
How to Reestablish Unity 
Joshua 22 

The veterans of the Canaanite War we now ready to take up arms again … against  _______________________  

But the  ___________ war never happened, leaving us an example of how to reestablish unity among believers 

I. HOW WAS THE UNITY BROKEN IN THE FIRST PLACE? 

 A. Both Groups Were Motivated by  ______________ to God 

  1) The tribes of Reuben, Gad & Manasseh who headed back home east of Jordan built a huge  ______  

  2) These 2 ½ tribes were concerned their descendants would be cut off from  ____________________  

  3) The Jordan River was a formidable geographical barrier that could end up a natural  ____________  

  4) The 10 tribes who remained were concerned that all Israel remain faithful to the one true ________  

  5) Deuteronomy 12:5-6 commands that Israel sacrifice only at the place that  _______________ chose 

 B. There Was a Lack of  ______________________________  

  1) Communication between these two groups was hindered naturally simply by  _________________  

  2) The 2 ½ tribes could have communicated before they _____________ what they intended to build 

  3) Or the 2 ½ tribes could have sent a message back explaining the  __________________ of the altar 

 C. There Was Lack of Godly  _______________ : 1 Cor. 13 states that love believes the best about another 

  1) The 2 ½ tribes suspected that the 10 tribes would exclude them without any  __________________  

  2) The remaining 10 tribes put the  ________ possible construction on what they heard about the altar 

  3) Rarely is any human being’s motives completely pure and ______ motives often cause controversy 

II. HOW WAS UNITY REESTABLISHED? 

 The principle for endeavoring to maintain unity is revealed in Eph. 4:15:  ____________ the _______in______ 

 A. “Speaking …” 

  1) Though the 10 tribes were willing to go to war, they first sent a  _______ to speak to their brothers 

  2) The delegation from the 10 tribes spoke very ______________ about the problem   Joshua 22:16-20 

  3) The 2 ½ tribes declared that  _____ knew the truth and they explained the true reason for the altar 

  Speaking (negotiation) by itself is usually not  ________________ ; history teaches this lesson repeatedly 

 B.   “… the Truth in Love”: Unity Always Depends on a ______________ of Truth and Love 

  1) Love caused the 10 tribes to send a delegation to investigate rather than  _________ their brothers 

  2) Love caused the 10 tribes to offer to  ______________ to persuade their brothers to remain faithful 

  3) Love caused the 2 ½ tribes to respond with patience (“love bears all things”) rather than  _____ out 

  Even speaking in love by itself is not sufficient to maintain unity: true unity is always based on  ________  

  4) Unity was restored because ALL the tribes had a common  __________ to their covenant with God 

  5) Liberal “Christians” speak much of love, but their organizations fail to achieve true unity because  

  their denominations have abandoned  __________ and without commitment to truth there is no unity 


