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Message #86              Matthew 24:32-41 

 

When it comes to the Rapture of the Church, we do not look for signs.  When it comes to the 

second coming of Jesus Christ to establish His millennial kingdom, there are specific signs.  In 

Matthew, Jesus has presented Himself as the Davidic King who could have given Israel her 

kingdom.  But He came unto His own and His own nation did not receive Him.  Jesus predicted 

that Israel would be left desolate (23:38) and that Israel would not see Him again until the nation 

said, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! (24:39). 

 

WHEN ISRAEL SEES ALL OF THESE SIGNS, SHE NEEDS TO REALIZE THAT THE 

COMING OF JESUS CHRIST IS VERY  NEAR . 

 

Now let us recap the signs: many false Christ’s (24:5); wars (24:6); nation rising against nation 

(24:7); famines, earthquakes (24:8); terrible persecution and hatred against Jewish people (24:9); 

family betrayal (24:10); many false prophets (24:11); lawless society (24:12); a worldwide 

presentation of the kingdom Gospel (24:14); and Daniel’s predicted abomination (24:15). 

 

PART #1 – The  parable  of the fig tree, which illustrates Christ’s return.  24:32-33 

 

The fig tree parable is designed to communicate this thought–when you see these things, know 

My coming is near. 

 

PART #2 – The  promise  of fulfillment of Christ’s return.  24:34-35 

 

Jesus makes a promise that everything He has said will take place.  He will not return until every 

one of these signs has been fulfilled–the world will experience God’s wrath.  Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but His words will not pass away.  What is interesting about this statement is that 

heaven and earth will not pass away until after Jesus Christ has come back and reigned for 1000 

years (Rev. 21:1ff).  However, His words will not pass away.  The Word of God will be in 

existence forever.  Now the generation that Jesus refers to–“this generation”–is a reference to 

Jewish people, who will be in existence when the signs take place.  Keep in mind that one of the 

signs will be an extermination plot of the antichrist to destroy the Jews (Rev. 12:13, 17).  If you 

are a Jewish person and you actually see these signs occurring, you will think the entire nation of 

Israel will be destroyed.  However, Jesus makes it clear that Israel will not pass away.  She will 

survive and He will return. 

 

PART #3 – The  precise  moment of fulfillment of Christ’s return.  24:36 

 

Jesus makes it clear that only God the Father knows the exact moment of Christ’s return.  The 

reason Christ gives this information is to promote readiness and preparedness at all times. 

 

 

 

 



              p. 194 

 

PART #4 – The  pattern  of most people when Christ returns.  24:37-39 

 

When Christ returns, the pattern and lifestyle of most people will be unchanged.  The Tribulation 

will feature incredible signs that Christ is about to return and yet the majority of people will do 

nothing about it. 

 

It will be like it was in the day of Noah.  Noah kept warning and warning that judgment was 

coming and all the people just kept living life as normal.  They did this right up until the day 

Noah and his family went into the ark and it started raining.  They would not listen and did not 

understand until the judgment came and destroyed them. 

 

That is the way it will be for most people in the world, who go through the Tribulation.  They 

will see incredible signs.  The Gospel of the kingdom will be preached to the whole world and 

they will just live life the same way, and not respond until judgment comes and it is too late. 

 

PART #5 – The  pattern  of judgment when Christ returns.  24:40-41 

 

Now these are two of the most butchered verses in all of Matthew.  The context is the judgment 

like the days of Noah.  The analogy is to the judgment in Noah’s day.  When God’s judgment 

came in Noah’s day, you wanted to be the one left, not taken.  If you were taken, you were 

destroyed. 

 

The Rapture of the Church is not in view here.  In fact, the Church is not in this passage at all.  

We are not looking for signs; we are waiting for a shout from heaven which says come up here.  

We want to be taken, we want to be raptured. 

 

However, when Christ returns to earth a second time, you want to be the one left to share the 

kingdom with Him, not the one taken away into judgment. 

 

Christ explains how it will work when He returns.  Two men will be in a field, two women will 

be working at a mill.  One will be taken to judgment and the other will be left to enter the king-

dom and enjoy the blessings of God on earth with Jesus Christ reigning as King. 

 

The one left is the believer, the one taken is the unbeliever. 

 

PRACTICAL INSIGHTS: 

 

1. It is a very dangerous thing to get so absorbed with things of this world that we stop looking 

for the coming of Christ. 

 

2. If God’s Word will never pass away, understanding His Word should be the primary goal of  

every single believer. 

 

 


