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KJV – I Peter 5:8 

 

“The Limitations of Satan” 

Introduction: 
 
     Most people have been taught incorrectly over the years concerning the doctrine of Satan and 
demons. They view Satan as an all powerful supernatural being, all powerful and they place him in 
their minds on the same level as God, as just the opposite.  This is not the case my friend.  
 
I Peter 5:8 
 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 
 
     Many cringe at this verse with total fear. The devil is supernatural and if man is left alone to 
himself he will never ever be able to combat Satan. This fallen angel is far greater in power than 
mankind yet, Satan does have limitations he is not all powerful. Those holding to the idea that the 
devil is all powerful are sadly mistaken and have been deceived in fear due to their own lack of 
knowledge. Their own failure to read and study the Scriptures has made them ignorant concerning 
certain matters. Satan does not have the same divine attributes as God.  
 
     The LORD God Almighty is Sovereign, Satan is not. Satan was an angel created by God who turned 
against God’s authority and became the head of a kingdom of fallen angels, the evil spirits called 
demons. His power both in the heavenly realm and on earth is great and should not be 
underestimated. However, while Satan and his forces are formidable enemies, Jesus Christ crushed 
Satan’s power, fulfilling the prophecy of Genesis 3:15. The cross of Christ won the victory and “the 
prince of this world now stands condemned,” and Jesus will one day destroy Satan’s power 
completely for the final and total victory. 
 
     Even though God’s power is unlimited in that He can do all His good pleasure within that of His 
Holy nature, Satan’s power has many limitations. The Sovereign God of all creation is omnipotent, 
omniscience, and omnipresent. Satan does not possess these attributes of the Just, Holy and 
Sovereign God.  
 
     God being omnipotent means that He is all powerful.  God is the Almighty Sovereign King, Creator 
and LORD.  He is in control of all things and with this mighty omnipotence comes His divine 
omniscience and omnipresence also.  A believer in Christ with an understanding of the Scriptures 
can answer these questions concerning Satan. For example, Satan’s omnipresence; the Apostle 
Peter tells us in his second epistle; “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (KJV – II Peter 5:8).  
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     This verse alone proves that Satan is not omnipresent. He is limited to space and time and must 
travel from place to place because he cannot be at more the one place in a single moment in time. 
What I would like to do with this lesson is take just one book of the Scriptures to prove that Satan is 
not in fact Omnipotent, Omniscient and Omnipresent.  

     Omnipotent: this word is defined as “one who has unlimited power or authority: one who is 
omnipotent.” The Sovereign God of all creation has this attribute yet all other beings and elements 
of His creation do not. God is the only one true supreme power and is in control of all things. The 
king of Babylon Nebuchadnezzar spoke these words as to the Sovereign omnipotence of God in 
Daniel chapter four.  

    “And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 
understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that 
liveth forever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to 
generation: And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his 
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say 
unto him, What doest thou?” (KJV – Daniel 4:34-35). 

     Satan is limited by God’s Sovereign control therefore he is not omnipotent. Job chapter one 
teaches this truth is the simplest form as seen that Satan could not do anything to Job until he was 
granted permission by God and God removed the hedge of protection. Then Satan was allowed to 
do only what God allowed within the limits of God’s command.  

Job 1:10-11  

10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every 
side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 

11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 

     This passage of Scripture is clear to show that Satan is not all powerful with any attributes of 
omnipotence. Satan is not all powerful but he is limited by God’s Sovereign control. 

Omniscient: this word is defined as “all knowing, having infinite awareness, understanding, and 
insight; possessed of universal or complete knowledge.” God is completely all knowing, not in the 
sense He looks forward to see what is going to happen. But omniscient by His Sovereign knowledge, 
knowing all things and reacts to nothing, Satan does not have this attribute as seen from Job.  

Job 1:8 

8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 

     God challenged Satan in His offer of Job, Satan had not the attributes of omniscient because he 
knew not the final outcome, but God did. God is Sovereign and in complete control of all things this  
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includes Satan. Satan could not do anything to Job until God allowed him to. Satan literally had to 
ask God for permission to touch one that belongs to God.  

     We also know for a fact that Satan is not omniscient because of Job 1:11 – But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. What Satan thought Job 
would do, Job did not.  

Omnipresent: this word is defined as “present in all places at all times.” Only God has this attribute. 
Satan is limited by space and time as clearly seen from the Book of Job.  

Job 1:7 

7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From 
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 

     This verse shows the Sovereignty of God with God’s omniscience’s and omnipresence however it 
also clearly shows that Satan does not have these Sovereign divine attributes. Satan does not have 
full knowledge of Job as questioned by God, he is not all powerful and  he is not in all places at all 
times. This teaches us along with other Scriptures, that Satan, nor any angel for that matter, elect or 
fallen is an omnipresent creature but that they can move rapidly upon the earth and through the air 
as Satan is the god of this world and the prince of the power of the air but they are still limited to 
space and time.  

     Job 1:12 shows that Satan is lacking all three of these attributes; “Then the LORD said to Satan, 
“Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do not put forth your hand on him.” So Satan departed 
from the presence of the LORD.” (NASB – Job 1:12).  

     “And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not 
forth thine hand” (KJV, Job 1:12a). This portion of text shows us that Satan was limited by God’s 
control, he was powerless to do anything until God granted his permission to do so. This portion of 
the text also shows that Satan was not all knowing, because if he were, he would have known that 
his trials and temptations rendered to Job would have been fruitless. 

     “So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD” (KJV, Job 1:12b).  This portion of the verse 
shows us again that Satan is not omnipresent, he went forth from the presence of the LORD. He is 
limited by space and time but more importantly He is limited under the complete control of a 
Sovereign God.  

     Knowing this we should know that Satan cannot be in two places at the same time. So why do 
people still make the foolish statements of all the bad people in the world being full of the devil? 
This is impossible, because Satan cannot be in two places at the same time. But he does have an 
entire host of demons, 1/3 of all the angels that God ever created fell with Satan.  

     These demons can possess people, however when demon possession is present the signs of evil 
and wickedness are so clearly present that such cases most likely incorrectly diagnosed as mentally  
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disturbed, psychotic or psychopathic. Just because a person is possessed does not mean they have 
the devil in them.  

     However mankind does not need a demon to be evil, that old saying “they are just full of the 
devil” is that depraved nature that we inherited from the fall of Adam and Eve. Man’s spirit is dead, 
he is wicked and depraved and honestly does not even need the influences of Satan to fall further 
into his own depravity. The Scriptures are full of inspired texts that lend weight to the depravity of 
mankind and the sin nature. King David knew of this sin nature of fallen man and declared it in the 
Psalms.  

Psalm 51:5 

5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

     Jeremiah the Prophet wrote of man’s fallen depraved state as well; in fact the entire Bible is 
riddled throughout with passages that speak of man’s fallen state that resulted in his depraved 
nature. 

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

     Jeremiah knew it and David knew it.  David’s statement in the Psalms was not speaking that it 
was a sinful act that his mother and father did by conceiving him; neither was he saying that he had 
done something evil by being born.  Rather, he was acknowledging the human condition of the 
fallen depraved creature.  Jeremiah was speaking of the heart of man being deceitful and 
desperately wicked above all things, which is the nature of fallen man because of his depraved state 
that was a result from the original sin of Adam and Eve.   

     We know this to be factual even through the Kingdom Dispensation during the millennial reign of 
Christ.  Satan will be bound for a 1,000 years.  No power and influence of the great deceiver for 
1,000 years.  Yet man’s heart will still reject Christ and when Satan is loosed after that 1,000 years 
because of man’s deceitful and desperately wicked heart he will still willingly choose to follow 
Satan.  Why, because of his fallen depraved state that he inherited from his parents.  

     That original sin has to do with the fallen nature of mankind.  The truth of the matter is and what 
many have missed over the years is that we are not sinners because we sin, but that we sin because 
we are sinners.  What does the Master state about man’s nature? 

Mark 7:21-23 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 
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23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

     So Satan’s influence only speeds up man’s state, but ultimately man will sink lower into sin and 
wickedness on his own without the grace of God. Sometimes by the statements we make, not 
thinking them through we give Satan more credit then he should get. His limited power is governed 
by Almighty God. Satan is not omnipotent, he can only do that which is accordance with God’s 
Sovereign will. The devil will never be able to operation outside of the parameters of the 
Sovereignty of God. 

     Satan is not omniscient, he only knows what he knows by over 6,000 years of observation and by 
hearing what comes out of our mouths. Finally Satan is not omnipresent he is limited by space and 
time and can only be in one place at the same time. In conclusion Job 1:6 through 2:8 show us that 
Almighty God is Omnipresent, Omnipotent and Omniscient however these two chapters clearly 
show that Satan does not possess these divine and sovereign attributes. He is but a created fallen 
being limited by God’s Sovereign control. 

 
 


