To appropriate wrongfully to oneself (a right, prerogative, 
etc.)  
 
O.E.D.: Authentic: Greek 
au]qentiko<j of ‘first-hand authority, original,’ f. au]qenti<a ‘original 

authority,’ and au]qe<nthj ‘one who does a thing himself, a principal, 

a master, an autocrat.’ f. au]t (o-self + e]nthj (cf. sune<nthj = 

sunergo<j fellow-worker).  (bolding added) 

 
We are considering the patristic order of church government. If what things are 
written in 1Corinthians chapter 14 and in 1Timothy chapter 2, that women are 
commanded to keep silence during the times of the gatherings of the churches, 
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and to learn with all subjection in quiet, and not to appropriate to themselves the 
power to instruct men, then the alternative is that the church must have men 
who will be leaders in the congregation.  It is the brethren that must, it is essential 
for proper church government, for us to be willing to involve ourselves with the 
public services of the congregation to preach, teach, reveal, know, pray, sing, 
comfort, and exhort; when men will not, women will.  And what we see today in 
so many churches is the sad result of disobedient men that will not step forward 
and cast themselves by faith upon the will of God for their lives and in their 
churches.   Yes, we are only men.  But we are the Lord’s men!  Brethren in the 
Lord are commanded to be men and to direct the services of the Lord’s church so 
that it is done to the glory, not the shame of God.  (… it is a shame for women to 
speak in the church.)   
  

1Co.16.13 ¶  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men 
[a]ndri<zesqe, 2ppl. pres. imper. mid., become men!], be strong. 

14  Let all your things be done with charity. 
 
1Co 14:40  Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 
Clearly, all instruction given in the congregation is to be fulfilled by the men of 
that congregation.  Every brother has an important voice. He not only represents 
himself, but he should stand for the interests of the whole church body.  He 
represents every sister in the Lord in this church, every widow, grandmother, 
mother, sister, aunt, niece who might not have one to stand for them otherwise.  
Together we want to know the mind of the Lord and keep true to Him. 
  
I have heard that some of you as fathers have decided when your sons, who have 
knowledge of Christ, may begin to participate in the procedures of church 
government.   I think that this is right, it is good, and best that fathers lead their 
sons in such a way that they might know, when the times comes, the importance 
of being active in the government of this church.  
 
The church’s services should be conducted by men.  This is in harmony with the 
order that God set up from the very beginning when He created the first man and 
the first woman.  
 


